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FOREWORD 


Onr of the characteristics of modern life is the concern of fathers and 
mothers about their role and responsibility as parents. Fundamental 
changes in the nature and influence of the home have subjected the 
relationship between parents and children to many stresses and 
strains. Consequently this study of the joys and problems of child 
rearing is most timely. It calls attention to the differing values and 
skills of parents and reports their pleasures and their anxieties as they 
do what seems best to them to rear their sons and daughters properly. 
Because the data were collected in a simple and straightforward fash- 
idn they are intimate and personal and reveal the true situation more 
clearly than is usual. 

Parents who study the evidence collected by Dr. Jersild and his col- 
laborators can see how they compare with other family heads. In 
this way they can gain some perspective on their activities and feel- 
ings. Teachers and other professional workers who read the volume 
will achieve added insights into the attitudes fathers and mothers 
have toward their children as well as into the ways boys and girls are 
treated in the home. A companion study to Joys and Problems of 
Child Rearing, Dr. del Solar’s Parents and Teachers View the Child, 
is being published simultaneously under the auspices of the Horace 


Mann-Lincoln Institute of School Experimentation. Taken together 


these two investigations provide a rich source of information about 


parent-child relations. 
Dr. Jersild and his co-workers are well aware of the limitations 


involved in an investigation of the type they report in the following 
pages. That is the reason for their giving considerable space to a 
reproduction of the categories used in tabulating the data. The au- 
thors hope that this will provide other students of the problem with 


an opportunity to make comparative investigations. 
à d 
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As has been true of other Institute studies in child development, 
Joys and Problems of Child Rearing was subsidized in part by funds 
received by Teachers College as income from the Parents’ Institute, 
Incorporated. 

GORDON N. MACKENZIE 
STEPHEN M. COREY 


AUTHORS’ FOREWORD 


Tuns srupy is one of a series which deal directly with the attitudes 
of adults toward various qualities and potentialities of children in 
their care, and with the rewards and stresses involved in the rearing 
and training of children. The studies indirectly throw light on the 
conception adults have of the role they play or should play in the 
upbringing and education of children, the values and aspirations they 
entertain, the goals they seek to accomplish, and the characteristics of 
children and conditions within the child-rearing environment which 


they regard as particularly gratifying or which they especially de- 


plore. 
The present investigation was completed more than three years 


ago but its publication was delayed by conditions connected with the 
war. It deals primarily with the kinds of satisfactions parents derive 
from having and rearing their children, the problems they encounter, 
and the hopes they have for their children. | 

After having been initiated as ап independent project, this inquiry 
was completed, and is being published, under the auspices of the 
Horace Mann-Lincoln Institute of School Experimentation. While 
it is not in line with convention to regard an inquiry into what par- 
ents think of their children as а form of research that would come 
under the heading of “school experimentation,” the actual fact, of 
course, is that knowledge of the psychological forces that are at play 
in the child’s life at home is of basic importance to an enlightened 


school program. 


A companion study by Dr. Charlotte del Solar (identified in pre- 


liminary reports as Charlotte Fehlman) deals with satisfactions, prob- 
lems, and goals as reported by parents and as reported by teachers of 
the same children. Dr. del Solar’s study also shows how the appraisals 
of the assets and weaknesses of children made by parents compare 


with the appraisals made by the children’s teachers. 
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Another study, by Ruth Tasch, now nearing completion, is con- 
cerned primarily with the response of fathers to their children, the 
joys and difficulties which fatherhood entails, and the activities, re- 
sponsibilities, or duties which fathers regard as associated with the 
role of father. 

Some of the findings in the present investigation with regard to 
the attitudes of parents of normal children have been cited, for the 
purpose of comparison, in an independent study by Dr. Harvey Roe, 
now in press, dealing with the reactions of parents of handicapped 
children. 

While many of the findings obtained in the studies completed or 
under way probably will hold true for other similarly situated groups 
of parents within the American culture, each study leaves open a 
wide field for further inquiry, not only in the direction of more 
intensive probing of underlying feclings and motives but also by way 
of surveys of other and more varied samplings of the general popula- 
tion. 

Reproduced in an appendix, in some detail, are the categories used 
in tabulating the data. This is done in part to show what each entry 
in the various tables means and, in part, to make it possible, if further 
studies are undertaken, to compare the new findings with the find- 
ings obtained from the particular groups of parents included in this 
investigation. In work with other groups it is probable that these 
categories will have to be amended or adapted in various ways, and 
it is quite likely that certain shortcomings in the categories will be 
uncovered; but it is hoped that enough illustrative detail has been 
given to make it possible, in subsequent studies, to show quite ex- 
plicitly how the categories have been revised and how the new find- 
ings compare with these. Also shown, in considerable detail, are the 
number of persons to whom each category and subcategory pertains. 
This will make it possible, within certain limits, if the need should 
arise in future work, to recompute these quantitative findings in 
terms of a revised scheme for treating the data. 
| We are indebted to many people for help in connection with this 
investigation. We owe most to the parents who were interviewed, 
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and who, according to the design of the study, are to remain anony- 
mous. We are grateful to several persons who helped in conducting 
the interviews or in gaining access to groups of parents, including 
Mrs. Mary Osborne; Mrs. Margaret Meigs; Sister Alice Frances of 
St. Joseph's College; Brooklyn, New York; Mrs. Kathleen Sullivan; 
Miss Ruth Perry; Mrs. Edward L. Thorndike; Mrs. Ina Craig Sar- 
torius; the late Dr. Harold V. Baker; Miss Rebecca J. Coffin; Mrs. 
Esther Jones Angell; Mrs. Laura Thomas; and Mr. Omer Car- 


michael. 


We are grateful also to Miss Miriam Mirmow and Mrs. Helen 


Harbin, who worked valiantly and with good cheer on the long 
tables and the lengthy manuscript. Dr. Charlotte del Solar, along 
with her many other duties as co-author, took responsibility for shep- 


herding the report through galley and page proof. 
A. T.J. 


E.W. 
C. del S. 
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JOYS AND PROBLEMS 
OF 
CHILD REARING 


1 . INTRODUCTION 


Tuns is a study of the joys and problems experienced in having and 
rearing children. The data were obtained through personal inter- 
views with parents representing 544 families and 1,137 children. 
There has been relatively little systematic study of the cheerful side 
of the ledger of child rearing. Studies of characteristics that bring 
headaches to a parent have not been matched by surveys of charac- 
teristics that warm a parent's heart. In many of the books dealing 
with the practical aspects of child rearing there has been emphasis 
on both the pleasures and the difficulties, but, generally speaking, it 
would be easier from most such writings to make an inventory of 


woes than to compile a list of joys. 
There is some emphasis on the po 
scribe the development and behavior of normal children from a sci- 
entific point of view. Many such studies at least present children as 
very interesting creatures. But even in scientific studies of normal 
children there has been a decidedly larger emphasis on the “prob- 
lem” side. The literature on anger and aggressiveness, for example, 
he literature dealing with the play of 


conspicuously outweighs th 
friendly feelings. Studies of children’s stubbornness and resistance 


quite overshadow material dealing with ways in which youngsters 


are helpful and considerate. There are voluminous writings about 


children's fears, but little in the way of systematic research has 
demonstrated ways in which children carry on bravely in times of 


sitive side in studies that de- 


stress. 
The fact that the emphasis has been so much on the negative 


side is perhaps no more than one should expect. Behavior that is 

disturbing to the parent or to others usually calls for action or for a 

solution of some sort, and as such it also attracts the research worker. 
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On the other hand, what is pleasant about a child can be enjoyed 
without further ado. 

The testimony from folklore and folkways is more optimistic. 
Deeply rooted in our culture is the notion that children are rather 
enjoyable creatures. We express delight, not sorrow, when we greet 
parents after a baby has been born to them. The mother usually is 
happy about the event and the proud father passes out cigars. While 
there are some parents who openly reject their children, most parents 
vow that they would not give up their children for anything. Atti- 
tudes such as these bespeak the joy that children bring much more 
forcibly than do writings on the development and rearing of chil- 
dren. Indeed, if we were guided only by the latter, we should send 
condolences, not congratulations, to the parents of a newborn child. 

The largest part of the population in this study consisted of white 
urban families, of middle-class means and above average in educa- 
tional status. Included in the population were also a group of sub- 
urban families, a group of urban families of low socio-economic 
status, and a group of Negro families, 

The methods used in analyzing the problems and the satisfactions 
reported by the parents were similar to or paralleled each other on 
most points. Thus it was possible to develop complementary in- 


ventories of joys and problems. "These inventories are presented on 
pages 129 to 235. 


П. THE SUBJECTS AND THE PROCEDURE 


Tur srupy was conducted through interviews with individual par- 
ents. The purpose of the interviews was to get parents to talk about 
their children without prompting or leading questions. With certain 
minor exceptions, no specific question or set of specific questions was 
a regular part of the interview." 


THE METHOD 


Through announcements beforehand, as well as by way of intro- 
duction when the interview began, the interviewers informed the 
parents that they were in the process of making a study of the sat- 
isfactions and problems involved in the rearing of children in urban 
and suburban communities. The interviewer went on to say that this 
was a study of normal children, that the investigation aimed to col- 
lect information, on the one hand, concerning the joys and pleasures 
that come with having and rearing children. What are the joys of 
being a parent? What do you think of as satisfying or pleasing about 
your child and the fact of having him and living with him? On the 
other hand, the interviewer continued, the investigation also sought 
information concerning problems, perplexities, and difficulties in- 
volved in having and rearing children and living with them. What 


matters cause concern or are puzzling or seem to require adjustment 


or solution? What problems have arisen in the past and have been 
overcome? What problems or difficulties are there at the present 
time? The parent was further told not to hesitate to report anything 


оте parents were asked to tell about the satisfactions 
felt with regard to their place of residence—the loca- 
tion of the home and the general neighborhood. Toward the end of the study some of the 
Parents were specifically requested, at the close of an interview, to report anything that they 
might wish to say concerning the reaction of their children to the war. In one group of 36 
familics, parents were asked, after the regular interview had been completed, to report their 
attitude toward the school which their children attended. 


3 


+The exceptions were as follows: S 
or dissatisfactions, if any, which they 
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that was regarded as a source of satisfaction or as a problem, whether 
it was a matter of importance or something minor or incidental. 

At this point most parents were able to begin to tell their story. 
Some parents would first briefly describe their children without 
specifying what was satisfying or not satisfying about them. Some 
would go into matters on the satisfaction or the problem side. Some 
would venture an item or two and then ask for encouragement with 
a question such as, “Is that the sort of thing you are interested in?” 

A few parents seemed at a loss how to proceed. With these, the 
interviewer repeated earlier instructions in order to give them time 
to collect their thoughts, or offered examples of what other parents 
had said, such as lack of suitable playmates, the hazard of fire when 
a child for a time played with matches, etc. The illustrations were 
chosen in part to give the parent the idea that he was not necessarily 
being asked for information of a self-disparaging sort. Another 
approach was to ask a parent whether he could think of anything 
that he had learned from his child-rearing experience that might be 
useful if it could be told to prospective parents. 


At the beginning of the interview, or soon after it 


had gotten 
under way, 


a record was made of the age and sex of the children in 
the family. The interviewer also obtained permission from the par- 
ent to take notes during the conversation. 

Within the flexible interview procedure, no provision was made to 
direct parents of several children to talk abou 
cally and in turn, or to cover the same 
eral children in the family, 
child. The interviews ran 
family included one or sev 


t each child systemati- 
ground in the account of sev- 
or to dwell at equal length upon each 
to about the same length whether the 
eral children. This means, of course, as 


that in one-child families rela- 
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The interviews were variously conducted in the home or in private 
rooms in schools, churches, and clinics. No time limit was set, but 
the interviews ranged from forty-five minutes to over two hours. 
Most of the interviews lasted between one hour and one hour and 
a half. An interview was terminated when it seemed that the par- 
ent had no more to say, or when he suggested by word or manner 
that he had told his story. 

The interviewer recorded, in longhand, what the parents said. 
Most of the parents tended to speak of joys and problems inter- 
changeably, and such items were recorded as they occurred. Later 
the record of the interview was dictated to a stenographer for tran- 
scription. In this transcribed record items were grouped under the 
headings of “satisfactions,” “present problems,” and “past problems,” 
without regard to the sequence in which they originally had been 
reported. In the transcribed record children were identified by sex 


and age (e.g, “boy 9,” “girl 7 

The parents who were interviewed were reached mainly by way 
of contacts through schools, churches, and professional associations. 
Some were reached through direct personal contacts. All partici- 
pated on a voluntary basis. A few organizations received small sums 
of money for bringing the study to the attention of their members 
and for soliciting their cooperation. No individual who was inter- 
viewed received personal compensation. 

The response to the interview procedure, especially after the inter- 
viewer had announced the kind of information he was seeking, was 
almost universally cordial. Many parents expressed delight in the 
opportunity to talk about their children. A large proportion of the 
parents were quite as warm in their thanks to the interviewer as was 
the interviewer in his thanks to them at the conclusion of the con- 
versation. Many parents spontancously reported that the interview 
had helped them to systematize and to make articulate many ideas 
which previously they had not been able to formulate or organize in 
their own minds. The fact that the interview aimed to delve into 
the joys of parenthood quite as much as into matters that caused per- 
plexity or worry seemed to be very welcome, and in many cases it 
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also seemed, at least according to the reports of the parents, to help 


the parents to see pleasant and unfavorable features in a larger per- 
spective. 


THE INTERVIEWERS 


Twelve persons served as interviewers. One of these interviewed 
only one parent; another interviewed 183 parents. The remaining 
participants conducted from 15 to 75 interviews each. 

The fact that so many persons had a hand in the study raises the 
issue of how the results might be influenced by the personality and 
approach of different workers. This issue is further complicated by 
the fact that the various interviewers dealt with different sections 
of the population. The work of one interviewer, for example, was 
limited exclusively to 75 parents of low economic status. Two 
interviewers dealt exclusively with families in suburban areas. 
Other workers dealt chiefly with urban families of moderate means. 

As indicated above, the variable introduced by the fact that there 
were several interviewers overlaps the variable introduced by the 
fact that the study includes a sampling of different sections of the 
population. This raises the question of the representativeness of 
the findings for any one group and the further question of the pro- 
priety of pooling the results for all groups combined. The various 


TABLE I. DISTRIBUTION or FAMILIES AccompING TO NUMBER OF 
CHILDREN, SUBURBAN or URBAN Location, AND Socio-Economic 
AND ҜАСІАІ, STATUS 


Suburban Urban Urban White 

Children White White Low-Income Urban 

per Family Middle Class Middle Class Group Negro* Total 
M aou ess ee 27 136 9 16 188 
Dre d PI RS sec: 52 137 15 13 217 
CM à 9 47 17 10 83 
nu TO TN gi 11 25 13 56 

Total aoc. 95 331 66 52 544 


This group included persons of relatively high and relatively low economic status; in 
educational status the gr 


oup stood above the average of the Negro community at large 


ха 


ТАВГЕ П. 


DISTRIBUTION oF CHILDREN AccorDING то ÅGE, Sex, AND Position iN FAMILY 


BOYS GIRLS BOYS AND GIRLS 
Younger Younger Younger 
Older or Between Older or Between Older or Between 
or Young- Oldest or Young- Oldest or Young- Oldest 
Oldest est of and Oldest est of and Oldest est of and 

Only of20r 20r Young- Only of2or 20r Young- Only of20r  2or Young- 
Age Child Моге More est Total Child Моге More est Total Child Моге More est Total 
0-1 10 0 15 0 25 5 (0) 14 0 19 15 0 29 0 44 
1-2 9 4 31 2 46 17 2 27 5 DL 26 6 58 Я 97 
3-4 14 г! 32 9 62. 17 13 26 D 65 31 20 58 18 127 
5-6 1l 15 22 17 65 15 16 25 20 76 26 31 47 37 141 
7-8 10 21 18 18 67 12 29 26 25 92 22 50 44 43 159 
9-10” I7 23 26 18 84 15 28 27 15 85 32 51 53 33 169 
11-12 11 27 15 27 80 7 21 14 10 52 18 48 29 37 132 
13-14 4 24 5 19 52 6 26 6 15 53 10 50 il 34 105 
15-16 3 16 5 9 31 1 16 1 14 32. 4 32 4 23 63 
Lip 2 33 2 22 59 2 19 3 17 41 4 52 5 39 100 
Total 91 170* 169 141 571 97 170* 169 130 566 188 340* 338 271 1,137 


* Among the "'older or oldest" there were two sets of twins; hence the discrepancy between the ‘‘older’’ and "'younger."" 
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procedures that were applied to evaluate the sampling and to an- 
swer these questions are described in a later section. 


THE SUBJECTS 


Table I shows the distribution of the families according to family 
size and according to grouping in terms of socio-economic, geo- 
graphic, and racial status. Table II shows the distribution of the 
children according to age, sex, and a fourfold classification of posi- 
tion in the family. 

Most of the interviews were with mothers. The data do not suf- 
fice to indicate decisively in what ways, if any, the results might 
have differed if fathers instead of mothers had been interviewed, or 
if an equal number of fathers and mothers had been involved. In 
only seven instances was the father interviewed. In twenty-nine 
the father and the mother were present and both took part in the 
interview. The results from these thirty-six interviews agreed closely 
with the results obtained when mothers only were interviewed. As 
a matter of fact, there was a higher degree of correspondence be- 
tween this sampling and the population as a whole than between the 
total population and other samplings of mothers alone? 

In a companion study by del Solar? a high degree of agreement 
Was found between fathers’ and mothers’ appraisals of the assets and 
shortcomings of their children as indicated on a check list. These 
findings, so far as they go, suggest that the results would be more 
alike than different if data obtained from an equal representation of 


fathers and mothers were compared with results obtained from 
‘mothers alone. 


> effect of including thi ili ithi 
responding coefficient for problems was E © 36 families within the total group). The cor- 
*del Solar, ‘Vi 


C. Parents and 
College, Columbia University, 

* Further information pertine 
in progress: The Role of the 


Tossa View the Child. Burcau of Publications, "Teachers 


ll emerge from a study by R. Tasch, now 


nt to this point wi 
Father in the Famil: 


III. TREATMENT OF THE DATA 


Carrcorrrs were devised for the analysis and quantitative treatment 
of the data. These categories were built empirically on the basis of 
the data themselves. There were certain exceptions to this procedure, 
however. For example, in the beginning stages of the preparation 
of the categories, the logical counterpart of a reported satisfaction 
might be inserted in the list of “Problems” categories even though 
no specific instance had as yet appeared. Again, certain logical dis- 
tinctions were made: When an item of satisfaction concerning a 
child's reaction to doctors appeared, a corresponding subcategory 
Was inserted for nurses even though no such item relating to nurses 
had been reported. It turned out that some categories thus formu- 
lated and given a number proved to be superfluous. In addition, 
some subcategories formulated during the process of building the 


classification scheme were later combined. "These facts account for 


certain irregularities in the number and letter identification of cate- 


Bories. As a first step, the separate satisfactions or problems as re- 
ported by a few parents were roughly grouped under ©. number of 
tentative headings. Further data were then classified in terms of 
these headings, and, as the data dictated, new headings were added 
or previous headings were abridged or redefined, and subheadings 
Were added to accommodate various nuances and distinctions. 

As the reader may conjecture, this process took a long time. It 
involved countless decisions on what should be put together and 
what should be set apart. It involved also the necessity of phrasing 
Seneral categories in terms that would accommodate a number of 
items which had features in common, but each of which also had its 
own little twist or spin. As part of the process, two le e 
dependently classified portions of the data in terms of the categories 
аз constituted at a given time. These independent classifications 
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were then compared, item by item, to discover disagreements, am- 
biguities, overlapping categories, and so on. The categories were 
then revised to take account of what had been learned through this 
process. 

The fruit of these labors is shown in the detailed categories that 
comprise the Appendix of this book (pages 129 through 235). It 
will be noted that the satisfactions are represented by 35 major cate- 
gories and a cumulative total of 431 subcategories. The problems 
fall within 37 main categories and a cumulative total of 639 sub- 
categories. 

The lists of categories are far from perfect. In reading the defini- 
tions and the examples, the reader no doubt will raise an eyebrow at 
many points, but it is hoped that the classification scheme has the 
merit of putting the cards pretty well on the table so that other 
workers, should they care to repeat parts of the study, may use the 
same categories or may put their finger quite definitely on features 
within the categories which they deem to be faulty. 


TESTS OF THE TRUSTWORTHINESS OF THE METHOD 


After the categories had been established in approximately their 
final form, independent workers again compared their results after 
having separately analyzed portions of the data. This is a well- 
known test of the explicitness and workability of a classification 
scheme. 

According to one criterion, the results o. 
tween independent workers show 
well. According to another crite 
but still somewhat favorable. 
when comparisons were made 


on what constituted a new or s 
how each new or separate item 


Comparisons between independent classifications of the data in the 


TREATMENT OF THE DATA П 


records from a sampling of 17 families by workers W and J gave Ше 
following results in the treatment of satisfactions. There were 259 
items similarly earmarked for classification by both workers. In the 
case of 215, or 83 per cent of these items, the two workers agreed on 
both the main categories and the subcategories in which the items 
belonged. In the case of 29 items, or 11 per cent, the two workers 
agreed on the main category but placed the items in different sub- 
categories under the main heading. This means a cumulative agree- 
ment of 94 per cent with respect to placement in main or subsidiary 
categories. In the case of only 15 items was there disagreement be- 
tween the two workers as to the main category in which the items 
belonged. 

Unfortunately, there is more to the story. In the analysis of the 
records there was a total of 70 items earmarked for classification by 
one of these two workers but not earmarked by the other. Disagree- 
ments of this sort arose through a number of causes, but primarily 
through a difference of opinion between the two workers as to what 
constituted a new problem or satisfaction or what constituted an ex- 
pression of satisfaction as distinguished from simple narration or 
neutral description of the child’s characteristics. For example, in 


describing her ten-year-old boy a mother said that he had always 
h workers accepted this as an item denot- 


been very cooperative. Bot 3 п 
then said, among other things, that her 


ing satisfaction. The mother jer 
boy was tall for his age. One worker regarded this item simply as a 
ffective tone. The other worker (who 
conducted the interview) took this item as an expression of satis- 
faction. Again, a record might read to the effect that My boy has 
always been considerate. He always takes out the dog." One worker, 
largely by reason of the way in which these comments were typed, 
regarded this as a report of two satisfactions (one having to do with 
the child’s personality; the other having to do with his helpfulness 
in performing chores around the house). The other worker, who 
conducted the interview, treated this as one Пет on the ground that 
taking out the dog was simply an illustration of the fact that the 
youngster was thoughtful of his mother when she was tired. 


bit of description without а 
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Disagreements of this sort arose largely from lack of explicitness 
in the way materials from an interview were dictated and put into 
typewritten form. In any event, if we continue our quantitative 
analysis of agreement between these two workers, and treat as in- 
stances of disagreement all items classified by one worker and not by 


the other, the results for the portion of the data described above are 
as follows: 


Items earmarked by both W and J 


259 
Items classified in same main category and subcategory by 
both W and J 215 
Items classified in same main category but not in same sub- 
category 29 
Items classified in different main categories 15 
Agreement, main and subcategory or main category only 9496 
Items earmarked for classification by W but not J, or by J 
but not W 70 
Total number of items earmarked and classified by W апа] 
and by W ог] 320 
Agreement (main or subcategory or both) on all items ear- 
marked by one or the other worker 7696 


In another set of comparisons, between workers W and F, involv- 
ing an analysis of 36 interviews, there was agreement in 538 instances 
with respect to both the main category and the subcateg, 


items were classified. In 47 instances there Was agree 
main category but not on the subcategory. In 42 instan 
disagreement with respect to both the main category an 


Богу. This represents an agreement of 93 per cent. However, when 
items earmarked by F and not by W, or by W and 


not by F, were 
treated as disagreements (there were 188 of these), the percentage of 
agreement fell to 71.8 per cent. 


From the foregoing it can be seen th 


ory in which 
ment on the 
ces there was 
d the subcate- 


- 
on of what, in the report of 
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the interview, represents an independent or classifiable item. Dis- 
agreements on the latter score bespeak a serious weakness unless 
ways can be found to remedy the situation. As noted above, disagree- 
ments with respect to items in the report that should be earmarked 
for classification (as distinguished from actual classification of items 
earmarked by two judges) arose largely through differences in the 
interpretations of the interviewer who had dictated the transcribed 
record and a second person who had the record but not the expe- 
rience of an interview. Further differences were due to different 
reactions to syntax, sentence structure, paragraphing, and other me- 


` chanical features of the transcript, when comparisons were made 


between the analyses of data by two persons neither of whom had 


conducted the interview. 
One step that can be taken to offset such difficulty is to decide 


arbitrarily that the verdict or interpretation of the interviewer should 
rule. The interviewer presumably is in the best position to know 
what was intended. If we thus assume that the interviewer is right 
and the percentage of agreement is recalculated on this basis, the 
following emerges from the first example above. The frequencies of 
agreement and disagreement by both workers with respect to items 
carmarked for classification remain the same. To the items in dis- 
agreement can be added items which were earmarked and classified 
by the interviewer (W) but not by the independent worker (F). 
Items earmarked by the independent worker but not by the inter- 
viewer can be ignored. On this basis of computation, the number of 
relevant items as determined by the interviewer 1s 293. F and W 
agreed on the classification of 83 per cent of these items. In the 
Second portion of data described above, the corresponding agreement 
between the interviewer and a second worker was 84.1 per cent. 

It can be seen that on this basis the agreement reaches quite re- 
Spectable proportions. However, it also is cvident that weaknesses, 
as measured by disagreement between judges, still remain, More- 
over, the procedure assumes that the original interviewer will take 
a hand in the job of classification and will arbitrate disputed items. 
An agreement of over 80 per cent could not be expected if a record 
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produced by interviewer A were independently analyzed by workers 
B and C. 

In the present study each of the original interviewers, solely or in 
collaboration with a second person, participated in the analysis of the 
records of 218 from the total of 544 families. The remaining records 
were analyzed by the worker who had a hand in these 218 cases and 
who also had interviewed a larger number of parents than had any 
of the other collaborators. 

Thus far, we have considered agreements and disagreements be- 
tween workers from the point of view of the proportion these repre- 
sent in the total number of items included in the interview record as 
judged by the two workers. Granting disagreement of from 6 to 30 
per cent between the two workers, depending on the method of 
computation, it can then be asked, what difference, if any, would 
such disagreements make from the standpoint of the final quantita- 
tive results? Or, what would be the difference in the relative fre- 
quency of various forms of satisfaction as reported by parents when 
frequencies are tabulated on the basis of one person’s classification 
of the data and on the basis of another person's classification of the 
same data? In the aggregate, would the differences in judgment of 
what should be earmarked and categorized balance each other so 
that substantially the same frequency for each of the various cate- 
gories would emerge? 

Disagreements were analyzed from the point of view of these 
questions in order to find whether separate workers tended to be 
selective rather than catholic in their disagreement with one another. 
Cumulative tallies for the various main categories were determined 
on the basis of independent analysis by two workers of the data from 
36 families. The 35 categories of satisfaction were arranged in rank 
order according to the frequencies which each worker assigned to 
them on the basis of his analysis. Nine of the categories had exactly 
the same rank in the two tabulations. There was a difference of 0.5 
step in the ranking of four categories, a difference of 1 step in the 
rank order in the case of ten categories, a differe 


nee of 1.5 to 2 steps 
in the case of five, a difference of 25 to 35 steps in the case of four, 
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a difference of 5 in one case, and a difference of 5.5 in still another. 
A rough indication of agreement with respect to the relative 

frequency of various forms of satisfaction, as determined by the 
analyses of independent workers, can be obtained by the arbitrary | 
procedure of treating the categories as though they were individuals 
in a population of 35 and then computing the correlation between the 
scores obtained by the categories as reported by the two workers. 
This procedure yields a correlation coefficient (product-moment) of 
99. Although it is a questionable adaptation of the correlation 
method, the results indicate that independent workers, in spite of 
disagreements, as mentioned above, in the treatment of specific 
items in the interview records, achieved substantially the same re- 
sults with respect to the relative frequencies of the major categories 
of satisfactions as reported by the parents. 

It is most likely that the effects of disagreements on the total scores 
would be relatively greater in a small sampling of the population 
than in a larger sampling. To the extent that this is true, the fre- 
quencies might be decreasingly trustworthy as we eee 
analysis of results for the total population to analysis [o ree ts A 
smaller groups separated according to age, sex, bu un eH 
and other variables. However, such results as we have suggest that 
this is not a serious matter. Separate computations were made of 
results obtained through independent analysis of the first 20 of the 
36 cases mentioned in the sampling above. There was a disagree- 
ment of 0 to 2 steps in the rank order of 32 D 35, and the es 
mum disagreement was 3.5 steps in the case of two categories. е 
rank difference correlation between the two sets Oe epa d 98. 

The foregoing tells the story of the тош o rie iiri to 
test the adequacy of the categories use и " g | ISLAGHIODS 
reported by parents, and the effectiveness with w. се m categories 
can be applied to obtain trustworthy a ns 4- E ма 
the findings iridicate, first, that if two wir PE Ee vil ind 
100 separate items earmarked for classification, they will inde- 


Pendently place over 90 of these items in the same categories. The 
Major ee arises not with respect to items similarly marked 
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for classification, but in judging what in the original record consti- 
tutes a separate or different source of satisfaction. When this variable 
is introduced, the agreement between independent workers falls to 

‚ about 70 per cent. When this variable is retained with the reserva- 
tion that the interviewer’s judgment is binding and that items ear- 
marked by an independent worker are to be ignored, the agreement 
rises to over 80 per cent. In spite of disagreements ranging from 
less than 10 per cent to almost 30 per cent, depending on the method 
of computation used, the findings further indicate that two inde- 
pendent workers would arrive at substantially the same quantitative 
results in the analysis of records from 20 or more interviews. 

Thus far the questions concerning the categories and the analysis 
of the data have dealt with satisfactions only. The findings that 
emerged when similar procedures were applied to the classification 
and tabulation of problems were substantially the same as the 
findings discussed above. In an analysis of the interview records of 
18 families, workers W and J, in classifying 212 items that both had 
similarly earmarked as representing separate problems, placed 70 
per cent of the items in the same main categories and subcategories, 
and 93 per cent of the items in the same main categories without 
regard to subcategories. When percentages were computed in terms 
of items similarly earmarked for classification by both, plus items 
earmarked by one but not by the other, the agreement was 78 per 
cent. On the same basis, when computations were in terms of items 
earmarked by the interviewer the agreement was $4 per cent. 

In computations based on independent analysis of the records of 
36 families by workers F and W the following results emerged. Four 
hundred and four items were similarly earmarked for classification 
by F and W. Of these 81 per cent were placed in identical main 
categories and subcategories; 92 per cent were placed in the same 
main categories without regard to subcategories. When items simi- 
larly earmarked by F and W, plus items marked by F and not W, 
plus items marked by W and not F, were used as the denominator, 
the agreement was 68 per cent. When computations were made on 
the basis of inclusion of items earmarked by the interviewer but not 
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by the other worker and exclusion of items marked by the non- 
interviewer but not regarded as relevant by the interviewer, the 
agreement was 81.6 per cent. 

When comparisons were made between the total tallies for the 
various categories obtained through independent analysis and tabula- 
tion of the data from 36 families by workers W and F, the following 
results were obtained, Seven of the 37 categories showed exactly the 
same rank according to the two tabulations. There was a difference 
of 0 to L5 steps in the rank order in the case of 27 of the 37 categories, 
a difference of 2 to 4 steps in seven categories, and a difference of 6 
to 10 steps in the remaining three categories. When the categories 
were treated according to the procedure described in the above dis- 
cussion of satisfactions (page 15), there was a correlation (product- 
moment) of .90 between the two workers. The corresponding rank- 
difference correlation between the two workers, computed on the 
basis of the first 20 of the 36 families, was .95. 

While, as can be noted, there are differences at some points be- 
tween these results with respect to the adequacy of the “Problems” 
categories, the findings are so similar to those described above in the 
discussion of satisfactions that much the same comments and con- 


clusions emerge. 
THE MATTER OF SAMPLING 


As has been noted in an earlier section, the families represented 
in the study were drawn mainly from urban, white, middle-class 
groups. The largest and most homogeneous single group included 
154 families with one or more children enrolled in three private 
schools in the metropolitan New York area. The 95 suburban 


families were approximately similar to this large urban body in 


economic and educational background. The majority of the families 
nt background. About 


in these combined groups were of Protesta 
one-third or fewer of the families in these two urban and suburban 


groups were Jewish. The Negro families in the study resided in 
New York City (mainly in Harlem) and in Lynchburg, Virginia; 
these families were reached by way of their membership in a large 
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church in New York City or by way of schools. The group of 
families representing rather low economic status were reached 
through a clinic connected with a hospital in New York City. The 
parents in this group were mainly of Catholic or Protestant back- 
ground. The remaining groups, reached largely through personal 
contacts in the neighborhood of Columbia University and through 
the cooperation of a parent-teacher group in a public school, included 
families of above-average as well as below-average socio-economic 
status, with the former predominating. 

From the foregoing it is apparent that while the data afford some 
comparisons among groups of families differing in ethnic, regional, 
or socio-economic characteristics, the population was not selected to 
represent a cross section of the inhabitants of the United States or of 
the inhabitants of any one city or region within this country. Com- 
parisons which will be presented in a later section (УП) have 
a bearing on the question of how widely the findings in the study 
may be general for the population of the country as a whole. 

How truly the findings in this investigation reflect the ideas of 
parents within the samplings of the population that were studied 
is complicated by the fact that several interviewers participated in 
the work. The question of the trustworthiness of the findings, so 
far as the role of the interviewer is concerned, largely reduces to this: 
Given a similar sampling of the study population and procedures 
such as those described here, what is the likelihood that substantially 
similar results would be obtained by another group of interviewers? 
A partial answer to this question can be found by comparing the 
results obtained by different interviewers in the present study. Ap 
from this, we can raise the question of what is the likelihood that 
results similar to those obtained in this study would be found if 
similar interviewers using similar techniques obtained data fro: 


similar but not identical sampling of the study population. A pa 
answer can be found b 


sectional portion of the 


with another cross-secti 
To 


art 


ma 
rtial 
у comparing results obtained when a cross- 
population of the present study is compared 
onal portion. 


answer the first question raised above, quantitative compari- 
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sons were made among results obtained by different interviewers 
with different groups. The comparison was made on the basis of 
the score or frequency of mention of various main categories per 
family. The correlation method was applied to obtain a rough 
indication of the degree of correspondence among the relative scores 
of the different categories. In one such comparison between satisfac- 
tions reported to interviewer W (with a group of 118 families) and 
satisfactions reported to interviewer F (with a group of 36 families) 
the correlation was .71. In a corresponding comparison between 
interviewer M (with 69 families) and interviewer C (with 55 
families) the correlation was .72. In a comparison between inter- 
viewer F (with 36 families) and interviewer J (with 35 families) 
the correlation was .66. The corresponding coefficients from the 
tabulation of problems were as follows: 71, .76, and .50. 

These correlations may be regarded as rather low, and taken at 
their face value they suggest that the findings were to a large extent 
influenced by the interviewer. However, the correlations suffer from 
the fact that the number of cases represented in one or both parts of 
the comparison is rather small and from the further fact that the 
average age of the children in the several groups varies. 

It is likely that these correlations would be higher if the number 
of cases involved in the comparison were larger. To achieve larger 
numbers it is necessary to combine results from several interviewers 
with the results from the worker who conducted the largest number 
of interviews. On this basis, comparison between one urban group of 
118 families interviewed by W and one urban and three suburban 
Broups interviewed by workers F, A, J, and S (131 families) yields 
а coefficient of .78 in the case of satisfactions. Comparison between 
the same urban group interviewed by W and the remaining study 
Population (all other interviewers combined) yields a coefficient of 
95. Similar comparisons with respect to frequency of problems re- 
Ported in the various categories yield respective coefficients of .67 
and .89, 

To answer the second question raised above, the results were 
Separately computed in terms of general categories for two approxi- 
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mately. equal divisions of the total study population. An effort was 
made to match roughly the groups included in these two aggregates. 
For example, suburban families interviewed by workers S and A 
were included in one aggregate and suburban families interviewed 
by J were included in the other. Urban families interviewed by W 
and included in one aggregate were roughly matched against another 
urban population in another city interviewed by W, plus smaller 
urban populations interviewed by workers F and M, and so on. 
While approximately similar in size (the families totaled 273 and 271 
respectively), the two aggregates were only roughly equivalent with 
respect to such factors as socio-economic status and locale. When 
rank-difference coefficients were computed as a means of comparing 
the relative frequencies shown by the various categories in these two 
aggregates, a coefficient of .92 was obtained for satisfactions and a 
coefficient of .89 for problems. In other words, according to the test 
here employed it would appear that if other similar interviewers 
used similar procedures with other parents belonging to a similar 
population, the results would be substantially as found for the popu- 
lation of the present study. 


1 J . FINDINGS REGARDING FREQUENCY 
OF SATISFACTIONS AND PROBLEMS 


IN CHILD REARING 


Tur carEcomms of satisfactions and problems in child rearing are 
presented in the Appendix, pages 129 to 235. With each major 
category are shown the percentage and number of children, and 
with each subcategory is shown the number of children for whom 
items under each heading were reported. This section reports some 
of the gross findings and broad trends revealed by the data. 

The parents reported a cumulative total of 18,121 satisfactions or 
joys. They reported a cumulative total of 7,654 problems or diffi- 
culties, Satisfactions outnumber problems in а ratio of about 2.5 
tol. 

This does not mean that having and rearing children is two and 
a half parts joy and one part woe. The fact that the satisfactions re- 
ported outnumber so distinctly the problems seems to indicate that 
the happier features of child rearing come quite as readily to mind 
as the difficulties and are either more numerous or more readily or 
willingly recalled. 

The preponderance of o 
enced by many factors. Fro 
the oblivescence of the disagreea 


ptimistic items may, of course, be influ- 
m findings in other studies dealing with 
ble one might expect more pleasant 


details than unpleasant. Apart from this many parents perhaps were 


impressed by the novelty of being asked not solely what was trouble- 


Some but also what was enjoyable about life with their children, and 
emphasis to the enjoyable side. 


this may have moved some to give À 
Satisfactions and problems were mentioned in that order. 
ors that might be mentioned 


These and other unmeasured fact 
undoubtedly came into play. Accordingly, for purposes of this study, 
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TABLE III: SATISFACTIONS iw Cuitp RearinGc TALLIED AccorDING TO Major CATEGORIES 


ys, girls, and boys and girls combined, show (1) per cent of families represented in 
factions; (2) per cent of children for whom parents ipe ee one or more satis- 


Results, presented separately for bo 
h category; and (3) per cent of all reported satisfactions that fall in each 


each general category by one or тоге satis 
factions in one or more subcategorics 1n сас 


category. 
Per ens Per Cent of Children Per Cent of Items 
o 
Families Boys Girls Total Boys Girls Total 


N 544 N51 N566 N1137 N 8975 N9146 N 18,121 


eee EAAS а а. 


Fact or Havinc CHILDREN; REFLECTION OF SELF; COMPANIONSHIP; 
Pripe iN Rote as PARENT 


1. Fact of having offspring of a certain number, sex, spacing; child gives 
stimulus, purpose, value to life | 31.8 31:3 30.3 30.9 3.1 2.9 3.0 
2. Reflection of self in child; child manifests parental traits, interests, foibles 15.5 11.0 6.0 8.5 .99 48 73 
3. Companionship: shared interests; congeniality; mutual affection 72.3 63.4 67.3 65.3 8.5 7.8 8.1 
4. Pleasure, pride in parental duties and activities in child rearing 63.7 58.6 59.8 59.2 - FA 7.5 7.3 
[3 PLEASURE IN WITNESSING OR REFLECTING ON PHENOMENA OF 
DEVELOPMENT, SATISFACTORY PROGRESS, ĪNDIVIDUAL DIFFERENCES 
19. Growth: phenomena of growth, change, development, personality for- 
mation 31,5 19.9 24.3 22.0 1.6 1.9 1j 
21. Difference in qualities, traits of different offspring 16.9? -— — 16.9? = — —- 
Елстовѕ IN CHILD CONTRIBUTING TO PARENTAL CONVENIENCE; 
MINIMUM OF TROUBLE 
6. Routines: eating, sleeping, self-help, etc. , 58.3 45.3 51.3 48.3 51 6.1 5.6 
7. Child's performance of chores; helpful, responsible in household affairs 47.8 41.0 43.7 42.3 3.3 3.5 3.4 
8. Fact that child causes little bother, trouble, or inconvenience; is easy 
to manage . 28.3 17.0 18.4 17.7 L2 1.3 1.2 
13. Safe or successful dealings with hazards of fire, traffic, water, being 
Jost, etc. 16.2 14.2 11.9 13.0 1.0 ‚79 .88 
SATISFYING FEATURES ОР GENERAL PHYSICAL AND SOCIAL ENVIRONMENT, 
FINANCIAL SITUATION, Services RENDERED BY OTHERS, BY SCHOOL 
25.9 27.8 29.0 28.4 2.3 2.5 2.4 


9. Pleasant or satisfying living quarters, physical environment, locale 
10. Advantages, favorable factors in social and moral environment; stand- 
15.6 11.7 6.7 9.2 .80 44 ‚62 


ards, customs of community 
UE E eATIOPI---——-——— P———  ——— co— —————— E 
————————— — — M к. - = " - 


11. Child's favorable reaction to or receipt of benefits from communi ty 


1 See also 34 A-E. Mention of school, all categories combined. 


35.0 32.4 23944 32.7 
12. Influence of specific playmates, companions 2.0 1.4 .89 1.1 
14. Adequacy of or adjustment to family finances 14.7 13.3 17.2 15.2 
15. Qualities of maid; good relations between child and maid _ 11.4 8.4 7.8 8.1 
15X. Qualities of doctors and nurses; child's response to medical care 12.1 6.7 8.1 7.4 
34E. School facilities, program, personnel! 25.0 19.1 16.3 17.7 
36. Values gained by parent from books; from “experts” on child rearing 5.3 5.2 5.0 4.1 
Снр" Ѕсноог PROGRESS AND ADJUSTMENT 
34A. Progress and achievement in school work, subjects, projects 32.6 21.4 26.9 24.1 
34B. Deportment, adjustment to school's demands 14.4 9.6 11.2 10.4 
34C. Social adjustments in school 13.3 8.2 7.3 Же 
34D. Attitudes, industry in relation to school 25.8 14.0 15.8 14.9 
34A, B, C, D, E. All school items, including 34E. 62.4 46.2 46.4 46.3 
Quatitigs, Assets, Preasinc Features IN CHILD'S PERSONALITY, 
ApJUsrMENTS, RELATIONS WITH OTHERS 
20. Personality traits, temperament, character, disposition 81.7 63.5 64.5 63.9 
24. Miscellaneous qualities, virtues: thrift, obedience, etc. 33.9 29.9 25.5 27.) 
25. Pleasing (or absence of displeasing) mannerisms or habits; "cute" ways 21.7 11.9 16.6 14.3 
€» 22. Desirable (or absence of undesirable) forms of emotional behavior 17.1 11.0 10.1 10.6 
23. Good social relationships; sociable, holds own; popular; good man- 
ners, etc. 64.0 44.5 50.6 47.5 
18. Sibling relationships; friendly (or not unfriendly) relations 55.6? 42.68 40.5? 41.53 
17. Favorable (or not unfavorable) adjustment to sex 35.1 25.7 31.3 28.5 
27. Health, robustness, or good recovery from illness 25.8 20.0 21.4 20.7 
28. Physical appearance 19.3 11.7 14.3 13.0 
29. Intellectual abilities, mental talents, reasoning, judgment, etc. 67.3 46.2 43.7 45.0 
30. Motor ability; motor talents, skills, coordination 39.9 28.0 23.0 25.5 
31. Artistic abilities, interests; appreciation and performance 52.1 30.6 38.4 34.4 
32. Miscellaneous interests, hobbies, preferences 55.9 46.7 46.9 46.8 
MISCELLANEOUS 
16. Qualities of child's relations with other parent, with relatives 53.7 50.4 51.0 50.7 
33. Religion: child’s interests, attitudes, etc.; values of religion 215 23.5 25.0 24.2 
35. Reactions to the war‘ 34.2 37.1 29.9 33.5 


* Based on one tally per family (not on tallies per child); computed on basis of families (356) with two or more children. 
? Computed on the basis of 480 boys and 469 girls who had one or more siblings. 
4 See discussion, page 68. 
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the relative frequency of mention of pleasant and unpleasant items 
is less important than is the nature of the experiences that are re- 
ported when the parent describes now his satisfactions and now his 
problems, and also less important than the comparative frequency 
under each category of satisfactions or problems relating to various 
aspects of the child’s life. 

Table III, preceding, shows the rewards of parenthood as reported 
by the parents themselves, Table IV, pages 26 to 28, gives corre- 
sponding results with regard to problems. Table V, pages 30 to 32, 
which repeats some of the data of Tables Ш and IV, offers a con- 
venient comparison between the relative frequency of satisfactions 
and of problems in corresponding categories. 

The categories of satisfactions (Table Ш) have been roughly 
grouped under certain general headings. One large group includes 
Joys that relate peculiarly or distinctly to the fact of being a par- 
ent and to emotional aspects of parent-child relationships. Another 
even larger group relates more specifically to satisfying qualities in 
children as seen by their parents. These two groups may, in turn, 
be distinguished from certain other clusters, including a group of 
categories having to do with characteristics in the child that make 
for a minimum of difficulty and a maximum of convenience to the 
parent, and still another group that relates to satisfying features in 
the physical and cultural environment. There is a similar grouping 
of categories representing problems in Table IV. 


THE ROLE OF PARENTHOOD 
The first four categories in Table III deal primarily with the ro 


of parenthood. The first (Category 1) has to do chiefly w. 


le 
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say they themselves possess (Category 2) was reported by 15.5 per 
cent of the parents. 


COMPANIONSHIP 


The joys brought about by companionship, shared interests, con- 
geniality, mutual affection between parents and one or more of their 
offspring (Category 3) were mentioned by 72.3 per cent of the 
parents and had reference to 65.3 per cent of all the children. In 
terms of children referred to, this represents the largest category of 
satisfactions in Table III as a whole. In terms of number of items 
reported, it ranks second. Undoubtedly the percentage would have 
risen sharply if parents had been asked specifically whether they 
derived pleasure from the companionship of their children. The 
high percentage of parents who did report items in this category 
even though there was no such prompting indicates that the com- 
panionship offered by children represents the most prominent re- 
Ward of being a parent. í 

Perhaps it would not be amiss to link this category with another 
large group of satisfactions, namely, those relating to the qualities 
of the spouse or of relatives and to the quality of the relationship of 
children to these other adult members of the family (Category 16). 
While this category does not deal specifically with the subject of 
Companionship, the idea of companionship, or at least the idea of a 
sharing of sentiment, is implicit. Reports of pleasures in this cate- 
gory were made by 53.7 per cent of the parents, representing 50.7 
Per cent of the children. à I 

The importance which parents attach to this matter of companion- 
ship is further emphasized by the fact that in their reports of present 
Or past problems or difficulties, 14.7 per cent of the parents deplored 
the lack of companionship or congenial relationships between them- 
Selves and one or more of their children for shorter or longer periods 
ОЁ time. In their reports of present problems (Table IV, No. 3), 
only 12.1 per cent of the parents report items belonging to this 


Category. 
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PARENTAL DUTIES AND ACTIVITIES 


A third large group of pleasures relating to the role of parenthood 
appears in Category 4, which deals with the pride and satisfaction 
derived from the exercise of parental duties and activities in the up- 
bringing of children. Included here are many testimonials that ap- 


pear to be somewhat of a self-congratulatory nature. Broadly speak- 
als more specifically than the others with the 


ing, this category de 
d as a job or a vocation. Satisfac- 


rewards that come from parenthoo 
tions in this category were reported by parents in 63.7 per cent of 


the families and had reference to 59.2 per cent of the children. 
ategory alone, without taking ac- 


According to the results in this c 
that imply but do not specifically 


count of items in other categories 
mention pride in the job of being a, parent, about 64 per cent of the 


parents expressed themselves as being pleased in big or little ways 
about their performance as parents. [t is likely that the percentage 
would have been higher if parents had been specifically questioned 


on this point. 

The description of the subcat 
shows that it includes a variety О 
generally good job; pride or sati 
child rearing; pleasure in meeting 
personality traits; satisfaction in t 
successful overcoming of problems; 
lems; promotion of specific learnings; 
perience with an older child; pleasure 


denial; and certain other lesser subcategories. " | 
Although all these expressions have reference to child rearing, 


Many of them imply a note of self-commendation as distinguished 
from wholesale enthusiasm for the job of child ягы Өз such. 
Moreover, as shown in Table IV, when parents described matters 
that made for present or past difficulty or dissatisfaction, 39.9 per 
Cent mentioned items in the corresponding problem category. 
While this percentage 1s smaller than the value of 63.7 per cent in 
the tabulation of satisfactions, s a substantial figure and 1s 


egories under this category (p. 135) 
£ matters, such as ability to do a 
«faction in a theory or policy of 
the challenge raised by distinctive 
he exercise of parental wisdom; 
successful prevention of prob- 
success in profiting from ex- 
in sacrifice, self-restraint, self- 
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exceeded in frequency by only six other categories in the tabulation 
of problems. 

The cumulative frequency of items in Category 4 was 1,322 in 
accounts of satisfactions and 370 in accounts of present problems. 
The work involved in the occupation of being a parent has both its 
pleasant and its unpleasant features, but the former seem to be more 
Numerous, or at least seem to come more readily to mind when 


Parents discuss the subject. 


CHILDREN’S GROWTH AND DEVELOPMENTAL CHANGES 


The phenomena of children’s growth, development, and change, 
of the emergence of new physical features, and of new capacities 
Were mentioned by 31.5 per cent of parents in accounts of their 
satisfactions (Table III, No. 19). These pertained to 22 per cent of 
the children. The category on the “problem” side of development 
contains a number of items that are not the exact opposite of matters 
in the category dealing with satisfactions (Table IV, No. 19). Items 
falling under the general heading of developmental problems, re- 


tardation, imbalance, departures from the normal or desired status 
t of the parents 1n reports of past 


Were mentioned by 14.2 per cen ; 
and present problems and by 8.7 per cent of the parents 1n references 
| | 
to 5.1 per cent of the children in accounts of present problems. | 
Another category (Table MI, No. 21), m pte in 
qualities, traits of different offspring, 18 related to the above. It in- 
cludes any mention of satisfaction ОГ interest in differences between 
“I enjoy watching my two 


two ог more children in the family (¢-8+ | | ytw 
ther Henry is very impatient ; 


Oys: John i ient, his bro 
: atient, NIS zs 
7 s very p , George is interested mainly in 


», < 


abel has eyes only for people; ; 
Mechanical С ы I think boys and girls arc born x mani epa 
1s Very ‘lovey’ and Mildred is usually rather aloof but always t ought- 
|: you would hardly know they 
tems in this category were repo" ted 1 
m had more than one child. It shoul 
ems did not represent characteristic? үу 
Pleasing per se. cui example, when 2 parent repor 


are sisters”). 
by 16.9 per cent of the parents 


be noted that many of the 
hich parents regarded as 
ted an item such 
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as: “Benny always is cranky when hungry (which his brother Peter 
is not),” the parent was not expressing pleasure concerning Benny’s 
crankiness but her relish of the fact that one son differed so interest- 
ingly from another. 

These two categories (Nos. 19 and 21) represent predominantly 
an enjoyment of children as interesting phenomena. Undoubtedly 
there were many items, classified in other categories by virtue of the 
way in which they were worded, that also represented pleasure in 
witnessing the phenomena of development. 


ROUTINES, PERFORMANCE OF CHORES, FACTORS 
AFFECTING PARENTAL CONVENIENCE 


Another group of satisfactions falls under the general heading of 
factors that make for parental convenience and a minimum of bother 
or worry: 58.3 per cent of the parents (Table III, No. 6) noted with 
pleasure that some or all aspects of routine habit training (including 
eating, sleeping, elimination, dressing, and various practices under 
the general heading of self-help) had gone well for one or more 
children, or had improved after a period of difficulty; 47.8 per cent 
of the parents (Table III, No. 7) spoke with satisfaction about the 
fact that one or more children in the family performed chores or 
exhibited helpfulness and willingness to assume responsibility in 
connection with everyday household affairs; 28.3 per cent of the 
parents also expressed satisfaction (Table III, No. 8) in the fact that 
a child was easy to manage, that he did not demand too much of 
the parent’s time, and that he would play happily by himself. 

While matters relating to parental convenience and comfort con- 
stitute a large source of satisfaction, it also appears, as one would 
expect, that many problems or sources of dissatisfaction arise in con- 
nection with these categories. When parents spoke of their present 
and past problems and perplexities, 61.6 per cent mentioned matters 
having to do with routine habits (Table IV, No. 6). From a com- 
parative standpoint, difficulties and dissatisfactions relating to this 
category ranked higher in frequency than did satisfactions. As can 
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be seen from Table IV there was only one other category in the 
tabulation of present and past problems that exceeded Category 6 in 
the number of families concerned. On the same basis, in the tabula- 
tion of satisfactions this category had a rank of 7. In other words, 
difficulties in the areas covered by this category loom relatively larger 
than satisfying features. 

It may be noted in passing that a 
Category 6 had to do with matters relating to feeding. Of the 


cumulative total of 1,016 items of satisfaction in this category, 373 


related to one aspect or another of the child’s eating and nutrition. 
blems, 177 were concerned 


Of the cumulative total of 446 present pro 
with this topic. 
Several other categories in T 


large proportion of the items in 


‘ables III and IV pertain to satisfactions 
or issues that arise in day-to-day dealings with children. One cate- 
gory on the “problem” side (Table IV, No. 14X) represents difficul- 
ties parents encounter by reason of children’s resistance, negativism, 
disrespect for authority, lack of appreciation, tendency to complain, 
and so on. One or more items in this category were reported by 
344 and 28.3 per cent of the families, respectively, in accounts of 
past plus present problems and in accounts of present problems. 
There is no category on the “satisfaction” side that includes precisely 
Opposite forms of behavior. 
SAFETY, ACCIDENTS, HAZARDS 


The categories that pertain to accidents, hazards, and other matters 
relating to the everyday safety of children provide some interesting 
Comparisons. As can be noted in Table IV, actual accidents, injuries, 
and near accidents (No. 13X) were tabulated separately from fears or 
Worries concerning the possibility that accidents might occur (No. 
13). Misfortunes that were anticipated or feared far outnumbered 
accidents that actually had occurred. In accounts of present prob- 
lems, about 18 per cent of the parents reported worries about acci- 
dents that might befall in accounts of past and present problems 
combined, 25.2 per cent of the parents were represented in this 
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category. On the other hand, only 9.2 per cent of the parents re- 
ported accidents or near accidents that actually had occurred in either 
the near or the distant past. 

The discrepancy here between the incidence of fear of what might 
happen and the frequency with which such feared events actually 
materialize is in keeping with findings from various other sources 
concerning fear. In studies of children, for example, it has been 
found that a large percentage of children worry about such matters 
as possible drowning, injury through fire, attacks by animals, and 
the like, misfortunes that might be visited on them by ghosts and 
other supernatural creatures, the possibility of failing in school, 
and so on, whereas the actual incidence of such calamities is rela- 
tively low. 

The discrepancy between reported worries concerning physical 
accidents and the actual incidence of such accidents suggests that 
parents borrow a good deal of needless trouble. On the other hand, 
the very fact that the parents worry may sometimes have the effect 
of forestalling an accident that might otherwise occur. In any event, 
the matter of parental anxiety concerning the physical safety of their 
children has ramifications that go far beyond the scope of the data 
collected in the present study. Undoubtedly parents sometimes pro- 
ject their own fears onto their children. Occasionally, no doubt, the 
anxieties of the parents are related to feelings of guilt. Quite im- 
portant, too, is the fact that parents have such а tremendous emo- 
tional stake in their children that a good deal of apprehensiveness 
concerning their safety is inevitable. The available data do not 
provide a basis for a thorough exploration of the many factors that 
are involved. 

It is interesting to note that the percentage of parents who ex- 
pressed satisfaction with regard to their children's success in safely 
meeting the hazards of traffic, drowning, being lost, and so on (Table 
III, No. 13) almost equals the percentage of parents who reported 
current apprehensions with regard to accidents of this sort (the 
respective values are 162 and 17.9 per cent). 
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MATTERS RELATING TO PHYSICAL AND 
CULTURAL ENVIRONMENT 

Another group of categories (Table III, No. 9) embodies satisfac- 
tions that do not pertain to parental practices on the one hand, or 
pleasing qualities of the children on the other, but concern factors 
in the physical and cultural environment of the household. Pleas- 
ing or satisfying characteristics of the physical environment—living 
quarters, locale of residence, and the like—were mentioned by 25.9 
per cent of the parents. Favorable comments concerning the social 
or moral environment surrounding the home or the good effects of 
à given environment (such as camp) (Table III, No. 10) were 
mentioned by 15.6 per cent of the parents. Thirty-five per cent of the 
Parents expressed pleasure about the favorable reaction shown by one 
or more children to the facilities or benefits which the neighborhood 
or the community afforded (Table III, No. 11); and a small per cent 
of parents (2.0) mentioned the good influence of specific playmates 
and companions (Table III, No. 12). 2 3j 

The cumulative frequency of items of satisfaction in the four 
categories relating to conditions in the physical and social environ- 
ment is 1,064. This total indicates, as do the percentages cited above, 
that matters relating to the family's place of abode, the physical 
comforts and facilities afforded by their dwelling, and the cultural 
and other facilities afforded by the neighborhood and the community, 
Contribute to an important degree to the satisfactions of family life. 

owever, in view of various considerations, the frequencies in these 
Categories are rather low. The phrasing of the general introduction 
to the interview was such as to draw the attention of parents to mat- 
ters that might fall in these categories. As earlier stated, parents 
Were told that this was a study of the joys and problems associated 
with child rearing in urban and non-urban communities. Moreover, 
the interviewers frequently questioned parents specifically concern- 
ing their reactions to their present place of abode. This was especially 
true when a parent reported that the family had moved from one 
Place to another. In other words, here is one area 1n which the inter- 
Viewers sometimes departed from the general policy of avoiding 
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leading questions. The reason lay in the fact that the investigation 
was originally designed in part to gain information specifically con- 
cerning factors in the locality of the home that had a bearing on 
child rearing. In view of this, the cumulative frequency of 1,064 
items of satisfaction in this group of categories is rather small com- 
pared with frequencies in a number of other categories (the total 
for all categories combined was 18,121). It would appear that parents 
either tend to take for granted the good features of the physical and 
cultural environment of the home or tend to regard these features as 
decidedly less important than features in the psychological environ- 
ment as represented by their own attitudes, the personal qualities 
exhibited by members of the family, and the quality of the relation- 
ship existing among family members. 

Features of the physical and social environment seem to assume 
greater importance when we consider them not from the point of 
view of the satisfactions they afford but from the point of view of the 
problems or difficulties which they entail. The percentage of parents 
who mentioned unpleasant or unfavorable features in the physical 
environment when describing present or past problems or difficulties 
was substantially larger than the percentage of parents who dis- 
cussed pleasant features when they told of their satisfactions (the 
Tespective percentages were 35.0 and 25.9) (Table V, No. 9). 
Moreover, this category ranked eighth in frequency of mention (per 


family) in the tabulation of problems, whereas it had a rank of 21 in 
the tabulation of satisfactions. 


In passing, it may be mentioned that there were large differences 


among the various groups of parents with respect to mention of the 
items in this category. Families in the low-income groups showed a 
higher frequency of mention of physical and other discomforts con- 
nected with their dwelling places than did families in other groups. 
On the other hand, families in the higher-income groups, whose 
dwelling places would be judged by objective standards to be quite 
comfortable, did not correspondingly express satisfaction about this 


fact. There is a greater tendency to take comforts for granted than to 
ignore discomforts. 
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In like manner items in Category 11, which includes the social and 
cultural environment surrounding the home (the good or bad influ- 
ence of children in the neighborhood, congenial or uncongenial 
social and ethnic groups, the presence or absence of museums or 
other cultural facilities, and the like), were mentioned more often 
when parents described their problems and dissatisfactions than 
when they discussed matters that gave them pleasure or satisfaction. 


FINANCES 


Satisfactions with matters relating to the financial circumstances of 
the family (Table III, No. 14) were reported by 14.7 per cent of the 
s, 20.6 per cent of the parents reported 
present difficulties and 23 per cent reported either present or past 
difficulties or dissatisfactions (Table IV, No. 14) with regard to 
family finances. Satisfaction with the family’s financial situation 
was mentioned more frequently by parents who were in compara- 
tively poor circumstances than by parents of better means. Indeed, 
in the case of parents of better means there was practically no men- 
tion of satisfaction over the fact that family finances were favorable 
or had improved. On the other hand, there were many such parents 
who described satisfactions growing out of financial reverses. The 
family, for example, pulled together better now that there was less 
Money, or the youngsters, instead of complaining, met the challenge 
and helped to contribute to the family coffer, or cheerfully surren- 


dered luxuries and privileges. 

It appears that if parents are re 
tend to take their situation for 8 
financial circumstances are not favorable ] ' 
make note of the fact. Again, parents in relatively poor circum- 
stances more frequently mentioned satisfactions and problems re- 
lating to family finances than did parents with larger incomes. 


HOUSEHOLD HELP 
Matters pertaining to the qualities of maids and other household 
help (Table III, No. 15); including good relationships between the 
‚ No. 


parents. Over against thi 


latively well off financially they 
ranted. On the other hand, if 
ble, parents are more likely to 
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maid and the children in the family, were mentioned by 11.4 per 
cent of the parents in accounts of satisfactions, and by 6.3 per cent in 
accounts of present problems (Table IV, No. 15) and 12.9 per cent 
in accounts of past and present problems combined. There was a 
total of 111 items of satisfaction and 75 items of present dissatisfac- 
tion. 

To interpret these values it would be necessary to have information 
concerning the number of families that had maids. Unfortunately, 
this information was not obtained in all cases. In any event, it may 
be stated that a large proportion of the families in the study did not 
have maids. In view of this fact, the number of references to satisfy- 
ing qualities in maids assumes added significance. While the num- 
ber is small compared with the numbers in many of the other 
categories, it still appears that parents attach a considerable amount 
of importance to the characteristics of persons employed in the 
household. In many instances, as one might perhaps expect, it ap- 
peared that the life and welfare of the household rested very heavily 
on the services of the maid. It was only by virtue of having a good 
maid that many mothers were able to work outside the home. Again, 
in many instances it seemed that the maid played an important role 
in the upbringing of the children. Moreover, her services enabled 
parents to do many things for ailing or troubled children that other- 
wise could not have been done. 

That the maid can play an important role in the household is, of 
course, not surprising. What was reported in the present study 
simply confirms what one can gather from observation and contacts 
in everyday life. The maid obviously can occupy a role that goes 
quite beyond the outmoded concept of that of the “hired girl” or the 
“domestic servant.” Indeed, in many respects the qualities and 
characteristics of the maid may be more important for a child’s well- 
being and upbringing than the qualities of a classroom teacher. 
Like the parent, the maid can take over many functions and exercise 
many influences that do not fall within the sphere of the school. 
She is daily associated with the child’s feeding and other aspects of 
his physical well-being. She has an Opportunity to be a combined 
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teacher, disciplinarian, and intimate friend. In view of all this, it 
may well be maintained that if a family is to have a maid this service 
should be regarded as an important item of the family budget when 
compared with many other elements that go into the rearing and 
education of children. 


DOCTORS, NURSES, MEDICAL CARE 


Items relating to doctors, nurses, various aspects of medical care, 
children’s responses to medical treatment, and their behavior during 
convalescence (Table III, No. 15X) were mentioned by 12.1 per 
cent of the parents in accounts of satisfactions, and by 3.5 per cent 
of the parents in accounts of present problems or dissatisfactions 
and by 8.3 per cent in accounts of past plus present problems (Table 


IV, No. 15X). 


SCHOOL FACILITIES 

within the general grouping of features 
and facilities of the’ physical and social environment has reference 
to the school facilities, the program offered by the school, and the 
Personnel of the school (Table Ш, No. 34E). Twenty-five per cent 
of the parents reported satisfactions in this category. In accounts of 
Present problems and dissatisfactions, 16.9 per cent of the parents 
reported items that fell in this category (Table III, No. 34E). As 
can be noted from the tables, this is only one of several categories re- 
lating to the school and the child’s behavior, adjustment, and progress 


їй the school. 


Another category that falls 


SOURCES OF ADVICE ON CHILD REARING 

n child rearing obtained from books or 
» (Table Ш, No. 36) was mentioned 
resent dissatisfactions, or un- 


Satisfaction with advice o 
from verbal advice by “experts 
Y 5.3 per cent of the parents. Past oF P 
Avorable reactions to books and “experts” (Table IV, No. 36), were 


Mentioned by 6.3 per cent of the parents. Ip P. MA е. | |. ; 
18,12 s Y - пед by parents in the study as a whole, 
1 satisfactions mentione? У cumulative total of 7,654 present 


only 48 fell in this category. ОЁ the 


42 JOYS AND PROBLEMS OF CHILD REARING 


problems or dissatisfactions mentioned by parents only 23 fell in 
this category. 

In view of the fact that there were so many other things that 
parents could think about and report, it is perhaps not surprising that 
reference to advice on child rearing gained from books or other 
sources should appear so infrequently. On the other hand, since a 
large proportion of the parents in the study were relatively well- 
educated people, it is not unlikely that many of them had read 
material dealing with the care and upbringing of children. It is 
possible that some satisfactions or dissatisfactions falling in other 
categories were formulated in part, directly or indirectly, on points 
of view with regard to child rearing advanced through writings and 
lectures. 

- Although the findings in this study did not make it feasible to rate 

problems or satisfactions in terms of severity or intensity, it appeared 
that the unfavorable remarks relating to advice on child rearing 
from books and experts were, if anything, more emphatic than were 
the favorable remarks. One mother, for example, spoke bitterly 
about the worry and sleepless nights she had to endure in an effort to 
get her first baby to gain a certain number of ounces in weight each 
week. A book which she was using as a guide flatly prescribed what 
the gain should be. According to her report, she reached such a 
point of nervous and mental exhaustion that her own health and 
indirectly the health of her baby were threatened. So she threw the 
book away, discarded the advice, and things took a brighter turn for 
all concerned. 

Another example of rather bitter reaction to ostensibly expert ad- 
vice came from a father and mother who were jointly interviewed 
and who reported that harm had been done to their older child by 
their efforts to follow a bit of advice which 
two decades ago. This advice was to the effect 
be careful not to show too much affection. Th 
many of their difficulties with their older child 
and reported that things went much better wh 
garded it with their younger child. 


had a brief vogue 
that parents should 
е parents attributed 
to this admonition 
en they had disre- 
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These expressions of criticism, as well as milder comments, were 
quite infrequent, as Table IV shows. On the other hand, several 
parents, without registering any specific complaint that could be 
tallied, expressed themselves to the effect that they had brought up 
their first child according to “the book” and had brought up a second 
or a later child according to what they could learn from the child 
himself and what they had learned from the older child. The inter- 
Viewers had the impression that many parents had a more realistic 
and sympathetic understanding of differences between children and 
of the variety of approaches needed to take account of such differ- 
ences than generally can be gained from books that give or purport 
to give practical advice on the upbringing of children. 


GREATER ASSIGNMENT OF BLAME THAN OF CREDIT 
TO EXTERNAL ENVIRONMENT 


A word may be added to the above paragraphs that deal with 
categories having to do with satisfying and dissatisfying features in 
the general physical, social, and cultural environment. It is interest- 
ing to note that expressions of dissatisfaction and accounts of prob- 
lems appear in this general group of categories with relatively greater 
frequency than do expressions of satisfaction. A cumulative tally 
shows that 19.3 per cent of all items expressing present dissatisfac- 
tions or problems fell under these general headings, whereas a 
Similar cumulative tally of items of satisfaction shows only 8.7 per 
Cent. It appears that parents are considerably more likely to blame 
the neighborhood and the influences that are brought to bear by 
children and adults outside the home when they discuss their diff- 
culties than to give credit to these influences when they describe 
their joys, On the other hand, as can be gathered ed the first 
Stoup of general categories in Tables Ш and IV, Sige w M 
directly to the parent himself, his methods, and the uM ity of the 
relationship between him and the child are ir рн x^ a 
Siderably higher relative frequency when parents "s e on 
satisfactions than when they give 2? account of E s p an 

İssatisfactions. Items in these general categorics (Table Ya 


44 JOYS AND PROBLEMS OF CHILD REARING 


sent 19.1 per cent of the total of 18,121 satisfactions mentioned by 
the parents. On the other hand, these categories represent only 9.6 
per cent of the total of 7,654 present problems or dissatisfactions 
mentioned by the parents. 

The foregoing indicates that parents have a tendency to give 
credit to themselves and their children when matters are satisfying 
and are going well. They tend to blame outside circumstances for 
matters that are dissatisfying and are not going well. 


SCHOOL PROGRESS, ADJUSTMENTS, AND THE LIKE 


Items relating to the school, including school facilities, program, 
and personnel already mentioned (‘Table Ш, No. 34), were discussed 
by 62.4 per cent of the parents in their accounts of satisfactions, by 
33.7 per cent in their accounts of present problems and dissatisfac- 
tions (Table IV, No. 34), and by 52.1 in accounts of present plus 
past problems. Items relating to the school represent 5.3 per cent of 
the 18,121 items of satisfaction reported in the study as a whole and 
55 per cent of the 7,654 present problems and items of dissatisfaction 
reported by the parents. 

The fact that almost two thirds of the parents, without prompt- 
ing; mentioned the school when they described their satisfactions is 
quite striking. It may well be asked whether the high frequency of 
mention genuinely reflects the place occupied by the school in 
parents’ thoughts concerning their children. The fact that many of 
the interviews were held in school buildings and that a large pro- 
portion of the interviews in homes had been solicited by way of 
schools might have turned the thoughts of the parents to the school 
more than would have been the case if the approach had been made 
through other channels. Moreover, the fact that a large number of 
the children attended private schools that had been chosen in prefer- 
ence to public schools or other schools that the youngsters might 
have attended also would suggest that many of the parents in this 


* With the exception of one group of 36 parents who had been told in a letter introduc- 


ing the interviewer that the latter was interested, among other matters, in parental reactions 
to school, 
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study were more “school-minded” than parents in the population at 
large. 

However, the high frequency of mention of school is not primarily 
due to these private school groups. As a matter of fact, when com- 
parisons are made among the constituent groups of the study, includ- 
ing parents of private school children, parents solicited by way of 
the school, parents of public school children solicited by way of the 
school, parents of public school children solicited through clinics, 
churches, or personal and other contacts quite independent of the 
school, the proportion of parents in the latter groups who mentioned 
school was as high as or higher than the proportion in the former 
groups. Indeed, the school category ranked higher in frequency of 
mention in reports obtained from relatively poor parents who were 
interviewed in a medical clinic than in reports given by parents to 
whom access had been gained by way of a school. | 

Accordingly, so far as can be judged from the testimony of the 
various groups in the study, the present findings do not give a dis- 
torted picture of the extent to which matters relating to school 
occupy the thoughts of parents in general. The fact remains, of 
course, that the study was conducted by interviewers identified with 


Teachers College. It cannot be determined to what extent this factor 


might have turned the parents’ thoughts toward school. 


In the cluster of categories relating to school, the largest single 
category of satisfactions (Table Ш, No. 34A) concerns children's 
progress and achievement in school subjects and projects. Items in 
this category were reported by 32.6 per cent of the parents; 258 per 
cent mentioned matters under the general heading of children's 
attitudes toward school and their industry in school (Table III, No. 
34D)—"Child likes school, works hard, applies himself to school 
projects, finds the work interesting," etc. Twenty-five per cent of 
the parents, as has been noted earlier (Table III, 34E), spoke with 
satisfaction of the school facilities which the community offered or 
of the program, philosophy; methods, and personnel of the school 


which their children attended. Matters having to do with deport- 


ment and conduct in school, conformity to the school's demands, 
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were mentioned by 14.4 per cent of the parents (Table III, No. 34B), 
and 13.3 per cent commented with satisfaction on the children’s 
social adjustments in school (Table III, No. 34C). 

When the parents discussed their present problems and dissatis- 
factions with reference to school, the category that ranked highest is 
the one which includes complaints or criticisms with regard to school 
facilities, program, and personnel (Table IV, 34E). Complaints on 
this score were made by 16.9 per cent of the parents and, of the total 
number of 417 comments in all subcategories that have reference to 
the school, 177, or 42 per cent, fallin this category. It is interesting to 
note that in commenting adversely about matters relating to school 
the proportion of parents who criticized school facilities, program, 
and personnel, as compared with the percentage of parents who 
commented on problems or difficulties exhibited by the child as a 
pupil, is relatively larger than the corresponding values in the tally 
of satisfactions. In other words, here again we see the tendency on 
the part of parents to blame outside circumstances in their discus- 
sion of problems to a relatively greater extent than to give credit to 
outside circumstances in their discussion of satisfactions. 

References to matters in other categories having to do with the 
problems and difficulties in the school situation roughly parallel this 
relative frequency of the same categories on the "satisfaction" side 
of the ledger. All categories on the *problem" side are represented 
by a smaller percentage of parents and by a smaller total of separate 
items of testimony than the corresponding satisfactions categories. 

When the data are treated on the basis of a tally of all items or 
details reported by all parents as distinguished from a tally of items by 
parents who mentioned one or several, it appears that 5.3 per cent of 
all items of satisfaction mentioned by the parents in the study as a 
whole relate to school and the child's progress and adjustment in 
school as compared with the 5.5 per cent of all present problems and 
dissatisfactions that were mentioned. It appears that unfavorable de- 
tails relating to school loom as large in parents’ problems and dissatis- 
factions as do favorable details in their satisfactions and joys. More- 
over, it appears that matters relating to school have a relatively more 


a 
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important place, as compared with other matters, in the dissatisfac- 
tions and problems of parents than in their satisfactions. When all 
categories are ranked in order of percentage of families represented 
by each, the category which includes all items relating to school 
ranks fourth in accounts of present problems, third in accounts of 
present plus past problems, and sixth in accounts of satisfactions. 


QUALITIES IN CHILDREN 


As indicated in Tables III and IV, a large proportion of parents’ 
satisfactions and problems concern qualities in the make-up of their 


children: their personality traits; emotional tendencies; intellectual, 
artistic, motor, and other abi 


lities; characteristics of social behavior; 
health, physique, and physical appearance. 


Items in these categories have reference particularly to qualities 
vidual in his own right. In this 


that characterize the child as an indi 
respect these categories differ from those which bear primarily on 
relationships between the child and his parents or those which deal 


with such matters as community influences and facilities. The cate- 
gories are discussed in the succeeding sections of this chapter. 


PERSONALITY TRAITS 


The largest numbers of children and items are represented in the 
category that includes satisfactions with the child’s personality traits, 
temperament, character, disposition (Table Ш, No. 20). Items in 
this category were reported by 81.7 per cent of the parents and had 
reference to 63.9 per cent of the children. They represent 9 per cent 
of all items of satisfaction reported in the study as a whole. This 
category also ranks highest in the account of present problems 
(Table IV, No. 20)—57 per cent of the families, 32.5 per cent of 


the children, 8.2 per cent of all items reported. In accounts of pres- 


ent plus past problems, items in this category were reported by 62.6 


per cent of the parents. "E. "n 
Reference to the description of the satisfaction categories in the 


Appendix, pages 129 to 235, will show that this personality category 
(No. 20) includes a large variety of traits and characteristics. 
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A number of the subcategories in the “personality” group have 
been assembled under two general headings (20A and 20B): traits 
generally considered good or admirable (fortitude, cheerfulness, etc.), 
and traits that might not necessarily be regarded as good per se but 
are agreeable to a parent by virtue of the fact that the child has them 
or by virtue of the manner in which they fit into the larger personality 
pattern (mischievousness, moodiness, boldness, and the like). ОЁ 
the total of 1,621 items of satisfaction in the “personality” category 
as a whole, 1,443 are in the aggregation of traits generally considered 
good; 158 are in the aggregation of traits which perhaps need not 
by common consent be considered good per se. The latter total, 
although not large, is quite impressive. The twenty subcategories 
in this category, and the number of children represented by each, 
are set forth on pages 156 and 157. 

The subgrouping of characteristics under the heading of traits gen- 
erally regarded as good includes a large variety of qualities. One 
large aggregation of subcategories includes items in the general 
cluster of honor, integrity, forthrightness, strong sense of justice, etc. 
In parents’ accounts of satisfactions, 234 of the 1,137 children in the 
study were described as possessing one or more of these qualities. 

Another large subcategory includes traits which mark a child as 
an amenable, considerate, friendly sort of person (including the 
items just named and other items, such as cooperative, unselfish, 
gentle, generous, outgoing, and so on). Two hundred and fifty-five 
of the children were described as possessing these pleasing qualities. 

Cheerfulness, joyousness, and other marks of a happy disposition 
were mentioned as traits possessed by 100 children. Sixty-four chil- 
dren were described as having a pleasing sense of humor. Ninety- 
cight were described as possessing fortitude, inner strength, self- 
sufficiency, and the like. One hundred and twenty-two children were 
described as possessing a good, even- 
serenely reserved disposition. A numb 


the number of children mentioned in connection with each, are set 
forth on pages 153 to 156. 


tempered, quietly happy, or 
er of other subcategories, and 


Matters falling under the general heading of “Personality” (Table 
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IV, No. 20) were mentioned by 57 per cent of the parents in de- 
scribing their present problems or sources of dissatisfaction. These 
related to 32.5 per cent of the children. Items in this general category 
represented 8.2 per cent of all “present problem” items discussed by 
parents in the study as a whole. This closely resembles the corre- 
sponding value of 9 per cent in the accounts of satisfactions. 

As shown on pages 212 to 215, present problems under the person- 
ality heading are grouped into a number of subcategories. One of 
these, including a number of subsidiary categories, represents char- 
acteristics that reflect inertia, hypoactivity, sluggishness, apathy, 
laziness, lack of “go,” and the like. Seventy-four of the 1,137 chil- 
dren were described as having qualities of this sort. Another group- 


ing (represented by 25 children )includes such qualities as rashness, 


à tendency to be importunate or boisterous. 
A larger number of children (143) were described as possessing 
traits of an unpleasantly self-assertive, aggressive, selfish, competitive 
sort (including, also, such items as а tendency toward bullying, ar- 
gumentativeness, irascibility, show-off tendencies, shyness, quarrel- 
someness, and so on). Qualities of a self-effacing, withdrawing, sub- 
missive, self-doubting sort were mentioned as presenting problems 
in the case of 100 children. | к 

Another large grouping includes miscellaneous characteristics, 
representing temperamental lacks, excesses, signs of immaturity (in- 
cluding items which can be briefly identified by such words as: 
irritable, oversuggestible, vain, “goody-goody, fickle, overgenerous, 
cry-baby, high-strung, oversensitive, and the like). One or more 
items in this group were mentioned in accounts of 161 children. 

In connection with the “personality” category discussed above and 
the category that follows in Tables Ш and IV (No. 24) the satisfac- 
tions and problems do not parallel each other as they do in various 
other categories. This discrepancy could, perhaps, have been avoided 
to some degree if more care had been exercised in the original eu 
lation of the categories. The discrepancy, however, is not wholly 
due to lack of care in the treatment of the data. While it is true that 
it would be possible to present а number of problems and satisfac- 
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tions in these two categories as the antithesis or opposite of each 
other, it was not possible to do this in a thoroughgoing manner by 
reason of differences in the ways in which problems and satisfac- 
tions were formulated by the parents. For example, in describing 
satisfying qualities in the personalities of their children, parents 
tended to speak in more general and inclusive terms than they did 
in describing problems or qualities that were unsatisfactory. They 
were more likely, on the positive side, to speak of the child’s high 
sense of honor than, on the negative side, to speak of him as having 
little or no sense of honor. Rather, on the negative side, specific 


shortcomings would be mentioned, such as the fact that the child 
sometimes stole money or lied. 


PLEASING AND DISPLEASING PROPENSITIES AND HABITS 


The next category in Table III, No. 24, includes satisfactions re- 
lating to a miscellany of pleasing propensities, virtues, and achieve- 
ments. Satisfactions in this category were reported by 33.9 per cent 
of the families and pertained to 27.7 per cent of the children in the 
study. 

The largest subcategory in this grouping deals with good habits, 
attitudes, and practices in connection with children’s handling, 
spending, or saving of money, and includes thrift, ability or desire to 


carn money, sharing of earnings with others, good management of 
allowance or earnings, etc. Satisfactions in th 


his subcategory were re- 
ported for 167 children. 


Another subcategory includes satisfactions relating to obedience 
in children; this was mentioned in the case of 86 children. Other 
lesser subcategories include such items as: has а job and likes it; has’ 
good sense of time, of direction; is not given to profanity, obscenity, 
or other vices; keeps promises; responds well to discipline; has spe- 
cific practices that conform to parents’ wishes 

Roughly corresponding to the category of satisfactions described 
immediately above is a category (Table IV, No, 24) of present prob- 
lems or dissatisfactions relating to a undesirable con. 
duct, moral qualities, (sex included), poor use 


miscellany of 
undesirable attitudes 
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of time and energy, poor management of money. Items under this 
heading were noted by 16 per cent of the parents in reports of pres- 
ent problems and by 20.6 per cent in accounts of present plus past 
problems. 

Two subcategories include problems and dissatisfactions relating 
to the spending, earning, and saving of money. These represent 33 
children (291 and 29J) as compared with references to 167 children 
when parents described satisfactions on this topic. 

Other subcategories under the general heading of miscellaneous 
forms of present undesirable conduct include stealing or dishonesty 
with possessions (15 children); lying (26 children) ; failure to keep 
promises (6 children) ; obscenity and profanity (8 children) ; smok- 
ing (4 children). It is noteworthy that the number of children de- 
scribed as presenting problems in connection with each of these 
matters is rather small. Other subcategories, representing small 


numbers of children, are described on pages 220 and 221. 


MANNERISMS 


The next general category in Table III, No. 25, includes a variety 
of appealing mannerisms, “cute” and cunning ways, exhibited by 
children. Satisfactions of this sort, pertaining to 14.3 per cent of the 
children, were mentioned by 217 per cent of the parents. This is 
paralleled, on the “problem” side, by a category (Table IV, No. 25) 
that includes a variety of unpleasant ways, mannerisms, and habits. 
Present dissatisfactions or problems of this kind, pertaining to 10.9 
per cent of the children, were reported by 20.2 per cent of the parents. 

This category ranks higher on the “problem” side than on the 
“satisfaction” side. When compared with other categories on the 
basis of number of families reporting one or more items, it ranks 
28 in accounts of satistactions atid 14 att accounts of present prob- 
lems or dissatisfactions. 

'The details included among satisfactions in this general category 


are presented on pages 161 and 162. The corresponding detailed 


problems or dissatisfactions are shown on pages 221 and 222. Inspec- 
firms the point that items un- 


tion of these subcategories further con 
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der this general heading attract relatively more attention on the 
negative side than on the positive. The largest single subcategory in 
the list of satisfactions is essentially negative in that it stresses the ab- 
sence or the successful overcoming of distasteful mannerisms, nerv- 
ous habits, and so on. Of the total of 189 items in the category as a 
whole, 61 were in this subcategory. This leaves a remainder of 128. 
Over against this, the cumulative total of items reported as problems 
ог sources of dissatisfaction was 130. Most of these items (106) fell in 


a subcategory entitled “Miscellaneous unpleasant w. 
nervous habits." 


voice, specific 


ays, mannerisms, 
' In this group were items such as nail-biting, whiny 


aggressive techniques such as biting or spitting at 


others, and various forms of manual, nasal, and oral manipulation. 


EMOTIONAL BEHAVIOR 


Category 22, which follows 25 in Tables III and IV, 
pleasing or displeasing emotional behavior. 
category represents characteristics in the sa 
20, with this difference, however, that Categ: 
classification of items described in quite specific terms—such as ab- 
sence of specific fears—as distinguished from, Say, a general dis- 


position to be courageous, which, if reported, would be classed in 
Category 20. 


includes 

In many respects this 
me family as Category 
ory 22 was used for the 


In accounts of satisfactions, 17.1 per cent of the p 
items in the category that included emotional ten 
counts of present problems, 30.2 per cent of the parents reported 
items in this category. 

It can be noted that emotion 
this category attracts considerab 
problems or sources of dissatisf. 


arents reported 
dencies.. In ac- 


general and inclusive 
good qualities in their children than When descri 
characteristics. 


when describing 
bing unfavorable 
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In the list of satisfactions and problems relating to emotional be- 
havior, the largest subcategory had reference to the absence or pres- 
ence of fear (75 of the cumulative total of 133 items of satisfaction, 
96 of the 250 items representing present problems or sources of dis- 


satisfaction). 
SOCIAL BEHAVIOR AND ADJUSTMENTS 


A large proportion of the parents (64 per cent) reported satisfac- 
tions in the large category relating to the children’s social behavior 
and their relationships with other people, exclusive of sibling rela- 
tionships (Table III, No. 23). A considerably smaller per cent (re- 
spectively 25.6 and 30 per cent) reported items in this category 
when describing their present and their present plus past problems 
or sources of dissatisfaction (Table IV, No. 23). 

This category ranked fourth in frequency in accounts: of. satis- 
factions, eleventh in accounts of present problems, and thirteenth 
in accounts of present plus past problems. In terms of cumulative 
frequencies it represents 2.9 per cent of all items reported in accounts 
of present problems. It appears that children’s social behavior re- 
ceives decidedly more favorable than unfavorable attention from par- 
ents when they describe their children. To what extent this tendency 
Not to report unfavorable items reflects the actual situation or re- 
luctance to label the child as socially inept, the data do not disclose. 


Neither can we gather from the data whether a child’s situation is 


more likely to be noticed if he gets along well with others than if he 


Sets along poorly. 1 Е 
In keeping with the foregoing, it is interesting to note, for example, 


that 69 children were described as being popular where parents re- 
ported their satisfactions, while only 6 children were described as 
being unpopular in parental accounts of present problems. The 
literature does not afford any good norms against which these values 
might be interpreted, but it seems likely that the ratio of children in 
the general population who might be rated unpopular to those 
who are deserving a “popular” rating would be higher than ap- 
proximately 1 to 11. 


54 JOYS AND PROBLEMS OF CHILD REARING 


In the list of satisfactions in this general category, the largest sub- 
category, representing 234 children, includes items under the gen- 
eral heading, “Gets along well with other children; fits in well; good 
mixer, etc.” А subcategory corresponding to this in the list of pres- 
ent problems: “Has few friends, dislikes other children, does not 
make effective contacts with others, etc.,” represents 47 children. 

The subcategory representing the second largest group of chil- 
dren (133) in the list of satisfactions pertains to abilities and in- 
terests in connection with entertaining guests, or with being enter- 
tained, including hospitality, a liking for visiting or for having 
company, and so on. 


Good manners, etiquette, and possession of a feeling for the nice- 


ties and amenities of social intercourse were reported by parents of 
114 children in their accounts of satisfactions. The reverse—poor 
manners, lacks in etiquette, and the like—were mentioned in the 
case of 25 children in accounts of present problems or sources of 
dissatisfaction. 

Among other subcategories, briefly identified, in the list of satis- 
factions are: friends and choice of friends (75 children) ; gets along 
well with adults (73); leadership, good as leader (59). Other sub- 
categories and their frequencies of satisfactions and problems are 
shown on pages 158 to 160 and pages 217 to 219, 


SIBLING RELATIONSHIPS 


The importance to parents of the attitudes and behavior of chil- 
dren in their dealings with other children in the family is shown in 
Table III, No. 18. When values we 


re computed on the basis of 
families with two or more children, 55.6 per cent of parents re- 
ported satisfactions, 41.6 per cent reported present problems per- 
taining to relationships between siblings, and 52.8 Per cent reported 
past or present problems on this score. In relative terms, the matter 
of relationships between siblings ranks as more important in ac- 
counts of present problems than in accounts of satisfactions, Only 
one other category of problems (No. 20, Personality) shows a higher 
percentage of families reporting when Percentages for Category 18 
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are computed on the basis of families with two or more children. 
The category also ranks high in satisfactions, being ninth among the 
categories. 

Most of the “satisfaction” items with regard to sibling relation- 
ships fall in a subcategory which includes predominantly pleasant, 
friendly attitudes and behavior. The “problem” items range from 
subcategories that represent a definite report by the parent of jealousy 
and fighting or other evidence of bad feeling to subcategories that 
imply difficulties in the relationships between siblings, but with em- 
phasis on the practical demands made on the parent by reason of 
differences in age, taste, ability, or interest of two or more children. 
One large subcategory includes miscellaneous practical difficulties 
by virtue of having two or more children. Here fall such matters as: 
difficulty in providing joint or shared activity (e.g, story suited to 
one child is too advanced or too childish for the other); younger 
child wants to tag along; younger child interferes with older's pos- 
sessions; special attentions required by one child interferes with care 


of the other, and the like. 


SEX 
vior or adjustments with reference to 
social dealings with the opposite sex, 
xual development (Table III, No. 17) 
were reported by 35.1 per cent of the parents in their accounts of 
satisfactions pertaining to 28.5 per cent of the children, and by 15.3 
per cent of the parents in accounts of problems (Table IV, No. 17) 
pertaining to 10.2 per cent of the children, and by 20 per cent of 
the parents in accounts of present plus past pr oblems. 

By far the largest subcategory of satisfactions relating to sex (repre- 
senting 262 of the total of 415 items in the category as a whole) had 
reference to wholesome, decent, unembarrassed reaction to sex dis- 
cussion in family councils or in the company of parents, good re- 
action to sex instruction, and the like. Other lesser subcategories 


are set forth in detail on pages 149 to 150. 
The problems relating to sex and sex development are more evenly 


Children’s attitudes or beha 
sex development, sex interests, 
and items relating to normal se 
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scattered among a number of subcategories than are the satisfactions. 
The findings with respect to problems are rather difficult to inter- 
pret. There is a low incidence of certain conditions that might be 
expected to constitute problems. For example, masturbation is re- 
ported as a problem in the case of only 5 of the 1,137 children. Ac- 
cording to findings from other studies, the incidence of masturbation 
by children is decidedly higher. We cannot be sure to what extent 
parents in this study did not know whether their children mas- 
turbated, or the extent to which parents knew of the practice but did 
not regard it as a problem, or did not happen to think of it as a pre- 
dominant concern at the time of the interviews, or deliberately de- 
cided not to report it. Similar questions arise in connection with 
several of the other subcategories reported on pages 206 to 208. 

It seems reasonable to assume that the topic of sex would be likely 
to receive less attention in a single interview than many of the other 
topics reported in this study, especially if the interview involved two 
persons who were meeting for the first time. 


HEALTH, ILLNESS 


Matters relating to health, robustness, recovery from illness (Table 
III, No. 27) were reported by 25.8 per cent of the parents in accounts 
pertaining to 20.7 per cent of the children. In descri 
problems (Table IV, No. 27) 28.7 per cent of the pa 
pertaining to 18.5 per cent of the children, menti 
illness, physical impediments, and the like. Items 
and physical condition represent 1.5 per cent of all satisfactions 
reported in the study as a whole and 4 per cent of all present prob- 
lems or sources of dissatisfaction. Further, the category containing 
satisfactions in the area of health and physical condition ranks 22 (in 
terms of number of families represented) as compared With a corre- 
sponding rank of 9 for problems. Items relating to health Were re- 
ported by 49.7 per cent of the parents in accounts of Present plus past 


problems. The health category ranks fifth in frequency of mention 
per family. 


ptions of present 
rents, in accounts 
oned poor health, 
relating to health 


Problems in this area of health and illness received more mention 
А 
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both in absolute and in relative terms, than did satisfactions. This 
finding is open to various interpretations. It appears that parents 
are more inclined to show concern when things are not going well 
than to be gratified by the fact that a child is in good physical condi- 
tion or has recovered from illness. This is analogous to a situation 
` earlier noted concerning reaction to the physical environment: par- 
ents showed more of a disposition to complain about limitations and 
disadvantages in their living quarters, physical facilities and appoint- 
ments in the home than to voice satisfaction about favorable physical 
circumstances. In like manner, they were more inclined to speak of 
lack of sufficient financial means as a problem than to mention ade- 
quate financial means as a boon. Misfortune relating to health, living 
quarters, and financial means is noticed considerably more than is 
good fortune with respect to these matters. This finding with regard 
to physical circumstances contrasts interestingly with findings con- 
cerning certain psychological circumstances. For example, as noted 
earlier, parental satisfaction with the fact that their children are 
companionable and affectionate was reported decidedly more fre- 
quently than dissatisfaction on this score (the respective ranks are 


2 and 24). 

Perhaps this comparison is а 
describing 65 per cent of the childr 
ing degree, this automatically woul 
children candidates for mention of | 
companionship. However, even on thi 


to hold, for actually only 9 per cent © 
fourth of the conceivable maximum expectation were described as 
a cause of dissatisfaction by virtue of their 


te behavior, as will be seen in 


bit forced. If parents were correct in 
en as companionable to a satisfy- 
d leave only 35 per cent of the 
dissatisfaction on the score of 
s basis, the comparison seems 
{ the children—or about one 


Presenting a problem or 
lack of companionable or affectiona 
Table V. 

To the extent that the foregoing line of 
appears that parents are considerably more c. 
good health for granted, for example, than to take his friendliness 
toward them for granted. The child's companionship seems to be 
regarded as something noteworthy, as something added, so to speak; 


comparison is justified, it 
likely to take their child's 
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while good health seems to be re 
to be expected. 


Another factor no doubt operated to produce relatively more men- 
tion of health on the “problem” side than on the “satisfaction” side 
as compared with some of the more “psychological” categories. Poor 
physical health, and certainly many of the common infections and 
contagious diseases, are generally regarded as more respectable than 
disorders of a psychological nature. Little blame attaches to an attack 
of measles, but the parent might regard both himself and his child as 
blameworthy if they were not good companions. Against this it 
should be noted that in one category (Table V, No. 22) dealing 
with psychological matters, “Desirable or undesirable forms of emo- 
tional behavior,” the percentage of parents reporting problems was 
greater than the percentage reporting satisfactions, But, as noted 
earlier, this category deals with rather specific cond 
specific fears, outbursts of temper, and the like, 
Categories of a "psychological" nature 
relatively much greater emphasis to s 
problems than 
health and to d 
home. 


garded rather as something normally 


itions, such as 
Moreover, if all 
are added together, they give 
atisfactions as compared with 
S which relate to physical 
tances or the location of the 


do those categorie 
he physical circums 


The frequencies in th 


€ health category are of interest per se, espe- 
cially when we conside 


т them from the “problem” angle. As noted 
he parents reported problems in this category 
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seem to take past or present ailments in their stride without regard- 
ing such ailments as. meriting particular mention. 

The detailed subcategories under the heading of satisfactions and 
problems relating to health arid the frequency of mention of items 


in each are shown on page 163 and pages 222 to 224. 


PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 


Satisfactions with respect to the physical appearance and other 
sensory and tactual characteristics of children (Table Ш, No. 28) 
Were reported by 19.3 per cent of the parents in accounts pertaining 
to 13 per cent of the children. Present problems or dissatisfactions on 
the score of physical appearance, physique, body build, and so on 
(Table IV, No. 28) were reported by only 5.2 per cent of the families 


in reports of past plus present problems and by 5 per cent of the 


Parents in accounts of present problems pertaining to 2.4 per cent of 


the children. Only 1 per cent of all items of satisfaction reported by 
Parents had specific reference to physical appearance; the cor- 
responding percentage of items of present problems or dissatisfac- 
tions was .37. Satisfactions with regard to appearance far outnum- 
bered mentions of dissatisfaction. | 

The matter of appearance received relatively little mention as 
Compared with other matters in accounts both of satisfactions and of 
Problems. It is possible that many parents who might be much 
Pleased with the appearance of their children would hesitate to talk 
about this to others. Praise of one’s child’s appearance might be re- 
garded as a form of self-praise, since the purely physical characteris- 
tics that determine a child’s appearance are to so large an extent 
inherited. 


INTELLECTUAL ABILITIES 
abilities and characteristics (Table 


III, No. 29) are mentioned with a high degree of frequency when 
parents discuss their satisfactions and joys— 67-2 per cent of parents 
mentioned items in this category in accounts of 45 per cent of the 
children. 


Matters relating to intellectual 
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The category relating to intellectual abilities ranks third in fre- 
quency of mention per family in the list of satisfactions. It receives 
this high rank even though the category, as defined, does not include 
a number of qualities or attainments which, while primarily in- 
tellectual in nature, are tallied in other categories. Thus, a separate 
category (Table III, No. 34A) is made of items related to good 
progress or achievement in school subjects (items in this category 
were reported by 32.6 per cent of the parents). Again, matters of 
an intellectual nature are included among many of the items 
separately tabulated in the category (Table III, No. 31) entitled 
“Artistic abilities, interests; appreciation and performance” (men- 
tioned by 52.1 per cent of the parents), and many of the items in the 


Separate category (Table III, No. 32), 
hobbies, preferences” 


have reference to inte 


“Miscellaneous interests, 
(mentioned by 55.9 per cent of the parents) 
llectual qualities. 

Items relating to mental ability, 
qualities (Table IV, No. 29) receive 


accounts of problems or dissatisfactio 


intellectual achievements and 
d considerably less mention in 
ns (18 per cent of parents men- 


us past problems, as compared 
isfactions), 


ren economic status who were.clients 
at a hospital clinic). In this gro 


7 spoke with 
abilities or qualities 
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characteristics of their children represented a source of satisfaction. 

The subcategories under the heading of intellectual abilities and 
qualities (pages 164 to 167 and pages 225 and 226) are of interest. It 
may be noted, among other things, that one subgrouping includes 
items that would mark the child as having high general intelligence 
(a good general intelligence, good mind, very bright, brilliant, learns 
easily, and so on). Items in this subcategory were reported in the 
case of 200 of the 511 children for whom items in the “Intellectual” 


category as a whole were reported. Further, items denoting or im- 


plying intellectual precocity: were reported for 51 children. The 


cumulative total of items in these two subcategories was 251, or 24.5 
per cent of all items in the category as a whole. This means that 
parents less often described their children as being generally bright 
than as possessing qualities or abilities described in more specific 
terms (such as good reasoning ability, good memory, good command 
of language, large store of information, good reading interests and 
abilities, and so on). It is interesting, however, to note that references 
to generally good mental ability occurred relatively more often 
(about 20 per cent of all items in the category) when parents re- 
ported their satisfactions than did references to generally poor mental 
ability or low intelligence when parents described their dissatisfac- 
tions or problems. Subcategory L under problems in this category 
comes nearest to representing low general ability; this subcategory 
represents 14 per cent of all items in the category dealing with men- 


tal qualities and abilities. 

The subcategories under satis 
of the intellectual “faculties” an 
prize. Among the various intellectual 
frequently mentioned were the following: 


factions give an interesting indication 
d achievements that parents seem to 
1 operations or qualities most 


Ы ower of observation 15 
Liking for study E indo or inventive- 
Imagination 53 ness with things 13 
Memory 50 Common sense 12 
Reasoning 46 Originality or inventive- 
Curiosity 21 ness with ideas 9 


Concentration 


E JOIS AND PROBLEMS OF CHILD REARING 


Among the intellectual 


skills or interests most frequently men- 
tioned with satisfaction by 


parents were the following: 


Reading (precocity, amount of, quality, tastes, etc.) 145 
Written composition 


32 
Arithmetic, other mathematics 28 
Language or languages 23 


The problems or sources of present dissatisfactions in the 


tual” category are scattered 
sub 


аге 
lo 


“Intellec- 


among a number of subcategories, The 
category which includes reference to the largest numb 


п (30) concerns reading abilities, interests, tastes. 
wed by forgetfulness, absent-mindedness, etc., 19; 
etc," 18; lack of interest in or application to specific 


er of chil- 
This is fol- 
“slow, retarded, 
pursuits, 13. 
MOTOR DEVELOPMENT AN 
Satisfactions relati 
abilities, skills ; inter 
No. 30), 


relating t 


D MOTOR SKILLS 


motor 
ests in motor activities, and the like (Table III, 
the parents in accounts 
Only 8.3 per cent of the 
nt of the children, men- 


, 
4, РЄ cent of parents, without prompting, made 
children’s motor abilities 


and achievements is note- 


mention of 
worthy. 


ecidedly more 
In the study by del Solar? 
to describe the assets and 
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ARTISTIC INTERESTS AND ABILITIES 


Items in Category 31 (Table III), “Artistic abilities, interests; ap- 
preciation and performance,” were mentioned by 52.1 per cent of 
the parents in describing their satisfactions. These items pertained 
to 34.4 per cent of the children. Only 9.9 per cent of the parents, in 
accounts pertaining to 5.3 per cent of the children, mentioned items 
in this category (Table IV, No. 31) in accounts of present problems 
or sources of dissatisfaction; 11.2 per cent of the parents reported 
items in this category in accounts of present plus past problems. 

The difference between the frequency of items in this category in 
accounts of satisfactions as compared with accounts of problems is 
marked. However, without information concerning the actual artis- 
tic achievements of the children, the findings cannot be appraised 
against an objective standard. But since there are individual dif- 
ferences in the area of art as in other matters, it seems reasonable to 
assume that if 34 per cent of the children deserved to receive atten- 
tion because of their good performance, more than 5 per cent would 
deserve unfavorable notice on this score. In other words, it appears 
that if children possess artistic tastes, interests, and achievements (in 
the opinion of their parents), such artistic competence constitutes a 
prominent source of parental satisfaction. On the other hand, lacks 
that children may have in art are not to any degree regarded as a 
problem or as a source of dissatisfaction. 

The relatively high rank in frequency of mention per family and 
per child of items in the “Art” category in accounts of satisfactions 
is quite striking, and was not predicted before the study was begun. 
Moreover, the general literature on child development and on the 
everyday rearing of children does not seem to giver elatively as much 
weight to art as the subject merits, judging from the testimony of 


the present study. 


MISCELLANEOUS INTERESTS AND HOBBIES 


“Miscellaneous interests, hobbies, prefer- 


The category entitled 
d preoccupations other than those in- 


ences” represents interests ап 
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cluded in various other categories (motor, art, and the like). Satis- 
factions in this category (Table III, No. 32) were reported by 55.9 
per cent of the parents in accounts pertaining to 46.8 per cent of the 
children. Present problems and dissatisfactions in a corresponding 
category (Table IV, No. 32) were reported by 18.8 per cent of the 
parents in accounts pertaining to 14.1 per cent of the children. Items 
in this category were reported by 20.1 per cent of the parents in ac- 
counts of present plus past problems. 


Radio, Movies, Comics 


Of the cumulative total of 1,039 items of satisfaction in this cate- 
gory, 171 pertain to children’s liking for animals; 193 relate to radio 
interests and use of the radio; 168 relate to movie interests and be- 
havior with respect to movies. Radio programs and movies received 
decidedly more mention than comics (a total of only 38). In the 
cumulative total of 246 problems or items of dissatisfaction, the 
corresponding frequencies are as follows: animals, 20; radio, 68; 
movies, 69; comics, 54. (See pages 169 to 171 and pages 228 to 230 
in the Appendix.) 

As compared with the total number of items in the category as a 
whole, radio programs, movies, and comics are mentioned more on 
the unfavorable side than on the favorable side. However, in terms 
of absolute frequencies, parents expressed satisfaction concerning 
their children’s reaction to radio programs and movies decidedly 
more frequently than they expressed dissatisfaction. The same does 
not hold with respect to the comics. Children’s interests in them, 
as noted above, were the subject of 54 complaints as against 38 in. 
stances of praise. Moreover, 18 of the 38 expressions of satisfaction 
were essentially negative (child not interested; "does not overdo"; 
likes comics approved by parents, not others). In other Words, the 
testimony with respect to comics is predominantly negative, How- 
ever, it is noteworthy that only a few parents commented on comics 

in one way or another. 

The findings with regard to radio programs, movies, and comics 
are of particular interest by virtue of the method of the present study, 
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Most of the earlier studies of parental reactions have raised questions 
dealing specifically with one or more of these forms of entertain- 
ment. In the present study, on the other hand, no effort was made 
to direct the parents’ attention to them. The study indicates the 
extent to which radio programs, movies, and comics come to mind 
when parents are asked in general terms to report their satisfac- 
tions and problems. The findings, accordingly, throw light on the 
prominence or importance which these forms of entertainment as- 
sume in the minds of parents as compared with the limitless other 
satisfactions and concerns that might occur to them. 

In view of this, it is pertinent to note the following:* When 544 
parents were asked to report satisfactions and problems in child 
rearing, it occurred to 86, or 16 per cent, to speak favorably, in one 
way or. another, concerning their children’s use of the radio or 
response to radio programs. This, incidentally, does not mean that 
16 per cent of these parents endorsed or approved all that the radio 
offers. Many of the satisfactions voiced by parents had a partially 
negative connotation, €.» the child did not La deer bo 
chose programs which parents approved and not those which they 
disapproved of, and so on. It occurred to 44, or 8.1 per cent, to speak 
of radio programs in accounts of their present problems. It occurred 
to 46, or 8.5 per cent, to speak of radio programs when they referred 
to present and past problems. The items of satisfaction had refer- 
ence to 176, or 15.5 per cent, of the 1,137 children in the study. The 


items of complaint or diss aus nts of present problems 

had reference to 65, or 5.7 per cent of the children. 
It appears from the foregoing that while radio programs come 
iderable number of parents 


prominently to the attention of a cons! А 1 
when they describe their satisfactions and pr oblems, the programs do 


not by any means represent a widespread or prominent source of 
satisfaction or concern as compared with a host a ШЕ шацы: 
The cumulative items of satisfaction relating to ther adio contributed 
1.1 per cent of all items of satisfaction reported in the study as a 


of families and on the basis of the various 
uced in full in the present volume. 


faction in accou 


a А 
The values here reported, computed in terms 


subcategories, are drawn from tabulations not reprod 
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whole; the corresponding value for problems or sources of dissatis- 
faction was .88 per cent. ` 

The same may be said with regard to the movies. A summary of 
corresponding findings with regard to the movies shows the follow- 
ing: Families represented in satisfactions, 16 per cent; in present 
problems, 6.3 per cent; children represented in accounts of satisfac- 
tions, 14 per cent; in accounts of problems, 5.6 per cent; proportion 
of cumulative total of items of satisfaction represented by movie 
satisfactions, 0.9 per cent; corresponding value for problems, 0.9 per 
cent. 


Other Interests 


Among other matters, it may be noted that in comments on 89 
children the parents expressed satisfaction in the fact that the child 
enjoyed himself as distinguished from approval of the nature of 
his interests as such. The subcategory which represents interest in 
machinery and mechanics is represented by only 27 children, of 
whom 26 are boys. The low frequency of mention of satisfactions in 
this category is interesting. 


RELATIONS WITH OTHER PARENT AND RELATIVES 


The category relating to satisfactions and problems in connection 
with children’s relations with the other parent and with relatives has 
already been noted briefly earlier in this chapter. Satisfactions in this 
category (Table III, No. 16) were reported by 53.7 per cent of the 
parents in accounts pertaining to 50.7 рег cent of the children. 
Present problems (Table IV, No. 16) were reported by 29.6 per cent 
of the parents in accounts pertaining to 23.7 per cent of the children, 
Items in this category were reported by 36.1 per cent of the Parents 
in accounts of present plus past problems. 

Of the 1,132 items of satisfaction in this category, 788 had reference 
to the spouse (usually the husband, since most of the parents inter- 
viewed were mothers). Grandparents were mentioned in 244 items 
and other relatives in 70 items. The 502 problems or items of Present 
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dissatisfaction were distributed as follows: spouse, 374; grandparents 
or other relatives, 128. 

The largest subcategory in the list of satisfactions relating to the 
spouse includes items concerning good, companionable relationships 
between the spouse and the children (285 mentions). Approval of 
the spouse’s methods of discipline and child rearing was expressed 
157 times. Other subcategories in the list of satisfactions are listed 
on pages 203 to 206. 

Some of the items mentioned in the accounts of problems or 
sources of dissatisfaction with regard to the spouse, and the frequency 
of mention of such items, follow: spouse too lenient, spoils, 27; too 
harsh, stern, rigid, and so on, 51; jealous, 9; gainsays other parent, 
11; expresses suspicion, distrust with regard to other parent, 15; 
disapproves rules of behavior set by other parent, 38; leaves most of 
the management of children to other parent, 45. Although low in 
frequency, the charge that the spouse is too harsh or too stern is men- 
tioned almost twice as often as the complaint that the spouse is too 
lenient. Over against this, the complaint that grandparents or other 
relatives are too lenient is slightly more frequent than the complaint 
that they are too strict (21 and 19, respectively). The frequencies 
here are too small to warrant a generalization. 


RELIGIOUS MATTERS 


Matters relating to religion (Table III, No. 33), religious observ- 
ances, beliefs, interests, and so on, were mentioned by 21.5 per cent 
of the parents in accounts pertaining to 24.2 per cent of the children. 
The corresponding percentages were 5.2 and 4.3 in accounts of 
present problems (Table IV, No. 33); 6.3 per cent of the parents 
reported items in this category in accounts of present plus past prob- 
lems. The largest subcategory of satisfactions (bearing reference to 
210 children) included items to the effect that the child attends 
and/or likes church, Sunday school, sermons; ritual, and so on. 
Only 57 items, scattered over a number of subcategories, appeared in 
accounts of present problems or dissatisfactions related to religion. 
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REACTIONS TO THE WAR 


As indicated earlier, the subject of children’s reaction to the war 
was introduced by way of pointed questions (a departure from the 
procedure in the foregoing part of the interview) after the study had 
been in progress for some time. Findings with regard to frequency 
of problems and satisfactions in this category are not, therefore, com- 
parable to findings in other categories. 

Children’s reactions to the war were described as satisfying by 34.2 
per cent of parents (Table III, No. 35) in accounts pertaining to 
33.5 per cent of the children. Present problems or sources of dissatis- 
faction (Table IV, No. 35) on this score were mentioned by 17.9 per 
cent of the parents in accounts pertaining to 14.3 per cent of the 
children. Since some but not all parents were asked pointed ques- 
tions relating to the war, these frequencies simply indicate that 
parents reported themselves pleased more often than displeased with 
the way their children responded to the war situation. 

The most frequent items of satisfaction were to the effect that the 
children were unafraid (or were now unafraid after earlier signs of 
fear), or were seemingly carefree. This was reported in the case of 
225 children. Other subcategories had frequencies as follows: ab- 
sence of hatred, 25 children; activities in connection with the war 
effort, 184 children; positive attitudes, 102; intelligent interest, un- 
derstanding, listens to news, and so on, 108. Lesser Categories are 
listed on pages 175 and 176. \ 

On the “problem” side, manifestations of fear, 
gard to the war, and the like, received most fre 
children), just as the absence of such manifestati 

most often in accounts of satisfactions. 


frequencies ranging downward from 20, are listed On pages 234 
and 235. : 


forebodings in re- 
quent mention (71 
ons were mentioned 
Other subcategories, with 


o SATISFACTIONS AND PROBLEMS AS RELATED 
TO AGE OF CHILDREN 


Wueruer parental satisfactions and problems tend to vary or to be 
similar according to the age levels of the children is the question 
discussed in this section. 

Tables VI and VII give the results obtained when the data are 
treated from the point of view of age levels. The values shown in 
the tables do not tell the whole story with respect to the relative im- 
portance of various satisfactions and problems at different age levels. 
One reason is that a larger proportion of younger than of older 
children were “only” children. As mentioned earlier, parents re- 
ported more items and covered more ground per child in discussing 
only children than in discussing each of two or more children be- 
longing to the same family. Again, parents tended to report more 
items per child, and to cover more ground, in discussing children 
between the ages of 5 and 16 years than in discussing children above 
or below those ages. To the extent that these factors operate there 
would be more opportunity for children of certain ages, as compared 
with others, to be represented in any or all categories. A comparison 
of percentages of children represented in a given category at differ- 
ent age levels would not adequately reveal the relative prominence 
of this category as compared with other categories at a given age 
level, The rank order of the various categories rather than the actual 
percentages gives a better indication of the relative weights of vari- 
ous forms of satisfaction or dissatisfaction. 


ITEMS OF SATISFACTION REPORTED PER CHILD 


The average number of categories in which there was mention of 
one or more items of satisfaction per child at the various age levels 
is given on page 72. 
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Age in Years 


04 58 912 13-16 174 
Average number of main satisfaction 


categories per child * 737 106 1149 10.09 820 
* With a tally of 1 only for mention of items in one or several subcategories. 

This summary shows an increase in the range of comments per child 
as children become older, up to about the age of 12, after which age 
there is a decline. The corresponding summary on page 77 indicates 
a similar trend in reports of problems. One rather conspicuous 
phenomenon is that the decline from age 12 to age 17 and above in 
range of categories reported per child is larger in accounts of prob- 
lems than in accounts of satisfactions, 

Categories of satisfaction ranking high in the study as a whole and 
their ranks at various age levels are given in Table VIII. The list 
has been extended sufficiently to include the categories among the 
ten highest at each age level. 

Even a casual inspection of Table VI and the summary in Table 

VIII shows that there is a high degree of consistency from one age 
level to the next in the relative frequency of mention of many cate- 
gories of satisfaction. This holds even though there are fluctuations 
in the frequency of mention of items in a given category at one age 
level as compared with other levels. Thus, satisfactions in Cate- 
gory 2, “Reflection of self in child . . .” are reported with reference 
to only 3 per cent of the children in the age group 17 years and over 
and with respect to 11.2 per cent in the 
of such variation, however, this category has a low rank at all levels 
as compared with others. Similarly, there are fluctuations in the 
frequency of mention of Category 3, “Companionship,” at various 
levels, but this category ranks high in accounts of children of all 
ages. The same may be said with regard to Category 4, “Pleasure, 
pride in parental duties . . .” and Category 20, “Personality traits 
+.” While there are marked fluctuations in some categories, these 
аге not so conspicuous as to in 


dicate that there is a basic shift in the 
nature of the satisfactions which parents derive from their children 


9 to 12 age group. In spite 
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as the children progress from infancy through the adolescent period. 
This still leaves room for considerable change in the relative promi- 
nence of certain of the categories of satisfaction at the various age 
levels. | Р 
Satisfactions with respect to children’s response to routine habit 
training—eating, self-help, and so on—show a drop at the 17 and 
over age level, as one might expect. 

Satisfactions relating to children’s performance of chores and help- 
fulness and responsibility in everyday household affairs (Category 
7) show a sharp rise after the age of 4 and a drop after the 13 to 16 
age level. This again is in keeping with what might be expected, 
since many in the youngest group were too young to perform these 
tasks and many in the oldest group were no longer regular members 
of the household. 

In the category just mentioned, and in certain other categories, it 
appears that matters which parents single out for mention in discuss- 
ing their satisfactions and problems will be influenced to a large 
extent not simply on the basis of whether or not the child shows a 
certain trait or quality but also by (1) changes in what is expected of 
children at different age levels and (2) the degree to which the mat- 
ter in question presents an issue at any given age level. The last- 
named consjderation is illustrated, notably, by Category 8, “Child 


: > id » 
causes little bother, trouble, or inconvenience; 15 easy to manage. 


Items of satisfaction in this category are mentioned with respect to 


only 9 per cent of the children at age 17 plus, as compared with 16 
to 20 per cent at earlier age levels. This low percentage at the oldest 
level does not mean, however, that the older children involve more 
"bother, inconvenience, еіс.” for in the corresponding category of 


problems and sources of dissatisfaction there is a similar sharp drop 


in the percentage at age 17 plus (8 per cent as compared with 12 to 


32 per cent at earlier levels). In other words, the matters involved 
in this category do not figure as issues or as occasions either for satis- 
faction or for dissatisfaction to the same extent as they do at carlier 


age levels. 


Among the categories that receive frequent mention and show 
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TABLE VIII. Rawx Orper or Frequency or MENTION or Various 
CATEGORIES ОЕ SATISFACTIONS ar DIFFERENT AGE 


LEVELS 


Rank Cin 
Terms of 
Percentage 
Identification of All Rank (їп Terms of Percentage ot 
No. of of Families Children Mentioned)* 


Category Category Reporting) 
0-4 5-8 9-12 13-16 174- 


20 Personality traits 1 Soc wu d 
3 Companionship 2 1 1 I 2 “3 
29 Intellectual abilities 3 б. 1l 6$ 5 1354 
‚23 Social relationships 4 T L8 10" wh as 
4 Pride in child rearing 5 A АР за 50 
34 School 6 I9, 4. Af 3 8 
6 Routines 7 8. De 2k: ПО 
32 Interests, hobbies 8 10 g 3 8 12 
18 Sibling relationshipsi 9 Ало t TL. ТО 
16 Relatives 10 Z9 "S 38s IDA TEE 
31 Artistic abilities 11 15 332 315 159 164 
% Chotes — 12 14° 6 G 9. 186 
30 Motor skills 13 22 20 17 .15j 18% 
17 Sex adjustment 14 21 49 i5 .14 2 
11 Neighborhood 15 13.' 19 bf 17 3 
16 24 14 12 10b 6 


35 Reactions to war — — 
24 Miscellaneous qualities, 
thrift, etc. 


1 Fact of having offspring 18 S .16 18 18$ 9 


* The ranks are based on the entire list of categories, not on the limited list here included. 
t Computed on the basis of number of families in which there were two or more children 
and on the basis of children who had siblings. 


relatively high consistency throughout the period from birth to 17 


years and beyond are: companionship; personality traits; parental 


pride or self-congratulation with respect to theories, practices, and 


abilities involved in child rearing; school progress (age 0 to 4 ex- 
cepted). 

In connection with several categories children below 4 and above 
17 show an interesting departure from children of intermediate years. 
The youngest and the oldest receive relatively less mention than the 
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intermediate groups in Category 34 (“School progress, etc.”), Cate- 
gory 32 (“Interests”), Category 7 (“Performance of chores”). They 
receive relatively more frequent mention than those of intermediate 
years in Category 1 (“Fact of having offspring”). 

Certain categories show a progressive increase in relative frequency 
of mention with advancing age of children: “Favorable adjustment 
to sex”, “Reactions to the war” and “Miscellaneous qualities” (Cate- 
gories 17, 35, and 24 respectively.) The last named is weighted 


heavily by items relating to thrift, having and holding jobs, and so 
on. 


ITEMS OF PROBLEMS AND DISSATISFACTIONS 
REPORTED PER CHILD 
In reports of present problems or dissatisfactions, as in reports of 
satisfactions, there was variation in the 
tioned once or oftener 
demonstrates: 


number of categories men- 
per child at various age levels, as this summary 


Age in Years 


04 58 912 1316 17+ 
Average number of main problem 
categories per child * 441 538 550 445 244 


: eveals considerably more irregularity 
in the ranks of problem categori 


Ies at various age levels than appeared 


MR $ gories. Among categories of problems 
or dissatisfactions that show a fairly consistent high rank are “Living 


quarters” (No. 9); “Relatives” (No. 16); “Sibling relationships” 
(No. 18) (age 17 plus excepted); “Personality traits” (No. 20) 
(age 0-4 excepted). 

An indication of persistence and chang 
as children grow older can be obtained b 
categories that rank highest at each age 


€ in the nature of problems 


y noting the following five 
level: 
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Five CATEGORIES or PRESENT PROBLEMS or DissarisrAcrioNs RANKING HIGHEST 
AT Елсн Асе LeveL mw Frequency or Mention Per Снир 


0-4 5.8 9-12 13-16 17+ 
Living Sibling rela- Personality School Living 
quarters tionships traits Personality quarters 
Routines Personality School traits Personality 
Drudgery traits Sibling rela- Living traits 
Sibling rela- Living tionships quarters Lack of 
tionships quarters Living Lack of means 
Parental self- Parental self- quarters means Relatives 
reproach reproach Neighbor- Playmates Neighbor- 
Routines hood hood 


Only one of these categories—that pertaining to living quarters— 
ranks among the top five at all age levels. One other—"Personality 
traits”—ranks among the top five at four of the age levels. “Sib- 
ling relationships” ranks among the top five at three of the age 
levels. 

Among categories that show a substantial (although not, in each 
case, uniform) decline with age are the following: (No. 22) “Child’s 
emotional behavior” (the drop here is due in large measure to low- 
ered incidence, with age, of crying) ; (No. 4) "Parental self-reproach 
Concerning methods, qualities, policies as parent. It appears that 
by the time children reach age 17, parents either have considerably 
less doubt concerning their methods of child rearing or have be- 
come reconciled to what earlier they deemed to be mistakes in their 


handling of their children. 

Among categories of probl ae à | 
with age are: (No. 23) “Social relationships ; (No. 17) “Sex adjust- 
ment”; and (No. 35) “Reactions to the war.” 

The findings with regard to children’s reactions to the war deserve 
brief special mention. The age trends exhibited by the category are 
much the same when satisfactions and problems are compared. At 
the 0 to 4 age level, the category ranks low. Its rank rises with age, 
but only at 17 years and above does it figure among the top ten cate- 
Bories of satisfactions or of problems. Satisfactions with regard to 
children’s reactions to the war outnumber problems at all age levels 


ems or dissatisfactions that show a rise 
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TABLE IX. Ranx Orper or Frequency or Mention or VARIOUS 
Catecorizs or PROBLEMS ar DIFFERENT Ас Levers 


Rank (їп 
Terms of i 
Identification Percentage Rank (in Terms of Percentage о 
of Category of All Children Mentioned) 
No. of Families 
Category 


Reporting) 0-4 5-8 9-12 13-16 17+ 


20 Personality traits 


ПОЛ 9 т Z 
18 Sibling relationships 2 4 1 5 6 12 
6 Routines 3 2 S 6 ШШ 25 
34 School 200250 о» у M8 
9 Living quarters 5 з 4 3 К : 
22 Emotional behavior 6 9 8 20 251 28. 
16 Relatives Я 6$ 7 1 7% 43 
4 Parental self-reproach 8 D 4 9 10 14 
27 Child’s health 9 14; 1i 10 15 d 
14Х Response to authority 10 11 312 14 19} 143 
23 Social relationships 11 21017. 32. 75 72 
ll Neighborhood 12 SEG 56 9 2 
14 Lack of means 13 GE по 11 4 3 

25 Unpleasant ways 14 


125 19% 24 29} 25 
8 Drudgery, labor, fatigue 15 
12 Associates 
32 Interests, hobbies 


17 24 18 в 14 18 
35 Reactions to war 


JE Co CSS 123 9 
17 Sex adjustment 22 3. 22 215 1 b 
* The ranks are based оп 


the entire list of Categories, not on the limited list here included. 
of number of famili, 


T Computed on the basis у: families in which there Were two or more children 
n who had siblings. 


and on the basis of childre: 


and, in relation to other matters, outrank Problems at all but the 
earliest age level. 


These findings with regard to the subj 


J 
significance by virtue of the fact, as ment: 


number of parents were questioned sp 
questioning would have the effect of 
' pared with other categories in conne 
prompting. Even under these circu 
emphasized less than a number of 


$ category as com- 
Which there was no 


mstances, the subject of war was 
other matters. 
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It is interesting to note that present problems or dissatisfactions 
concerning relatives (uncles, aunts, grandparents, and others) have 
a high rank at all age levels. This contrasts with a steady decline 
with age in the rank of this category in accounts of satisfactions. 
However, in terms of actual number of children involved, the inci- 
dence of problems on this score is small at all age levels. 

Lacks or shortcomings in the neighborhood or undesirable charac- 
teristics of playmates or companions rank among the top five cate- 
gories at age 9 to 12 and 17 years and above. This finding, coupled 
with the findings concerning the social behavior and adjustments 
category mentioned above, reflects the increasing importance of the 
social and cultural environment, and of children’s reaction thereto, 
as children become older and move into widening contacts with the 


world outside the home. 


] 1. PARENTAL SATISFACTIONS AND PROBLEMS 
REPORTED FOR BOYS AS COMPARED WITH GIRLS 


ANOTHER grouping of the data was according to the sex of the chil- 
dren. This in turn showed some fluctuations in rank order of satis- 
factions and problems, although not always pronounced. Tables Ш 
and IV give data from which comparisons between boys and girls 
can be made. 

In passing it may be noted that slightly more items of satisfaction 
were reported in statements about girls than in statements about 
boys (9,146 and 8,975 respectively), while the reverse is true in ac- 
counts of present problems (boys, 3,972 and girls, 3,682). The differ- 
ences are too small to merit treatment from the point of view of sta- 
tistical reliability, but they are in keeping with findings in some other 
studies to the effect that boys are in some Ways harder to manage 
than girls, 

Similarities between boys and girls in the fr. 
satisfactions and problems are decidedl 
differences. 

The fifteen categories that received most fr 
counts of boys and girls are listed on the foll 


*quency of mention of 
У More conspicuous than are 


*quent mention in ac- 
owing page. It can be 
dence between the rela- 
en ranked according to 
Four of the categories 
tisfactions in the boys’ 
t. The same holds true 
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Frereen Most FREQUENTLY MENTIONED CATEGORIES oF SATISFACTIONS AND 
PROBLEMS, IN DESCENDING ORDER or Frequency, IN Accounts 
or Boys COMPARED WITH GIRLS 


PRESENT PROBLEMS 


SATISFACTIONS 
Boys Girls Boys Girls 
Personality traits Companionship Living quarters Personality traits 
Companionship Personality traits Sibling relation- Sibling relation- 
Pride in child Pride in child ships ships 
rearing rearing Personality traits Living quarters 
Relatives Routines Neighborhood Routines 
Interests, hobbies Relatives Routines Relatives 
School Social relation- Lack of means Parental self- 
Intellectual ships School reproach 
abilities Interests, hobbies Parental self- Neighborhood 
Routines School reproach School 
Social relation- Intellectual abil- Relatives Lack of means 
ships ities Health Drudgery 
Sibling relation- Chores Associates Emotional be- 
ships Sibling relation- Drudgery havior 
Chores ships Response to Health 
Reactions to war Artistic abilities authority Response to 
Neighborhood Neighborhood Anticipated authority 
Fact of having Sex adjustment hazards Social relation- 
offspring Fact of having Interests, hobbies ships 
Artistic abilities offspring Associates 


satisfaction in accounts of 11 per cent of the boys and 6 per cent of 
the girls. The corresponding values for problems are 4.7 and 5.7. It 
appears that parents (mostly mothers) in this study attached slightly 
greater value to having their own traits and ways mirrored or repro- 
duced in their sons than to seeing them reflected in their daughters. 

Girls were mentioned slightly more often than boys in accounts 
both of satisfactions and of problems associated with routine habit 
training. Boys were mentioned more than girls in connection with 
anticipated or actual hazards, accidents, and the like. Social adjust- 
ments, popularity, ability to get along with others were stressed some- 
what more in the case of girls than in the case of boys in accounts 


both of satisfactions and of problems. 


JH H, COMPARISONS BETWEEN DIFFERENT 
GROUPS OF PARENTS 


Comparisons between different groups of families are complicated 
by two factors among others: first, the number of families in some 
groups is small; second, various groups were interviewed by different 
workers, and this factor may in unascertained ways be responsible 
for some apparent differences. ] 

The summary which follows, including Table X, is based on 
results computed for family units, as distinguished from individual ' 
children. Categories are listed in descending order of frequency of 
mention per family. Included are the twelve categories that ranked 
highest in the results in the study as a whole, plus all categories that 
ranked among the top twelve in any of the separate groups. The 
family groups included are as follows: 


1. All families in the study as a whole. 
2. New York City private school: New York City families repre- 
senting white children enrolled in schools affiliated With Teachers 


College, all interviewed by the same person. Mostly apartment house 
dwellers. 


3. Suburban: Metro 


politan New York suburban city and village 
families living in fou 


r localities. White. Approximately similar to 
group 2 in socio-economic status. Most families resided in private 
houses. Interviewed by three different workers. 

4. New York City medical clinic: White families of relatively low 
socio-economic status reached through a hospital clinic attended by 
parent or one or more children. All interviewed by same person. 

5. Negro: New York City and Lynchburg, Virginia. Two thirds 
of these were interviewed by the person who worked with group 2. 
84 
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Table X shows high similarity among the ranks of certain cate- 
gories in the different groups, and large differences among others. 
Categories that rank high in all groups, although showing some 
fluctuation in rank, are: “Personality traits”; “Companionship” ; 
“Pride in child rearing”; “Routines”; “School progress and facili- 
ties”; “Interests, hobbies”; “Social relationships.” The categories of 
satisfactions that rank among the top five in each group are given 


below in rank order: 


New York City Suburban New York City Negro 
Private School Medical Clinic 


Personality traits Personality traits Relatives School 
Companionship Social relation- Companionship ^ Personality traits 
Interests, hobbies ships* Pride in child Social relation- 
Intellectual Pride in child rearing ships* 
abilities rearing* Chores Pride in child 
Pride in child Intellectual School rearing* — 
rearing abilities Artistic abilities* 
Companionship 
* Asterisks indicate categories tied for the same rank. 


own in Table X and the information in the fore- 
t the New York City private school 


group and the suburban group bear the greatest amount of resem- 
blance. Both of these groups, in turn, show more resemblance to the 
Negro group than to the New York City medical clinic group. The 
last-named group deviates more than any other from the results for 
the population as a whole and from the results of the separate groups 
listed above. 

The findings with regard to differences among the various groups 
raise more questions than they answer. Apart from the fact that the 
number of families in some of the groups is fairly small, there is the 
further fact that the worker who interviewed the parents in the New 
York City private school group also interviewed a large proportion 
of the families in the Negro group. This factor, however, does not 
seem to account for the differences noted above, for the suburban 
groups (interviewed by three workers who had no contact with the 


The values sh 
going summary indicate tha 
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TABLE X. Ranx ORDER or Frequency or Mention PER FAMiLY 
or Various Carzconrgs or SATISFACTIONS 1N Serecrep Groups 


New New 
York York 
All City City 
No. of Families Private Suburban Medical Negro 
Cate- Identification School Clinic 
gory N 544 N 118 N 95 N 66 N 52 
20 Personality traits 1 1 1 6 2 
3 Companionship 2 2 5 2 6 
29 Intellectual abilities 3 4 E 14$ 8 
23 Social relationships 4 7 23 10 4 
4 Pride in child rearing 5 5 24 3 4 
34 School 6 9 7 5 1 
6 Routines 7 8 6 8 7 
32 Interests, hobbies 8 3 9 8 10 
16 Relatives 9 115 15 1 10 
31 Artistic abilities 10 6 12 20 4 
7 Chores 11 14 8 4 12; 
30 Motor skills 12 13 13 22 15 
18 Sibling relationships 13 16 10 11j 22 
17 Sex adjustment 14 10 14 273 16 
11 Neighborhood 15 115 29 114 175 
35 Reactions to war 16 15 29 27 10 
8 Convenience, little 
bother 17 22 11 23 25 
9 Living quarters 18 25 314 8 21 


two groups named above) also show a c 
blance to the Negro groups than to the 
clinic group. The answer seems 


m to be indicated by these 


ир representing the lowest 


medical clinic) lay less stress 
than do the other groups on qualities w : 


ithin children themselves, Of 
toned most frequently by the 
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parents in the low socio-economic group, not one has unequivocal 
reference to enjoyment of the child for his own sake. Over against 
this, three of the top five categories in the New York City private 
school group have reference to qualities in children themselves (per- 
sonality, child’s interests and hobbies, intellectual abilities). Again, 
in the suburban and the Negro groups, at least two of the top five 
categories have reference to qualities attributable to children them- 
selves. 

In spite of this difference, however, the clinic group shares one of 
the top categories with all the other groups (“Pleasure, pride in 
parental duties, and activities in bringing up child"). Moreover, it 
shares a further high ranking category (“Companionship”) with 
two of the three other:groups. 


From Table XI (page 88) can be drawn comparisons between the 


various groups in the relative frequency of mention of various cate- 


Bories in accounts of present problems. 
The following summary shows the five categories of problems that 

rank among the top five (or are tied for fifth place) in each group. 
New York City Negro 
Medical Clinic 

Living quarters Personality traits 


New York City Suburban 
Private School 
Personality traits Personality traits 


Routines Sibling relation- Drudgery Routines 
Interests, hobbies ships Health School 
Health Emotional be- Relatives Living quarters 
School * havior Routines Relatives* 
Living quarters* Routines Morals* 
Emotional be- School* Associates* 
havior* Parental self- 
reproach* 
me rank. 


* Asterisks indicate categories tied for the sa 
problems largely confirm the dif- 
ns. The parents of low socio-eco- 
emphasis to disturbing qualities 
ly more emphasis than did the 
he practical everyday business 
roblems or perplexities 


The findings with regard to 
ferences with respect to satisfactio 
nomic status gave relatively less 
within the child himself and relative 
other groups to matters involved in t 
of living with children and caring for them. P 
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TABLE XI. Rank ORDER or Frequency ОЕ MENTION PER FAMILY 
or Various CaTgcortes or PROBLEMS 1N SELECTED Groups 


New New 
York York 
All City City 
No. of Families Private Suburban Medical Negro 
Cate- Identification School Clinic 
gory N 544 N 118 N 95 N 66 N 52 
20 Personality traits 1 1 1 15 1 
6 Routines 2 2. 4 4$ 2 
34 School 3 6 5% 6 3 
9 Living quarters 4 6 30$ 1 4 
22 Emotional behavior 5 6 3 203 18 
16 Relatives 6 13 7 i 6 
4 Parental self-reproach 7 115 $ 7 102 
18 Sibling relationships 8 11 2 82 145 
27 Child's health 9 4 201 23 8% 
14X Response to authority 10 15 9 11 103 
25 Social relationships 11 8 8 22% 14% 
11 Neighborhood 12 9 13} 12 8j 
14 Lack of means 13 19 27 i 123 
25 Unpleasant ways 14 14 10} 291 123 
8 Drudgery, labor, 
fatigue 15 23 30} 22 19} 
12 Associates 16 23 163 10 6 
32 Interests, hobbies 17 3 15 243 15 
29 Intellectual abilities 18 16j 103 26% 15 
35 Reactions to war 19 10 34 133 163 
17 Sex, heterosexual at- 
titudes 20 27 12 174 6 


| group as compared with 6 and 3 
respectively in the New York City private school group and the 
suburban group. Children’s interests and hobbies, their intellectual 
erisms, and their ability to get along 
ts likewise received relatively infre- 
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quent mention in the group representing white families of low 
socio-economic status. An exception appears in connection with the 
health category, which received high mention in the clinic group and 
low mention in the suburban group. 

The findings with regard to problems suggest, as do the findings 
with regard to satisfactions, that parents of low socio-economic 
status (who also had larger families—a median of 3 as compared 
with 2 in the other groups—and who also, presumably, had lower 
average intelligence) were so absorbed in the practical details of child 
rearing and management of the home that they had considerably 
less time or inclination or insight or verbal facility than had parents 
of higher socio-economic status for an appraisal of their children as 
psychological entities. 

This finding raises many interesting questions which the present 
data unfortunately cannot answer. Does it indicate that perhaps 
there is a significant difference in the psychological environment or 
atmosphere in which children of low and children of relatively high 
socio-economic and educational status are reared? Would the rela- 
tively lower tendency of parents either to recognize or to verbalize 
psychological traits have the effect of rendering children less self- 
conscious, less given to taking stock of themselves from a psycho- 
logical point of view? In passing it should be noted that if there is 
such an effect it might operate in both positive and negative ways, 
for, as indicated above, parents in the higher socio-economic and 
educational groups gave much attention to psychological traits not 
only in describing their children’s assets but also in describing their 
liabilities. 

An item of incidental interest is the prominence given to the 
characteristics of the spouse and other adult members of the family 
by the parents of low socio-economic and educational status as com- 
pared with the other groups. This category holds first rank in ac- 
counts of satisfactions and has a rank of 4V, in accounts of problems 
in the group representing low socio-economic and educational status. 
The fact that it ranks so high in accounts of satisfactions suggests 
that people in humble circumstances are more consciously apprecia- 
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tive of the qualities of other adult members of the family. This may 
be due in part to a greater dependency on other adults. 

In passing it may be noted that the topic of sex was mentioned less 
by parents in the low socio-economic group than by other parents. It 
seems likely that this was due to reticence rather than to lack of 
concern, for the parents in the low socio-economic group gave as 
much mention as did parents in other groups to other matters re- 
lating to moral conduct and social conformity. 

The suburban group differs conspicuously from the other groups 
in mention of living quarters—the physical appointments and con- 
veniences of the home—in accounts of problems. This category has 
a rank of 30% in the suburban group as compared with a rank of 
6 or higher in the other groups. While suburban families seem to 
have few grievances or problems with respect to living quarters, it 
seems that they are similarly oblivious with regard to this matter 
in their account of satisfactions. Here this category has a rank of 
31. On the other hand, while “Living quarters” ranks first in ac- 
counts of the problems of the parents in the low socio- 
group, it also has the relatively high rank of 8 in account 
factions. According to objective standards the living quart 


average family in the suburban group would be judged 
more comfortable than the 
urban socio- 


sciously app 


economic 
S of satis- 
ers of the 
decidedly 
quarters occupied by parents in the low 
economic group; yet the latter seem to be more con- 
reciative of their circumstances. Perhaps the suburban. 


ites do not know a good thing when they have it. Either that, or 
they do not talk about it. 


J ПІ. SATISFACTIONS AND PROBLEMS AS 
RELATED TO BIRTH ORDER 


"T'as chapter takes up the question of whether there are any differ- 
ences in parental satisfactions and problems pertaining to “only” 
children, and children who are the older or oldest or the younger 
or youngest of two or more. - 

Tables XII and ХШ show results obtained when findings were 
computed for only children, for children who were the younger or 
youngest in families of two or more; children who were the older 
or oldest, and children who were intermediate between the oldest and 
youngest in families of three or more. The values shown in these 
tables should be interpreted in light of the fact that parents tended to 
report more items and cover more ground per child when discussing 
only children than when discussing youngsters in a family of two or 
more children. Again, children in the “intermediate” group were 
members of families of at least three children while children in the 
“younger or youngest” and in the “older or oldest” groups included 
children who were members of families of two children as well as 
children who were members of larger families. By reason of this 
complication, values showing how each category ranked as compared 
with other categories in terms of frequency of mention per child are 
more instructive than the actual percentages. 

The summary on page 95 gives an indication of the volume of 
material reported by parents when discussing children in the vari- 
ous groups. The values in this summary are based on the average 
number of items reported per child, with a tally of 1 for mention of 
one or more items in the various subcategories. 

The fact that a larger volume of material should be reported per 
child in the case of only children is quite understandable. However, 
the summary shows that the volume of material per child is not 
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AVERAGE NuMBER OF ITEMS REPORTED PER CHILD 


Satisfactions _ Problems 


Only children 19.0 8.6 
Children intermediate between oldest and 
youngest in families of three or more 


children 16.3 6.1 
Younger or youngest in families of two or 
more children 13.5 55 
Older or oldest in families of two or more 
16.5 7.4 


children 


determined solely by the factor of family size. The average number 
of items per child is smallest in the group of children who were the 
younger or youngest in families of two or more. This group in- 
cluded some families with only two children, whereas all children 
in the "intermediate" group, which had a higher average number 
of items per child, were members of families of three or more chil- 
dren. This suggests that in families of two or more children the age 
of the child is a factor in determining the number of items reported 
by the parents. The younger or youngest child 1s likely to receive 
less frequent mention than older children. In families that included 
both “younger or youngest’ and “older or oldest” children, the 
cumulative total of items of satisfaction reported respectively in ac- 
counts of the two groups was 5,618 and 4,504. This means that 555 
рег cent of all items reported for thé older and younger combined 
were devoted to the older children and that 44.5 per cent were de- 
voted to the younger, whereas а chance expectancy would give a 
fifty-fifty division. According to the Chi-square test, the difference 
in favor of the older is statistically reliable. Corresponding values in 
accounts of problems show 2,517 items devoted to the older, 1,865 
devoted to the younger, representing respective percentages of 57.4 


and 42.6, again a statistically reliable difference. 
As indicated in the right-hand section of Tables XII and XIII, the 


excess of items devoted to the “older” as compared with the 
"younger" is distributed over a large number of сава How- 
ever, the excess is more conspicuous in some categories than in others. 
The “older” group shows 1,114 more items of satisfaction than the 
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“younger.” Over half this number (604) is accounted for by six 
categories, as follows (numbers in parentheses show the excess of 
items reported for the “older” as compared with the “younger” in 
the case of each category): “School” (156); “Intellectual abilities” 
(125); “Interests and hobbies" (91); “Miscellaneous qualities” (87) ; 
“Companionship” (76) ; “Performance of chores” (69). 

The older group showed an excess of 658 problem items as com- 
pared with the cumulative total for the younger group. Approxi- 
mately half these items (324) were concentrated in four categories 
as follows (the numbers in parentheses show the excess of items re- 
ported for “older” as compared with “younger” children in each 
category): “Personality” (110); “Sibling relationships” (77); 
“School” (74) ; “Social relationships” (63). 

Although all these frequencies are small compared with the 
cumulative total of items reported in the study as a whol 
teresting to note where the emphasis lies. The fact that the “older” 
receive more mention in relation to the “School” category in ac- 
counts of both satisfactions and problems is quite understandable by 
reason of the age factor. On the other counts, however, it appears 
that parental expectations or concerns may be influenced relatively 
more by the fact that the child is the older or oldest rather than by 
the fact of his age as such. This is illustrated by the "Sibling rela- 
tionships” category. Here the onus seems to fall upon the “older” 
child to a greater degree if the relationships are poor tha 
credit or praise if the relationships are good. Of the cumulati 
of all items of satisfaction reported for the “older” children, 
cent fall in the “Sibling relationship” category; 
value for the “younger” children is 2.7. Of the cumulative total of 
problem items reported for the “older,” 75 per cent fall in this 
category; the corresponding value for the “younger” is 60. Ac 
cording to statistical test," the chances are less than 50 in 100 that 
Parents will report more satisfactions with regard to sibling relation. 
ships in accounts of “older? children, than in accounts of the 


"The formula applied is that reported by Н. E. Garrett, Statistics ; 
> port y H. E. > istics іп Psych 7) 
Education, Second Edition, р. 228. New York: Longmans, Green & Co, — 7^ °logy and 


e, it is in- 


n does 
ve total 


29 per 
the Corresponding 
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“younger,” while the chances are about 80 in 100 that they will re- 
port more problems on this score in accounts of the “older.” 

‚ While differences such as the foregoing may be noted, the results 
as a whole show conspicuously more resemblance than difference in 
the accounts of satisfactions and problems associated with children 
who are the older or oldest of two or more siblings as compared with 
accounts of children who are the younger or youngest. 


1 X. SUMMARY 


Dara concerning the satisfactions and the problems involved in the 
having and rearing of children were obtained through interviews 


with parents representing 544 families having in all 1,137 children, 
571 boys and 566 girls. . 


BACKGROUND OF STUDY 
Population Studied 


The families included (1) an urban group of families, most of 
whom were of above-average socio-economic and educational status; 
(2) a suburban group, of above-average socio-economic status; (3) 
an urban group of white families of low socio-economic status; 
(4) a small sampling of urban Negro families. 

Most of the parents interviewed were mothers. 

The children concerning whom the parents reported were dis- 
tributed according to age as follows: birth to 4 years, 268; 5 to 8 
years, 300; 9 to 12 years, 301; 13 to 16 years, 168; 17 years and over, 
100. The group comprised 188 only children; the rest were members 
of families containing two or more children. 


and 


Interview Procedure 


With few exceptions every parent was interviewed 
exceptions occurred when both father and mother 
The interview was designed to give the parent max 
of choice in what he wished to say. The aim was to obtain an un- 
prompted account of pleasures and problems. There Were certain 
minor exceptions to this policy in interviews with some of the par- 
ents. One small group of parents was specifically questio 
cerning their ideas about the school which their children 
Е 102 


Privately (the 
were Present), 
imum freedom 


ned con- 
attended, 
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oduced after the main interview had been 


These questions were intr 
lso were questioned specifically 


concluded. A number of parents a 
concerning their child’s reactions to the war. Questions of this sort 


also were introduced at the conclusion of the major part of the inter- 
view. In a few instances leading questions were asked to obtain the 
parents’ reactions to the locale of their homes. Most of the interviews 


lasted more than one hour, but less than two. 


Treatment of the Data 
roblems as reported by these parents were 
analyzed in terms of categories derived from the reports themselves. 
The final instrument for the analysis and tally of satisfactions in- 
cluded 35 major categories and a total of over 400 subcategories. 
The instrument for the treatment of problems included 37 major 
categories and over 600 subcategories. 

The steps taken to define, refine, and establish the trustworthiness 


of these categories are described in Chapter III. The procedure used 


was the customary one of comparing results obtained when inde- 


pendent workers analyzed the data according to the categories. 
Independent workers showed a high degree of agreement in cate- 

gorizing items that had been reported by the parents and that had 

been earmarked by the interviewer as representing distinct satis- 


factions or problems. 
Workers showed less agreemen 


The satisfactions and p 


t in their judgment of what con- 


stituted distinct satisfactions or problems than in their decisions on 
the categories to which given items belonged, once these items had 
been earmarked by one or the other worker. However, in spite of 
disagreements on this score, independent workers obtained highly 
similar quantitative results when they analyzed records obtained 
from a number of parents and tallied the number of items falling 
or computed the percentage of parents or chil- 
tegories. The results from this 
workers could apply the cate- 
identical major findings. 

oblems are reproduced 


in various categories, 
dren represented by each of the ca 
procedure indicated that different 
gories to the data and arrive at almost 

The categories of the satisfactions and рг 
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in the Appendix, pages 129 to 235. Included also is information on 
the number or per cent of children concerning whom items in the 
major categories and subcategories were reported. 


GENERAL NATURE OF SATISFACTIONS AND PROBLEMS 
Preponderance of Satisfactions 


In the study as a whole the parents reported 18,121 items of satis- 
faction. They reported 7,654 present problems or sources of dissatis- 
faction or perplexities. In addition, parents reported past problems; 
these were not tallied item by item but were considerably less nu- 
merous than reports of present problems, and if the former were 
added to the latter, the total would still be considerably less than the 
total number of satisfactions that were reported. 

The categories of satisfactions and problems distribute themselves 
under certain large headings ranging from matters relating pri- 
marily to the parent’s role as a parent, through matters pertaining 
mainly to conditions in the external, physical, and cultural environ- 
ment that help or hinder the management of family affairs, to mat- 


ters representing primarily qualities, assets, or liabilities within the 
children themselves. 


Personality 


The largest single category of satisfactions included reports con- 
cerning children's "Personality traits, temperament, character, dis- 


position"; 81.7 per cent of the parents reported satisfactions on this 
score, 


Companionship 


The second largest single category included re 
pleasant relationships between the parent and one or all of the chil- 
dren in the family. Items in this category, entitled “Companionship 
shared interests, congeniality, mutual affection,” were reported 5 
72.3 per cent of the parents. These comments have reference to 65.3 ` 


per cent of the children. On this latter score, “Companionship” 


ports regarding 
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ranks higher than “Personality,” for while a larger percentage of 
parents mentioned items in the “Personality” category, these bore 
reference to only 63.9 per cent of the children. 


Other Frequent Sources of Satisfaction 
ons that occurred with a high degree 


Other categories of satisfacti 
cent of parents who reported one or 


of frequency follow. The per 
more items in the category in question is shown in each case. 
“Child’s intellectual ability, mental talents,” exclusive of art, prog- 
ress in school subjects and miscellaneous interests—67.3 per cent. 
“Good social relationships with people outside the family, is socia- 
ble, holds his own, is popular, has good manners, etc." —64 per cent. 
“Parental pleasure and pride in the duties and activities involved 
in rearing children” —63.7 per cent. This category to a greater ex- 


tent than any other has reference to the “vocational” aspects of par- 
enthood—the work and responsibility it entails, the making of 
t of policies, large and 


decisions, the formulation and carrying out 
small. It is noteworthy that almost two thirds of the parents ex- 


pressed satisfaction with one or more of these aspects of their jobs. 
“Matters pertaining to school, the child’s progress and adjustments 
in school, and matters pertaining to the school’s facilities, program, 


personnel”—62.4 per cent. 
“Child’s response to or participat 
—eating, sleeping, self-help, etc.” —58.3 per cent. 
“Child’s miscellaneous interests, hobbies, preferences"—55.9 per 
cent. 
*Good relationships among siblings" 
Which there were two or more children. 
"Child's relations with other parent ап 


cent. 
“Child’s artistic abilities, interests, appreciation, and performance 


—52.1 per cent. The high frequency of mention of items in this cate- 
gory is rather striking and was not expected (although it is not sur- 
prising in view of the profusion of artistic enterprises that children 


will undertake if given half a chance). 


ion in everyday routine activities 


55.6 per cent of families in 


d with relatives"—53.7 per 
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“Child’s performance of chores, his helpfulness and taking of 
responsibility in everyday household affairs"—47.8 per cent. 

"Child's competence and interest in motor activities" —39.9 per 
cent. 

Other categories showed frequencies ranging downward from 50 
per cent (in terms of number of parents reporting). The details are 
set forth in Chapter IV and in Tables III and V. : 

One of the prominent sources of parental satisfaction resides in 
the opportunity of observing the phenomena of development—the 
fact of growth and change, the unfolding of the child’s qualities 


and characteristics. Satisfactions of this character are represented in 
several categories. 


Problems Frequently Mentioned 


Almost all categories of problems, difficulties, and perplexities 
show a lower frequency than corresponding categories of satisfac- 
tions. 

On the “problem” side the category including “Unfavorable or 
undesirable personality traits, qualities of temperament, character” 
shows the highest frequency—one or more items pertaining to one 
or more children were reported by 62.6 per cent of the parents in 
accounts of past and present problems. 

Second in frequency on the “problem” side are difficulties and 
complaints falling in the category “Routines: eating, sleeping, 
nation, grooming, cleanliness"—61.6 per cent. 

"Absence of companionship, cordiality, common interests” be. 
tween parents and children stands relatively low in frequency in 
accounts of past and present problems (14.7 per cent) as compared 
with frequent mention of items in the corresponding cate 
accounts of satisfactions. 

The category that has third rank in accounts of present and past 
problems is “Sibling relationships: jealousy, hostile Ог overprotective 
or overcompetitive behavior, demands for equality of treatment, etc,” 
—52.8 per cent of parents who had two or more children, 

Items relating to difficulties in school or complaints with regard 


elimi- 


‘gory in 
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to what the school offered were reported by 52.1 per cent of the 
parents. 

Matters pertaining to poor 
behavior difficulties stemmin 


per cent of the parents. Other categor 
set forth in Chapter IV and in Tables IV and V. 


OF SATISFACTIONS AND PROBLEMS 


health, illness, physical impediments, 
g from illness were reported by 49.7 
ies with lower frequencies are 


SIMILARITIES IN REPORTS 


Certain similarities and outstanding differences appear when fre- 
quencies of problems and satisfactions in corresponding categories 


are compared. 
As already noted, qualities 
most frequent mention in accounts О 


lems. 
Self-congratulation or self-reproach concerning the way in which 
unctions as a parent also stands high 


the parent has performed his f rent al 
on both lists (with a rank of 5 in accounts of satisfactions and a rank 


of 8 in accounts of problems). А 7 
Other categories that have а relatively high rank in both accounts 


include “School”; “Routines”; “Relatives”; “Sibling relationships.” 
Categories that have a rather low rank in both accounts include 

“Books and ‘expert’ advice оп child rearing,” "Child's relationships 

» “Doctors and medical care,” “Reflection of self in . 


of the children’s personalities received 
f both satisfactions and prob- 


with servants, 
child.” 


DIFFERENCES IN REPORTS OF SATISFACTIONS AND PROBLEMS 


Matters in Which Satisfactions Predominate 


Categories which show a substantial difference in emphasis in 
accounts of satisfactions as compared with problems include the 
following: 
"Companionship"—rank of 2 in 
24 in accounts of present problems. 
"Intellectual abilities"—respective ran 
"Interests"—ranks of 8 and 17. 


accounts of satisfactions and of 


ks of 3 and 18. 
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"Artistic abilities, skills”—ranks of 11 and 25%. 
"Motor skills’—ranks of 13 and 29. 


Matters in Which Problems or Dissatisfactions Predominate 


Complaints with regard to the physical environment, the family 
living quarters, and the like, were considerably more frequent when 
parents described their problems and dissatisfactions than were fa- 
vorable comments on this score when they described their satisfac- 
tions. This category has a rank of 5 on the “problem” side and of 
21 on the “satisfaction” side. Parents tend to take living quarters 
for granted when the quarters are relatively good and comfortable 
but not to accept uncomfortable quarters without complaint. 

A corresponding discrepancy is shown in connection with health. 
Matters pertaining to health, illness, and the like, have a rank of 9 
in order of frequency in accounts of present problems and of 22 in 
accounts of satisfactions. Poor health or the occurrence of transitory 


illnesses was noted decidedly more often in account 
than was good health or 


accounts of satisfactions, 
A somewhat similar 
that pertain to physical 


s of problems 
good recovery from transitory illnesses in 


lems than in accounts of sati i espective ranks are 13 
and 31). The parents were cons; 
adverse financial circumstan 


financial situation was fairly comfortable. 


Differences in Emphasis as Related to Larger Areas 
of Parental Concern 


Differences in emphasis in accoun 


ts of satisfactions and problems 
appear not only in specific categories 


» Such as the foregoing, but also 
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when frequencies of large clusters of categories are compared. The 
following comparisons are made on the basis of the total number 
of items reported (as distinguished from per cent of parents report- 
ing). The values show the per cent of all 18,121 reported satisfac- 
tions and the per cent of 7,654 present problems in the study as a 
whole that fall under the various large headings. 


In a cluster of categories in which emphasis is placed primarily 


or in great part on the role of parenthood as such, satisfactions far 


outweigh problems, in both relative and absolute terms. Included 
aving offspring,” “Reflection of self 
“Pride, self-congratulation," or the 
tices and policies as a child 


here are the categories “Fact of h 
in children,” “Companionship,” 
opposite, in connection with parents’ prac 
rearer. Almost one fifth (19.13 per cent) of all reported items of 
satisfaction, as compared with only about one tenth (9.58 per cent) 
of problem items, fall under this large heading. 

In contrast, there is found relatively greater emphasis on prob- 
lems and irritations than on satisfactions under two large headings. 
One of these represents various categories that have to do with be- 
havior or characteristics of children that make for ease, convenience, 
and comfort, or the opposite, in the everyday care and discipline 
of children—including children’s response to: routine care; per- 
formance of chores; ease of management; presence or absence of 

‚ obstinacy, disobedience, etc.; actual or feared hazards, dangers, ас- 
cidents. In accounts of satisfactions, 11.08 per cent of reported items 
fall under this large heading as compared with 17.68 per cent of 


present problems. 

A decidedly greater relat 
pears in another large cluster О 
1n the general physical, cultura 
guished from qualities in the 
discomforting qualities which 


ive emphasis on the "problem" side ap- 
f categories that pertain to conditions 
1, and social environment (as distin- 
children themselves or satisfying or 
the parent attributes to himself). In- 


cluded under this large heading аге the following categories: phys- 
ical environment (living quarters, etc.) ; social, monik ee 
(as provided by people in the neighborhood) ; ur) Su © 
the home); cultural resources and educational facilities of the com- 


110 JOYS AND PROBLEMS OF CHILD REARING 


munity; family means, finances; quality of household help; medi- 
cal services; aids to child rearing. Almost one fourth (23.24 per 
cent) of all reported present problems or items of dissatisfaction fall 
under this large heading as compared with about one tenth (9.99 
per cent) of items of satisfaction. 

In the large cluster of categories pertaining primarily to the child 
himself—his “personality,” his physical, intellectual, motor, emo- 
tional, social, and artistic assets, abilities, or lacks, and his interests, 
hobbies, and so on, there is a more nearly similar proportion of 
items of satisfactions and of problems, with the former preponder- 
ating (41.93 per cent and 35.61 per cent, respectively). 

The foregoing leads to the following generalizations: Parents tend 
to take credit to themselves in voicing their joys considerably more 
than they reflect discredit upon themselves in appraising their dif- 
ficulties as child rearers. They tend to attribute a large proportion 


of their difficulties and dissatisfactions to the external, physical, and 
social environment. 


Inclusiveness and Specificity in Accounts of Assets 
and Liabilities 


Other notable differences appear in the emphasis given to certain 
kinds of satisfactions as compared with problems. In describing sat- 
isfying qualities in their children parents tend to speak in somewhat , 
more inclusive, general terms than when they describe liabilities or 
displeasing qualities. In accounts of the latter there is a greater 
tendency to describe the concrete actions or forms of behavior in 
question than to point to larger, more comprehensive traits. 

This is shown, for example, in the relative frequency of items in 
a large category that included miscellaneous desirable or undesirable 
forms of emotional behavior, such as crying, specific fears, anger, 
tantrums, and the like. In accounts of present plus past problems 
46.7 per cent of the parents attributed behavior in this Category to 
one or more of the children in the family. In accounts of $ 
tions, on the other hand, only 17.1 per cent of the families w 
resented in this category. The discrepancy becomes eve 


atisfac- 
ere rep- 
n larger 
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when considered against the general tendency to report more satis- 
factions than problems. The category in question has a rank of only 
25 in frequency of mention per family in accounts of satisfactions; 
it has a rank of 6 in accounts of present problems. 
Over against this a category including more general characteri- 
zations, under the heading of “Personality traits, temperament 
. ," while ranking high in accounts of both past plus present 
tioned considerably more fre- 


problems and satisfactions, was men 
7 per cent of all families as 


quently in accounts of satisfactions (81. 
compared with 62.6 per cent in accounts of problems). 

Again, a rather inclusive kind of characterization, such as appears 
in the general category, “Social relations with peers and others,” re- 
ceived relatively more mention per family in accounts of satisfactions 
(64 per cent of all families) than in accounts of past plus present 
problems (30 per cent). This category has a rank of 4 in accounts 
of satisfactions and a rank of 11 in accounts of present problems. 

Stated more concretely and in somewhat oversimplified terms: If, 
child has courage, the parent is likely to 
if the child is lacking in courage, the par- 
his lack of courage as he is to men- 


in the parent’s opinion, а 
say so. On the other hand, 
ent is not so likely to speak of t 
tion specific fears. 


SATISFACTIONS AND PROBLEMS AS RELATED 
TO AGE OF CHILDREN 


Satisfactions 


Satisfactions in several categories appear with high frequency at 


all age levels from birth through age 17. 
At the respective age levels of 0 to 4 years, 5 to 8, 9 to 12, 13 to 16, 


and 17 and over, the category which includes favorable comments 
about the personality traits of children stands first, second, or third 


in frequency of mention per child. 
Satisfactions pertaining to the com 

Wise stands high in rank at all levels. 
The category representing pleasure а 


panionship children afford like- 


nd pride in the duties and 
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responsibilities involved in the job of child rearing also consistently 
ranks high. 

Other categories in the list of satisfactions that rank consistently 
high, although with minor fluctuations from age to age, are “Social 
behavior and adjustment,” “School progress, adjustments, school 
facilities, etc.” (age 0-4 excepted), “Intellectual abilities” (age 17 and 
over excepted), 

The category pertaining to relationships among siblings is quite 
consistent in relative terms from age to age (ranks 7 to 11). 

Some categories show a rise or decline in frequency of mention in 
accounts of children at various age levels. Most of these shifts are 
in line with what might be expected. In accounts of older children, 
as compared with younger children, there is less mention of “rou- 
tines” (eating, sleeping, grooming, and the like) and the role of rela- 
tives. In accounts of older children, there is increasing mention of 


adjustments to the phenomena and issues relating to sex and re- 
actions to the war. 


Problems 


In accounts of problems, the category that ranks most consistently 
high at all age levels is the one pertaining to the physical environ- 
ment, living quarters, and so on. The categories pertaining to per- 
sonality traits and to school rank high at all age levels with the 
exception of the age period from birth to 4 years. Problems or dif- 
ficulties with relatives also show a consistently high rank (from 
4% to 74). “Sibling relationships” ranks high (1 to 6) at all age 
levels up to 16 years and then drops at 17 and over to a rank of 12. 

Among the categories of problems that show a decline in relative 
frequency of mention at higher age levels are: “Routines” (dropping 
from a rank of 2 at 0 to 4 years to a rank of 25 at 17 years and over ); 
“Emotional behavior” (dropping from a rank of 9 to 28) ; “Parental 
self-reproach and misgivings regarding own policies and methods” 
(from 4 to 14); “Drudgery, labor, fatigue involved in child rear- 


ing" (rank of 3 at 0 to 4 years and a rank not higher than 14 at any 
level thereafter), 
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Categories that show an increasing frequency of mention with ad- 
vancing age of children are: "Child's social adjustments with people 
outside the home" (а steady rise in rank from 21 at 0 to 4 years to 
7% at 13 to 16 years and thereafter); *Reactions to the war" (a rise 
from a rank of 21 at 0 to 4 years to a rank of 914 at 17 years and 
dings with regard to satisfac- 
development and sex 
at 17 years and 


over—this roughly paralleling the fin 
tions on the same score) ; “Adjustments to sex 
(from a rank of 32 at 0 to 4 years to a rank of 9Y% 
over). 


SATISFACTIONS AND PROBLEMS IN ACCOUNTS 

ОЕ BOYS AND GIRLS 
tion were reported in accounts of 
146 and 8,975 respectively). In ac- 
counts of problems, on the other hand, more items were reported in 


accounts of boys (boys, 3,972; girls, 3,682). The differences are small 
in frequency, but are in keeping with findings in some other studies 
that indicate that the rearing of boys probably presents more prob- 
lems than that of girls. Quite as noteworthy, perhaps, is the finding 
that mothers do not favor the boys in accounts of satisfactions, but, 


if anything, favor the girls. 
Similarities in the relative 


Slightly more items of satisfac 
girls than in accounts of boys (9, 


frequency of various categories of par- 
ental satisfactions in accounts of boys and girls are decidedly more 
conspicuous than are differences. Four of the five categories most 
frequently mentioned in accounts of boys are similarly among the 
top five categories for girls; nine of the top ten categories in accounts 
of boys are also among the foremost ten categories in accounts of 


girls. 

There is also a high degree 
pertaining to boys and girls in 
NG DIFFERENT GROUPS OF PARENTS 


e of correspondence between the results 
accounts of problems." 


COMPARISONS AMO 
ps of parents represented in the study 


Urban and suburban 8700р? © esented in 

showed, with one exception, a high degree of similarity in the rela- 
2 

minor in character, are discussed in Chapter VI. 


! Certain sex differences, 
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tive frequency of various satisfactions and problems. The group 
that deviated most from any of the others represented white parents 
of relatively low socio-economic status, with larger families, on the 
average, than other groups in the study. This group deviated from 
other groups of white parents to a greater extent than did a group of 


Negro parents representing a higher socio-economic level relative 
to the situation of the Negro community at large. 


Satisfactions 


Following are some similarities and differences in accounts of sat- 
isfactions as they appear in connection with various categories that 
are briefly identified by a key word or two: 

“Personality” stands high in all groups—first or second in all 
groups except the low-income group, where it has a rank of six. 

"Companionship"—high in all groups. 

Categories that show little difference in rank in comparisons 
among all groups include “Pride in child rearing” and “Routines.” 

Categories that receive substantially more emphasis in the white 
groups of relatively favorable socio-economic status and in the Negro 
group than in the low-income white group include: “Child’s intel- 
lectual abilities"; “Child’s social adjustments”; “Child’s artistic abili- 
ties and interests”; “Motor abilities and interests”; “Sex adjust- 
ment.” The last-named difference undoubtedly is due to the greater 
reticence characteristic of lower educational status. 

Categories that receive substantially more emphasis in reports of 
satisfactions by the low-income white group as compared with the 
others follow: “Impact of relatives—spouse and others” (a rank of 
las compared with a rank of 10 or lower in the other groups) ; 
"Child's performance of chores, etc.”; “Living quarters,” 


Problems 


In accounts of problems, certain categories stood high in all 


groups: “Routines”; “School”; “Parental self-reproach and misgiy- 
ж 
ings. 


Certain problem categories have a conspicuously higher rank in 
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the reports from the low-income group: “Drudgery, chores, involved 
in child rearing” (this has a rank of 216 in the low-income group 
as compared with a rank of 19/5 or lower in other groups); “Lack 
of means" (814 as compared with a rank of 124 in the Negro group 
and 19 or lower in the other white groups). 

The suburban group (representing relatively favorable socio-eco- 
nomic conditions) voiced conspicuously fewer complaints or prob- 
lems than the favorably and unfavorably situated. white urban and 
Negro urban groups in the category “Unsatisfactory living quar- 
ters." "This, with a rank of 3014, stands almost at the bottom of the 
list of- problems in the suburban group. It stands at the very top of 
the list of problems reported by the low-income urban group. It 
ranks fourth in frequency of mention by the Negro group and sixth 
in reports by an urban white group of relatively high socio-economic 
Status. 

Suburban parents also gave de 
related to the health of children 
ranks of 8% or higher in the various 
groups). 

Generally speaking, parents of 


cidedly less emphasis to problems 
(a rank of 2014 as compared with 
white and Negro urban 


low socio-economic status gave rela- 


tively much less attention to psychological qualities of their children 
and relatively much more attention to the physical environment of 
the home, the physical health of children, the labor involved in child 
rearing, and the role played by other adult members of the family 
than did white and Negro groups of higher socio-economic status. 


SATISFACTIONS AND PROBLEMS AS RELATED TO BIRTH ORDER 
There is a high degree of similarity in the problems and satis- 

factions reported in accounts of only children, younger or youngest 

children, older or oldest, and children of intermediate age. — 
More satisfactions and problems pct child were reported in ac- 


counts of the older or oldest of two or more children than in ac- 
counts of the younger or youngest On most points, the difference 
seems to be a function of the age of the child rather than of his posi- 
tion of being younger or older than other children in the family. An 
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exception appears in accounts of sibling relationships—jealousy and 
the opposite. The chances are slightly greater that the older child 
will be blamed if sibling relationships are poor than that the older 
child will receive credit if the relationships are good. 


CONCLUSIONS 


In describing qualities in their children and in themselves that are 
satisfying or disturbing, parents indirectly reveal their attitudes with 
respect to their roles as parents and the values they embrace. What 
follows pertains to the Majority group of parents included in this 
study, who were of average or above-average socio-economic status. 

According to the findings in this study, the satisfactions involved 
in being a parent outweigh in emphasis and outnumber in frequency 
the sources of dissatisfaction or distr 


ess. This predominance of sat- 
isfactions, however, may simply refle 


ct a general human tendency to 
forget a larger Proportion of disagreeable than of agreeable events 
of the past. It might also be that parents stress the positive in order 
to give a good account of themselves or through a sense of duty. If 
50, the findings merely show that parents think they should empha- 
size the bright side. But in spite of such reservations it is clear that 
parenthood offers certain outstanding rewards. 

Among these rewards are the companionship and affection that 
children afford and the opportunity they provide for a friendly shar- 
ing of mutual interests. In the recent literature, 
about children’s need for the affection of their p 
findings emphasize the fact that parents also h 
affection of their children. 

These findings do not, of course, reveal a new truth, for they are 
in keeping with the wisdom of the ages. But the importance to par- 
ents of the affection of their children can easily be overlooked. 
Beginners in the field of mental hygiene and psychological counsel- 
ing, beginners as well as veterans in the field of teaching, and neigh- 
bors and members of the community at large often tend to ignore it. 
When, for example, there are signs that a troubled child is 4 « 
jected” child, other adults are tempted to blame his 


much has been said 
arents. The present 
ave a desire for the 


ге- 
Parents rather 
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than to sympathize with them. Actually, if a child is "rejected" — 
denied the genuine affection of his parents—it is not he alone who is 
in trouble; his parents also are in an unhappy state. Lacking the 
ns the chores of child rearing, unable 
, such parents must still go 
and living with him from 


mutual affection which lighte 
to relish the ways of their growing child 
through the motions of caring for him 
day to day. If they fail to take proper care of him, they face disgrace 
and self-reproach. 


It is important also to recognize the position of the more for- 


tunate and more numerous homes where there is mutual affection 


between the parents and the child. The affectionate relationships be- 


tween such parents and their child are likely to be much more inti- 


mate and varied than the relationships between the child and any 
person outside the home, such as the child's teacher. 

This is brought out in the findings of the study by del Solar, which 
is a companion to the present investigation. In this study, children 
who attended a school with a very humane philosophy of education 
Were appraised by their teachers and by their parents. Emphasis on 
companionship and the enjoyment of mutual affection was frequent 
in the reports by parents but almost completely lacking in the reports 
by teachers. Moreover, teachers mentioned fewer satisfying qualities 
in the children than did the children's parents. This is not sur- 
prising, of course. It is not to be expected that а teacher of twenty 
or thirty children, restricted to the narrow range of contacts that 
chool affords, could establish as strong an 
emotional affinity between herself and her pupils as exists between 
the individual pupil and his parents. But the fact that this difference 
exists is nonetheless important. It should be taken into account, un- 
doubtedly to a greater extent than has been the case, when the school 
communicates with the home through written reports, through con- 
ferences with individual parents, and thr ough case study and 
remedial work that brings a child's parents into шере t 

While a parent's affection for his child should be respected, it 
does not follow that the parent should at the same time be regarded 
аз a wiser and kinder member of the community simply by virtue 


суеп a very progressive s 
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of the fact that he is a parent. The question of how the experience 
of loving one's own child influences one's sympathies for other chil- 
dren and for mankind at large is beyond the scope of the present 
study. Ordinary observation indicates, however, that love for chil- 
dren may be entirely specific. Affection for one's own offspring does 
not necessarily induce greater humaneness toward other children. 
The parent who has given his own rations to his child, who has 
watched over his sick child with a heavy heart, who has sorrowed 
When his child was rejected by other children, may remain quite 
untouched by conditions near and far that bring hunger and death 
to other children; he may remain unmoved when other children in 
his own community are victims of prejudice and persecution. 

The fact that affection for children may thus be restricted should 
also be taken into account when parents and other adults who deal 
with the same children appraise one another. As indicated above, а 
teacher should respect the fact that parents have a great emotional 
stake in their children, but parents should not 
themselves up as superior human beings. The teacher whom they 
disparage as “an old maid” may, in fact, be wiser and more charitable 
in her concern for the general welfare of children than is 
whose charity begins—and ends—at home. 

Another outstanding reward of parenthood, as em 
findings, is the Opportunity to appreciate the de 
child’s distinctive qualities and characteristics, 
to relish the fact that a child is a person in his 
OWn Ways, appear in a variety of categories th, 
tion with the child’s personality traits, his inte 
artistic activities, his interests, hobbies, and ent 

In some of these accounts parents were p 
miring themselves (but this is no less a satisfyi 
some accounts they were perhaps aware of the ulterior 
of a child's engaging qualities. But the satisfying charac 
ported by the parents were so varied in natu 
tion of them were described in such personal 
to reveal a genuine enjoyment of the child f 


; On this account, set 


a parent 


phasized by the 
velopment of a 
Such opportunities 
own right, with his 
at represent satisfac- 
llectual qualities, his 
husiasms, 
erhaps indirectly ad- 
ng €xperience) and in 
advantages 
teristics re- 
re, and a large propor- 
terms, that they seemed 
or his own sake. 
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Characteristics under these headings were also mentioned in ac- 
y in descriptions of children’s personality 


counts of problems (notabl 
f these categories far surpassed ex- 


traits), but satisfactions in all о 
pressions of dissatisfaction. 
This opportunity to enjoy the un 
distinctive characteristics, his qualiti 
as an extra dividend for parents, so t 
rearing. 
Certain other aspects of child rearing likewise yield a preponder- 
ance of satisfactions but at the same time present a relatively larger 
proportion of problems. The strategy required of a parent and the ex- 
ercise of policies involved in the vocation of parenthood cause pride 
and pleasure to a majority of the parents, but frequently also they 
occasion doubt and self-reproach. While the practical, day-to-day 
chores in caring for children are often lightened in gratifying ways 
by children’s helpfulness, these chores, in a large proportion of fami- 
lies, also become tedious and fatiguing. —— 
One aspect of child rearing in which problems or dissatisfactions 
Show a high incidence compared with satisfactions is the manage- 


ment of routines—feeding, sleeping, elimination, dressing, and clean- 
liness. However much parents and children may glow with mutual 
jority of parents stumble on 


love and admiration it seems that a maj 
the rock of routines in the rearing of one or more of their children. 
Perhaps their expectations with respect to this phase of child be- 
havior are too high. 

The findings in this study i 
of thought to protect their se 
tions. In reporting satisfying 


folding of a child’s interests, his 
es as a person, appears to come 
o speak, in the business of child 


ndicate that parents usc various turns 
Jfesteem and their children’s reputa- 
features involved in the having and 


rearing of children they give relatively more emphasis to good quali- 
ties in their children and in themselves, and relatively less emphasis 
to conditions in the community, the cultural and p hiygieal pisci 
ment, than when describing their problem S d dissatisfactions. 
Again, when they describe the assets of their children they tend to 
speak in terms of general virtues, W 


hile in describing the liabilities 
of their children they tend, to a greater degree, to name more spe- 
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cific forms of behavior, Self-protective devices 
Course, not limited to parents. 
The present findin 


such as these are, of 


gs show conspicuous differences but do not 
reveal the full significance of differences in the appraisal of child 
rearing by different groups—urban and suburban, Negro and white, 
low and relatively high socio-economic groups. Problems and dee 
tions due to physical conditions—crowded or inconvenient living 


quarters, lack of convenient outdoor play space, and the like—are 
mentioned by a large numbe 


is a sharp difference betwee 


ban families, 


socio-economic status. But th 
Parents of higher economic stat 


on the same level as 
those of many suburbanites who commuted to 
advantages outweigh, i 
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whelming similarities in other respects between the satisfactions and 
the problems of city and suburban parents of similar socio-economic 
status. 

In the lower socio-economic group, however, the pinch of con- 
gested city life, combined with other adversities, such as lower in- 
come and the necessity for caring for families of larger than average 
size, seems to make an important difference. Parents in this group 
are decidedly more absorbed by the practical aspects of child rear- 
ing. Difficulties connected with living quarters stand highest on their 
list of problems. Also high on their lists of dissatisfactions and prob- 
lems are lack of means and the drudgery and fatigue involved in 
caring for children. Interestingly enough, these parents also are 
much more appreciative of such physical comforts as they do pos- 
sess than are the parents who live in much more comfortable circum- 
stances, 

Apparently by reason of more crowded conditions these parents 
are drawn into more friction with, as well as dependence on, other 
adults: troubles with relatives rank high in their list of problems 
while the kindness and good qualities of relatives rank highest on 
the list of their satisfactions. М 

On the other hand, in discussing their satisfactions or problems, or 
both, parents of low socio-economic status show less awareness 
and appreciation of the psychological characteristics of their chil- 
dren than do parents of higher economic status. They give less at- 
tention to distinctive features in the make-up of their children, 
Such as personality, intellectual qualities, artistic activities. In like 
manner, they show much less awareness of their children's social 
relationships with persons outside the home than do parents at 


higher socio-economic levels. 
This relatively low degree 
esting persons in their own rig 


of awareness of their children as inter- 
ht springs in part, no doubt, from the 


fact that parents of low socio-economic status have less time, leisure, 
and energy for enjoying their children. No doubt it also is due to 
the fact that these parents have less education and presumably also 
a lower average level of intelligence than the parents in the other 
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groups. Whatever the cause, it appears that the rearing of children 
is much more of a physical chore and much less of a psychological 
adventure in families of low socio-economic status. While bearing 
the burden of a large family on smaller means these parents miss 
many of the satisfactions which parents in more fortunate circum- 
stances regard as highly important. Even so they have other rewards. 
They take as much pride in their jobs as parents as do members of 
the other groups; they appreciate considerably more the helpfulness 
of their children in the performance of homely chores, and decidedly 
more the good qualities of adult relatives than do parents in the 
other groups; and they share to the same degree as parents in the 


population as a whole one of the greatest rewards of parenthood, 
namely, the companionship of their children, 


The picture that emerges from the findings in this study as a 
whole reveals parenthood as a very stimulating undertaking. It ap- 
pears that having and rearing children provide frequent oppor- 


tunities for tasting the satisfaction of being completely absorbed in 
an experience. The problems presented b 
ingenuity and are a challen 
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shown by findings in other studies, that a large proportion of chil- 
dren become misfits in childhood or in adult years or are in one 
way or another destined to be maladjusted or unhappy creatures. 
Apparently the solicitude of a loving parent is not enough to ensure 
a happy life for a child. Moreover, the fact that a parent enjoys 
his child does not mean that the parent will be immune to feelings 
of perplexity and distress in connection with the rearing of his child. 

Why, in spite of parental appreciation, interest, and fervor, is the 
business of child rearing attended by so many difficulties, and why 
is the outcome of a childhood spent with a fond parent so often un- 
happy? Do problems and unhappy outcomes occur mainly because 
parents, regardless of their concern, do not deal wisely with their 
children? Unless we take the position that a high incidence of dif- 
ficulty of a minor or major sort is an inevitable product of our cul- 
ture, it seems reasonable to assume that there is something that par- 
€nts and prospective parents could learn about child rearing that 
would ease the way both for parents and for children. | 

In the light of parental solicitude, such as is revealed in this study, 
it can be assumed that parents have a strong motive to learn. It is 
reasonable to assume that they are ripe for parent education in its 
broadest and most profound sense. Yet, in spite of this, it appears 
that parents make relatively little use of such education as is avail- 
able. Moreover, such educational facilities seem 1n the judgment of 
the parents to be of relatively minor significance. Only a very small 
Proportion of parents mentioned sources of information or advice 
or help in child rearing, in describing their satisfactions or problems. 
When such sources of help were mentioned they were more often 


disparaged than praised. 


Certainly this low estimate that parents place on educational aids 


ity. Instead, it seems that something 
f educational aids that are available. 
[filled need for parent education 

to parents has been lacking in 
he literature in mental hygiene 
blems, parents have frequently 


15 wrong or lacking in the kind o 
One rcason, no doubt, for the unfu 
is that much that has been offered 
ordinary human understanding. In t 
and in that dealing with behavior pro 
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been treated as whipping boys. They have been, directly or by 
implication, accused of rejecting or of overprotecting their chil- 
dren, of encouraging mother or father fixations, and the like. Be- 
sides, writings addressed to parents have frequently been faddish. 
At one time a rigid, consistent schedule was recommended; then 
came a time when writings stressed the need for flexibility. At one 
time parents were admonished not to be too demonstrative with their 
children; then came a torrent of writing and of talk to the effect 
that warm and intimate affection is crucial to a child's proper devel- 
opment. At one time parents were advised in great detail as to how 
and when to establish bladder control and certain feeding habits; at 
another time they have been advised to let nature take its course. 
Much that has been offered to parents has been doctrinaire and un- 


supported by scientific fact. It is no wonder that parents, for all that 
they may feel the need of counsel and advice, attac 
cance to the kind of advice that is available. 

Back of the shortcomings in much of the educational material of- 
fered to parents is a lack of scientific inte 
materials to parents often 
process of popularizing, 
torted. 


An even more im 


h so little signifi- 


grity. Those who purvey 
gather their data second hand and, in the 


the truths become oversimplified or dis- 


portant reason why the need for parent educa- 


tion is not now adequately being filled is that relatively little truly 
scientific informati 
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household and caring for children—the arrangement of furniture, 
utensils, and equipment, problems of efficiency in timing, spacing, 
and combining various operations. No doubt in some homes it 
would be more helpful to show a mother how to prepare breakfast 
in half the usual amount of time than to tell her about the psycho- 


logical aspects of a “feeding problem.” 
This lack of a realistic approach to the home situation is evident 


in other ways. Parents struggle with children’s garments that are 
exasperatingly well designed to waste time and to roil the temper of 
the most saintly parent and the most angelic child. There have been 
millions of temper tantrums because of the breakage or misfunction- 
ing of flimsy toys that never should have been made or bought for 
children in the first place. 

Quite as important, if not much more important, is the need for 
systematic information on the developmental side. Most of the prob- 
lems reported by parents in this study could be handled with much 
greater assurance and with much less strain to both parent and child 
if good developmental data were available. Nearly all the problems 
reported in the area of “routines” raise questions of developmental 
changes and individual differences with respect to such matters as 
how much a child eats, how his eating habits and eating skills 
change, when he may be expected to take responsibility for wash- 
ing his hands, when he may be expected to dress himself, and the 
trial-and-error process of learning that necessarily must be involved. 
Again, problems with respect to a child’s helpfulness about the 
home, his relationships with other children within the home and 

‘with people outside the home, problems with respect to personality 
qualities under such headings as perseverance in a task, honesty, 
forthrightness, self-control, and the like, all stand in need of better 
definition and clarification from a developmental point of view. 
Undoubtedly much that is regarded by a parent as a “problem” 
represents behavior that is characteristic of a certain level of develop- 
ment and that will change without requiring special attention as the 
child grows older. 


This dearth of systematic information concerning the practical 
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operations, the practical issues, and the day-to-day emotional and 
other behavioral aspects of child rearing stands in sharp contrast to 
the importance that most psychologists and educators attach to the 
child’s home life. This dearth of information also stands in striking 
contrast to the wealth of information that is available with respect 
to certain other aspects of a child’s education. While there are thou- 
sands of studies that deal with the teaching of certain academic skills, 
such as spelling, reading, and arithmetic, there is not at the present 
time one single published study that deals in a comprehensive and 
realistic way with the teaching of the с 
skills that children learn at home. This holds true even though these 
skills have a decisive bearing on the development of independence, 
self-help, the ability to carry practical responsibilities, the ability to 
take responsibility for one’s own safety, and so forth. 

Studies of the practical and behavioral details of the rearing of 
children within the home will not, of course, solve all the problems 
of child rearing, But findings such as those in the present study, in- 
dicating as they do the values that parents derive from their chil- 
dren and, along with these, the problems that parents face in the 
upbringing of their children, emphasize the point that unless and 
until the home situation is made the subject of realistic study the of- 


ferings of child development, child psychology, and mental hygiene 
will continue to fall far short of the needs of parents, 


countless everyday practical 
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DETAILED SATISFACTIONS AND PROBLEMS 


CATEGORIES, AND FREQUENCIES 
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A, SATISFACTIONS 


The following is a detailed listing of the satisfactions of parents. The 
list presents the categories devised and used for the treatment of the data, 
and also the frequency of the various forms of satisfaction. The parents 
of 1,137 boys and girls reported a cumulative total of 18,121 satisfactions. 

The materials are presented in terms of 37 categories. Illustrative items 
are shown for each major category and for all subsidiary categories. With 
each major category are shown the per cents of boys, girls, and boys and 
girls combined for whom satisfactions under the heading in question were 
reported. These values are based on a tally of 1 only for a given child, 
whether the report concerning him included items in only one or in sey- 
eral subcategories in the major category in question. 

Also presented are the numbers of boys, girls, and boys and girls com- 
bined for whom parents reported satisfactions that fell under the heading 
of each of the various subcategories. In this computation a tally of 1 only 
for a child was given whether the parent mentioned one or several matters 


that fell within a given subcategory. 


1. Fact of having offspring of a certain puber Be ICING poercedug 
child; child gives stimulus, purpose, value to life; self-realization, self- 
fulfillment; self-renewal; retrospective appreciation of own childhood; 
widened outlook. В 32%; G 30%; T 31%.’ В 280; С 265; T 5452 


A. Fact of having a child or children, or of having child as planned, in- 
cluding joy of having a child after years of failure or miscarriages, or 
after illness threatening mother or child during pregnancy or in in- 
fancy; having child of desired sex; having stepchildren when childless 


* This means that satisfactions falling in опе or more of the subcategories under this 
heading were reported for 31 per cent of the children. The percentage is based on a com- 
Putation which gave a similar tally of 1 to an individual child whether the report concerning 

im mentioned items in one or in several subcategories. 3 | М 

This represents a cumulative tally of the frequency of mention of items in the subcate- 
gories when a tally of 1 only was allowed in the case of cach child for one or several items 
. © Опшїпр to the same subcategory. Note that this cumulative tally exceeds the values used 
11 computing the percentage of children represented. 
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in own right; having delight in a child not wanted but found to be 
“a treasure”; adopted children; general pronouncement such as It’s 
a delight to have him”; “It’s a joy to have her”; sense of projection of 
own personality into another person; “Child’s absence for a few weeks 
makes whole family feel lost”; enjoyment of having grandchildren. 
B 103; G 94; T 1973 К: 
. Having family of given size or number or spacing. B 56; G45; T 101. 
1. Fact of having several children or a large family; pride and feeling 
of success in having five children; satisfaction in fact that children 
are near together in age; pleasure in having had large family while 
still young. B 48; С 38; T 864 
2. Fact of having only one child or a small family or two or three 
children, including satisfaction in fact that children differ widely in 
age. B7; G9; T 16. 
Survival of child after severe illness or threatened loss of child and/or 
consequent deepened affection and appreciation of child's personality; 
joy that child survived a very difficult delivery. B 4; G 2; T6. 
First of two or more children “easy to raise,” agreeable, etc., perhaps 
thereby influencing parents to have another child 
or more children. B 2; G 10; T 12. 
Stimulation derived from children: child's questioning keeps parents 
mentally alert; child stimulates parents to "keep up" appearance, to 


understand value of money, to keep abreast of events, to continue their 
education and self-improvement; makes parents face future rather 
than dwell on the past; gives interest to middle and old age. B 32; 
G 33; T 65. 


9 


i 


; easy delivery of one 


- New or different sense of values and more profound sense of propor- 
tion, greater insight into value of freedom, of social institutions; more 
active interest in social welfare efforts; more appreciation of "simple 
things"; greater sense of beauty 


in nature and life; freshened interest 
in ordinary experience. B 19; G I2 T 31, 


+ Renewed appreciation of own childhood; spiritual rejuvenation; com- 
pletes the family circle. B 8; G ABs cL 2T, 


- Child promotes emotional and intellectual maturity of parents: holds 
parents together; minimizes petty differences; prevents separation; 
adds to fullness of parents' devotion to each other, В 14; G 12; T 26 

; й 

* Representing total number of children. A tally of 1 per child for items falling in one 

or more than one of the subcategories under this heading. 

: * Representing total number of children. A tally of 1 

in one or more subsidiary categories under subcategory B. The percentage of children repre- 

sented in this category can be computed by dividing the total number indicated by 1,137, and 
the B and G totals by 571 and 566 respectively. рч 


per child for one ог more items 
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I. Child gives purpose to living; responsibility for bringing up good 
citizens; for making children happy; gives parent responsibility for 
care of child when child is unable to care for self; decreases selfishness, 
self-centeredness, and sense of parents’ own importance. B 34; С 29; 
T 63. 

J. Broadening of social contacts and creation of new friendships for par- 

ents: parents meet other parents at parents’ meetings or through child’s 

playmates; feel kinship with other parents and interest in welfare of 
children everywhere; “having a child is a professional advantage to 

a minister.” B 4; G 4; T 8. 

Contribution to the human race and its survival: “feeling of continuity 

and renewal of life in the historic sense”; passing on gifts to posterity; 

fulfillment of nature’s purposes in parenthood; achievements of chil- 

dren are a joy and credit to parents’ sacrifices. B 5; С 9; T 14. 


ai 


2. Reflection of self, or spouse, or family in child; child manifests par- 
ental traits, interests, foibles or interesting departure from traits of 
parents (Item is tallied here when parent pointedly mentions and 
seems to savor the fact of similarity or contrast as distinguished from 
mention of such incidentally or by implication with emphasis on con- 
sequences; e.g., parent and child enjoy movies because of similar sense 
of humor). This category denotes a relatively detached objective in- 
terest and pleasure in noting evidence of effects of heredity or environ- 
ment as distinguished from evaluation, approval, or disapproval of the 
traits or qualities as such. B 11%; С 676; T 9%. B 89; С 44; Т 133. 

- Child resembles parent or other relative in physical appearance, body 
build, etc. B 6; G 6; T 12. 

+ Inherited talents, gifts: artistic, musical, mechanical, mathematical, 
motor. B 33; С 16; T 49. 

- Worthy or not undesirable practices, habits, specific acts, mannerisms 

that reflect parent. B 7; G 3; T 10. 

Personality traits, temperament, preferences, and the like. B 25; G 12; 


37А 
1. Traits generally regarded as favorable, advantageous. B 21; G 7; 


Uo ы P 


T 28? 
2. Traits or characteristics not unequivocably of a favorable or ad- 
vantageous character. B 6; G5; T п. > 


1 See footnote 3, p. 130. 
See footnote 4, p. 130. 
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- Companionship; 


3. Traits generally regarded as unfavorable or disadvantageous; e. g., 
hot temper. B 2; G1; T 3. 


‚ Parental foibles or inconsistencies or questionable practices reflected 


by child or commented on by child, including practices by child that 
pointedly show way toward parental self-improvement: child, helping 
mother put younger sibling to bed, firmly closes door to small broth- 
er’s room, remarking mother should also be firm on that point with 
both him and his brother; girl tells mother that it would be impossible 
for a child to live up to parent’s standards, B 2:G 1; T 8, 


- Child interestingly shows traits or ambitions quite different from those 


of one or both parents. B 9; G 4; T 13. 


- Child is following or is bent on following in parent's or relative's 


footsteps in choosing carcer, carrying on family traditions; child of 
mixed parentage (Chinese and American) is highly interested in 
both racial traditions and proud of both ancestries. B 3; G LTA 


shared interests and activities (except art and com- 
mon enjoyment of radio, movies), family unity, loyalty, and affec- 


tionate manifestations toward parents (Where definitely or by impli- 
cation the item involves both parents, 


ап appropriate notation is 
entered in Category 3X). Items relating to grandparents and spe- 
cifically to spouse's method and competence i 
Category 16; but a notation is entered in 3X 
Category 3. General items re “good company,” “he’s very companion- 
able,” etc., are placed in Category 3F, but in other subcategory if 
“good company” (or equivalent) is pointedly combined with ac- 
count of circumstances of companionship, e.g., “she is good company 
—we have similar sense of humor and get a great kick out of going 
to movies together.” If item involves active participation by spouse 
only, it is tallied in Category 16 and not 


here. B 63%; G 679 ; T 6596. 
B 759; G 715; T 1474, á a 


n discipline belong in 
if not already covered by 


Child shows liking for things 
and independent 
interests, 


Joy on their own account 


of 5 рап n; conformity to parental 
or enthusiastic participation in or enj 
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activities that normally appeal to children without parental prompt- 

ing (The same item is not tallied in more than one subcategory 

under B; but different items on the same record may fall in different 
subcategories under В; e.g., “We go to park together"—B2; “I like to 

help him with his hobbies"—B9). B 282; G 293; T 575. 

1. General or inclusive of a variety of undertakings as occasions arise: 
"We have happy times together"; "We do things together." B 64; 
G 62; T 126. 

2. Specific undertakings: trips to country, picnics, visits to parks, pa- 
rades, museums (unless as specified under 3C), theaters, shopping, 
ferry rides. B 112; G 142; T 254. 

3. Festivities, patriotic and holiday celebrations, family celebrations, 
etc. (all take part in Christmas and Easter ceremonies), common 
anticipation and preparation for parties, celebrations, trips, etc. 
В 53; G58; T 111. 

4. Activities implying intellectual companionship or joint enjoyment 
of similar interests or preoccupations (If parent expresses satisfac- 
tion in fact that child has this interest or gift, etc., apart from fact 
of joint participation with parent, the item is tallied also in other 
appropriate categories, such as 29, 30, 31, 32: reading aloud as a 
family entertainment; bedtime reading or stories; common interests 
in cultural activities (all interested in tree structure); common in- 
terest in jokes; enjoyment of family conversation; parent and child 
have similar interest in a subject and study together; foreign-born 
mother follows along, participates in child’s work and interest in 
school; mother and child especially enjoy movies together because 
of similar sense of humor; discuss baseball “fan dope” together (as 
distinguished from playing baseball together), etc. B 93; G 90; 
T 183. 

5. Common sentimental concerns, loyalties, joint emotional participa- 
tion in memorable occasions: joint family religious ceremonies; 
whole family thrilled when they saw Statue of Liberty from deck 
of boat; prospect of complete disability or even death of father 
draws all the family together in enjoyment of present family soli- 
darity. B 32; С 16; T 48. 

6. Common interest in out-of-door activities, sports, nature lore, wood- 
craft, camping; playing ball together, going to baseball and football 


* games as a family, having snowball fights; canoeing, hunting, fish- 


ing, nature study (If child's interest or aptitude is described as being 
appreciated in its own right, item is tallied also in other appropriate 
categories). B 34; G 29; T 63. 
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7. Common participation in such recreational activities as chess, bingo, 
bridge, dancing, etc., which children enjoy in preference to using 
same time for less desirable pursuits; playing and romping with 
children (see first parenthetical note in B4). B 45; G 26; T 71. 

8. Working together, sharing of family responsibilities: children have 

voice in discussion of family problems; children feel free to voice 

protest or to discuss regulations; children discuss and help father 
with advertising ideas; gardening; help with carpentry, etc.; work 
together for good of family; plan and save for improvements and 
new conveniences, etc.; “As soon as children were able, they shared 

in problems and responsibilities of the family.” B 54; G 36; T 90. 

Appreciation and cooperation in one another’s hobbies: child (or 

parent) helps to find new specimens for collection. B 6; G 1; T 7. 

Companionship, good company: miscellaneous evidence of mutual 

enjoyment of one another: “We are companionable, congenial,” “boon 

companions”; josh, joke, horseplay together; “We understand each 
other”; affectionate or playful teasing, prankishness; mutual enjoy- 
ment in talking about activities or interests of parent or child or mu- 
tual activities; having differing tastes but enjoying argument about 
them; children provide companionship for mother when father is in 

ill health or away from home; pleasure in companionship of more 

companionable sib, even if greater companionship with the other is 


also reported as needed or desirable; “We all love each other”; play 
together; children prefer “good times” at home to outside party. B 82; 
G 94; Т 176. 


D. Child manifests liking for 
flattery, keen appreciation, 


9. 


(If item was per- 
child proud of parent's pro- 
ing early and making break- 
5 for parents and is generous 
dren love their home; write 


ol or at work; write re lar | 
to absent father. B 86; G 64; T 150. dili ar 


reports his activities; confides problems and perp 


; has complete trust in parents; parent 
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F. Parent is pleased or marvels at fact that child shows consideration, 
affection or liking (3D) in spite of parental practices or misfortunes 
or shortcomings which parent thinks might have alienated the child. 


В 17; G11; T 28. 


3X. Spouse. Here are entered the number of the family record (not sim- 
ply a tally) which includes one or more items in which spouse is men- 
tioned, actually or by clear implication (e.g, “We all do it”; “The 
whole family” goes on picnic, etc.) in discussion of satisfactions. The 
content of the item is not classified here but in Category 3, or Category 


16, or elsewhere. 


4. Pleasure, pride in the exercise of duties and activities involved in 
being a child rearer, effects of methods of care, rearing (“self-con- 
gratulatory” note—see Subcategory 27С1 also); also satisfaction in 
greater skill, less tension, etc., in dealing with later children by virtue 
of having had one or more earlier children (Items with emphasis on 
companionship are placed in Category 3, as in shared hobbies—con- 
tributions such as parent might be expected to make in shared enter- 
prise are not given additional tally in Category 4). В 59%; С 6056; 
T 59%. В 638; С 684; Т 1322. 


А. Being able to do generally good job; effective use of pre-parental train- 
ing; being able to do better than others (“I handle him better than 
maid”); being able to perform unique service to child (mother can 
put child to bed, father can’t); even when ill, being able to do things 
others can’t do; being able to bring up normal children in spite of en- 
vironmental disadvantages; being able to sense needs of infant; being 
lenient, even to the point of spoiling children; finding time for routine 
and play. B 65; G 65; T 130. 

AX. Pride or satisfaction in a theory or policy of child raising which the 
parent has adopted, including theories with regard to the importance 
of discipline or freedom, acceptance or rejection of “old-fashioned” or 
“modern” theories of child rearing; statements of contrast between 
general policy in bringing up child as compared with policies adopted 
by own parents; statements of parental pride or satisfaction or claim 
with respect to policy of having faith in the good sense or good char- 
acter of the child: “My parent was too rigid (or too indulgent or too 
Protective) and I am trying not to make the same mistake"; “А good 
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policy in rearing a child is intelligent neglect”; "I think that to have a 
child's confidence is more important than to insist on perfect be- 
havior”; “I have more faith (than the other parent or other people) in 
the good sense and basic good character of my child.” B 165; G 189; 
T 354. Т 
‚ Coping with distinctive personality traits in two ог more children; 
meeting the challenge of dealing with them. B 29; G 22; T 51. 
. Exercise of wisdom, opportunities for giving child benefit of parental 
knowledge and experience: matters of general conduct, proprieties, 
kissing; “Don’t promise never to marry”; older child teases younger 
and then, through parental counsel, sees it is different in effect from 
dad’s more playful teasing of him; matters of intellectual grasp, help- 
ing child see through things, “getting wise" to Santa Claus, etc.; able 
to bring up children well “without thwarting”; pleasure in being able 
to give approval, praise. B 66; G 77; T 143. 
Successful overcoming of previous problems in child (through ap- 
plication of specified parental methods or strategems and involving, in 
effect, a note of self-congratulation or feeling of personal success) and 
successful coping with own impulses to “spoil” child; satisfaction in 
plans that have not yet been tried; mother, Spartan-like, inhibited im- 
pulse to accompany child on street for fear of accident and child man- 
aged all right; success in teaching extremely left-handed child; suc- 
cessful management of child in long convalescence. B 24; G 25; T 49. 
Being able to breast-feed the child (Only this item in this subcate- 
gory). B 53; G. 52; T 105. 
Successful prevention of problem or coping with incipient difficulty; 
parent attributes absence of problem to preventive steps: sends 16- 
month-old to nursery school before baby sibling was born; firm policy 
of not letting children have too many toys has borne good fruit: chil- 
dren are not so demanding as they otherwise might be; girl is sent to 
boarding school and retains wide range of interests at time of ado- 
lescence; parent careful not to impose on willing child; keeps own 
fears for safety of Navy father from children, who miss him greatly. 
B32; G 41; T 73. Д 
Satisfaction in career as parent or satisfaction in 
able to perform some or all tasks, duties, 
volved in rearing children, disciplining them or rewarding them for 
good conduct, in habit training, moral training, etc., or in management 
of household; rather take care of children than take care of house; 
enjoys care of tiny babies—bathing, putting to bed, cooing play, etc.; 
glad grown-up children are on their own; prefers child rearing to an- 


performing or being 
practical responsibilities in- 


А, 


SATISFACTIONS CATEGORIES 137 


other available career; duties as child rearer prevents boredom, waste 
of time; gratification over having taken full care of children in early 
infancy; pride in keeping the children clean and neat; enjoys making 
child’s clothes; pride or satisfaction in carrying role of the parent to 
whom all discipline is delegated. B 86; G 98; T 184. 


. Success in promoting specific learnings, characteristics, outcomes, vir- 
“tues, etc.: lessons in etiquette (table manners, “thank-you” letters) 


have borne good fruit; well-trained child is “good guest”; insistence 
on proper clothing prevented illness; taught child school subjects; was 
able to give children music lessons; promoted good language habits; 
promoted ability to take things in stride; mother, not allowed to cook 
as child, permits child to cook and is more tolerant toward child’s mis- 
takes than was her own mother; mother allowed boy when young to 
go alone to dining car when traveling, order own meal, pay, tip, with- 


out supervision. B 47; G 69; T 116. 


- Is more relaxed, capable, tolerant, or easygoing, etc., with later child 


or children by virtue of experience with earlier child or children. B 27; 
G 21; T 48. 


- Satisfaction in having been frank, honest, aboveboard with children; 


willingness to admit mistakes. B 1; G 4; T 5. 


- Joy in making financial or other material provision for child (If there 


is such provision plus participation in, say, a hobby, the item is put in 
3B9); buying gifts. B.22; G 14; T 36. 


- Greater satisfaction in rearing one child than another. B 7; G 2; T 9. 
. Pride in sacrifice, self-restraint, self-denial for sake of children: parents 


who do not drink or smoke because they believe that parental absten- 
tion is a good example for children. B 14; G 5; T 19. 


- Not used. 


- Routines: This category overlaps with developmental progress (Cate- 


gory 19), but includes items having to do with eating, sleeping, elim- 
ination, dressing, cleanliness. (“Routines” refers primarily to habit 
formation; when feeding, elimination, and sleep are subsidiary to 
health, the item is classified under Health, Category 27). If stress 
is on precocity in establishment of "routines," the item is tallied in 
appropriate subcategory of Category 6. B 4596; С 51%; T 48%. B 
461; G 555; T 1,016. 

Feeding (Items with emphasis on responsibility assumed by child are 
put in G). B 140; G 160; T 300. 
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. No feeding problems: feeding, eating, etc., developed normally; no 
difficulty; child eats well; little trouble with feeding; no allergies or 
aversions. B 115; G 118; T 233. 

‚ Feeding all right during pre-weaning period. B 3; G 7; T 10. 

Successful establishment of good feeding routine, including success 

after earlier difficulties; no between-meal eating, etc.; finding a suc- 

cessful formula. B 13; G 24; T 37. 

Successful weaning; successful transition from breast or bottle to 

other means; taking solids. B 33; G 49; T 82. 

5. Precocity in any aspect of development of feeding. B 5; G 6; T 11. 

‚ Elimination (Items on responsibility are put in G). B 79; G 98; T 
177. 

1. Early or easy good control and good bathroom habits (If stress on 
precocity, etc., Subcategory 6 B 2 is used), or establishment of natu- 
ral habits after a period of difficulty. B 54; G 72; T 126. 

2. Precocity in establishment of elimination habits; goes to toilet by 
self at night. B 25; G 26; T 51. 

3. No constipation; good bowel movements; B 1; G 3; T 4. 

Sleep (Responsibility items are put in С). B 87; G 78; T 165. 

1. Never any trouble with sleep; good sleep habits; 
spite of distractions. B 78; G 71; T 149. 

2. Flexible in sleep routine; will sleep late or rise carly; will sleep any- 
where. B 6; G 7; T 13. 

3. Good or improved sleep after dificulty. B2; G 0; T 2. 

Dress (Responsibility items are put in G). B 11; G 20; T 31. 

1. Precocity in any or all phases (Emphasis here on earliness as dis- 
tinguished from emphasis on general responsibility for self-help). 
B7;G 10; T 17. 

2. Generally Cooperative, including willingness to take hand-me- 
downs; "sensible about clothes"; pleased with clothing mother 
makes or buys. B4; G 10; T 14. 

Cleanliness: personal grooming, appearance. B 25; С 35; T 60. 

b Precocity. B 3; G 12; T 15. 

2. Fact of. B 24; G 24; T 48. 

F. Tidiness and neatness, orderliness: tidi 
B 23; G 28; T 51. "di room, риз toys away, ec, 

1 Precocity. B4: G6; T 10. 

2. Fact of. B 21; G 23; T 44. 

Self-management: emphasis on doing for self 

when emphasis is on responsibility, 


N 


4, 


good sleeper in 


ing (ltem is placed here 
Initiative, unless a characterization 


ча 
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includes more than one aspect or feature, each of which would receive 

a tally if appearing alone; items are not tallied both here and else- 

where, as in Category 7). B 53; С 79; T 132. 

1. Cares entirely for self, or nearly so, or insists on doing for self all 
within his ability, manages well for self. B 28; С 25; T 53, 

2. Eating: self-feeding, including efforts at any stage, and with vary- 
ing degrees of success, to do for self; good sense in selecting own 
food; including “mixed” pleasure when enterprising learner spills 
or messes. B 7; G 7; T 14. 

. Sleep: preparations therefor—opens window, etc. B 4; С 0; T 4. 

4. Elimination: can attend to self entirely at toilet. B 2; G 7; T 9. 

5. Dressing: good management of responsibility, including selection 
or help in selection of clothes; good judgment, taste, care, neatness; 
good shopper for clothes. B 15; G 40; T 55. 

6. Bathing: bathes self, cleans teeth, etc.; cares for hands. B 7; G 8; 


T 15. 


ә 


. Performance of chores, duties: meeting responsibilities related to con- 


venience, comfort, safety, and protection of household; meeting re- 
sponsibilities associated with privileges; being helpful around the 
house and grounds, running errands (Items regarding art are put in 
Art category (31), not here); emphasis on the practical consequences 
of child’s qualities in the details of everyday life. (Possible cross tally 
with other categories, e.g., if child is described as “thoughtful,” “con- 
siderate,” and if such thoughtfulness expresses itself, among other 
ways, through special helpfulness when mother is busy or tired, item 
is tallied in both 7 and 20.) B 41%; С 44%; T 42%. B 295; С 320; 
T 615. 


. Privilege category: has dog, cares for dog; has turtle, feeds same (Tal- 


lied once if list of animals is long). B 13; G 13; T 26. 


- Doing parentally delegated or assigned chores or taking share in regu- 


lar duties connected with household. B 191; G 215; T 406. 

1. As part of parental training to promote responsibility: mows lawn; 
washes car; irons; takes responsibility for cleaning bathroom, pre- 
paring one or all meals, etc., as part of program set by parent not so 
much through necessity of help but as child-rearing measure (in- 
cluding duties that maid might properly be asked to do). B 25; 
G 26; T51. 


140 


С. 


9 


- Careful with belongings, 
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2. Actual sharing of work, relieving mother or father, or substituting 
for mother, father, or servant: mother works and child takes re- 
sponsibility for housework; each child in large family does e 
of work; family loses maid because of financial reverses, chi a 
take on her duties; on maid's day off children gladly help with her 
work; children gladly wash Sunday dishes; older child helps in care 
of younger as part of the family work; child eager to learn how to 
be helpful. B 176; G 205; T 381. 7 | bcd 

Helpful, resourceful, thoughtful, responsible, in connection with o- 

mestic crises, household emergencies, or special situations; willing to 

do more than own share; service with a smile; gladly takes over duties 
of maid when for any reason maid is no longer employed; makes cof- 
fee for mother when mother is tired; takes good care of younger 
sibling when mother suddenly is taken ill; older child puts out fire 
started by younger when parents are away; boy fixes doors, electrical 
appliances, etc, when father is away; gives first aid in emergency; 
cares for own minor injuries; rises helpfully to the occasion when mis- 
haps occur, e.g., helpful and resourceful when tire blows out; takes 
potluck with parents when traveling; thinks up ways of being helpful; 
quietly gets up morning after parents have had late guests and washes 
dishes before parents arise; five-year-old competently receives and re- 
lays telephone messages; utilizes Scout learnings to make picnic fire 
for family, etc.; year-old child brings in sticks for firewood; ten-year- 
old girl shops economically for food, etc. B 50; С 50; 'T 100. 
careful with own or others’ Property; eco- 
nomical with supplies (Opposite of destructive, careless with toys, 

furniture, etc). В 22; С 22; Т 44, 

"Takes responsibility for appointments, 

ment of time: makes and keeps dental appointments; can work well 

by self and plan work well; makes own 

dog, etc., but does not object to request 

to take care of unusual task, etc.; five-ye; 

responsibility for leaving home for kin 


с Y 3 takes responsibility 
for younger children's care On street. 


B9;G4; T 13, 
Fact that child causes little bother, 


trouble, 
to manage 


(Emphasis is primarily on fact t 
rather than on value of behavior or quality 
category is reverse of Problem Category 8. 
relieved of necessity of constant supervision 


or inconvenience; ls easy 
hat child is not a bother, 
of behavior in itself, This 
Specific mention of being 


or discipline, or of efforts 


Uo 


les] 
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to keep the child occupied or out of mischief are tallied here. If such 
was a consequence of, or related to, qualities in child appreciated in 
their own right, item is tallied both here and in other appropriate 
category; e.g., “Child has rich resources within himself, happy in own 
company, can keep self occupied with result that when I want to read 
or work I can do so without interruption,” is tallied in 8A as well as 
in 20A1). B 17%; G 18%; T 18%. B 109; С 113; T 222. 


. Child involves little or no bother or trouble: is a “good baby"; parent 


is not required to give time to amuse child or to keep him occupied; 
child does not object to routine delays; is content to be left alone, or 
has own resources for keeping occupied (Emphasis on point that 
parent, therefore, can go on with her own occupations) ; does not get 
in the way too much; is “easy to handle"). B 61; G 66; T 127. 


- Child can be left alone happily and/or satisfactorily: remains alone 


hours without meddling when parents go out; if he wakes early can 
amuse self; goes to school without escort (Emphasis on saving of 
parent's time rather than on avoiding hazards); is little or no trouble 
when traveling; child amuses self in own room at nap time even if he 
does not sleep; adjusts well to mother's going away to work; can stay 
alone at night if parents are away. B 32; G 34; T 66. 


- Not noisy, not overly boisterous. B 3; G 2; T 5. 
- Child ceases immature or problem or disruptive behavior in time of 


emergency or stress: child less demanding of attention when sibling 
is sick; responds favorably to lack of attention at times when family 
is facing difficulties (Emphasis on fact that thereby parent's load is 
lightened). B 3; G 3; T 6. 


- Good adjustment to being away from home or to changes in mode of 


life: refugee child contented in boarding home; child away at school 
Without being unduly homesick; willingly stays with relatives for a 
time when new baby is born; happily lives with relatives during de- 
pression; adjusted well when sent inland to escape possible bombing. 
В 10; G 8; T 18. 


- Pleasant or satisfying living quarters; physical environment; locale. 


B 28%; G 2995; T 28%. B 207; С 224; Т 431. 


- Easy access to cultural facilities: excellent library near by; art museum 


Within easy reach; near transportation to work. B 17; G 31; T 48. 


B. Convenience of architecture, arrangements of home: bookshelves con- 


venient for children. B 32; G 39; T 71. 
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C. Size and facilities of house and grounds: plenty of room; yard; chil- 
dren can play on sidewalk with or without supervision; children play- 
ing outside can be watched from window; physical home environment 
а good counter-attraction to outside allurements; children have facili- 
ties for being kept occupied; facilities such that home becomes head- 
quarters for neighboring children; apartment house has good back- 
yard; play space in court; present smaller (or larger) quarters more 
satisfactory than larger (or smaller) earlier quarters; house or grounds 
contain ample equipment, attractive equipment, for children's work 
or play, hobbies, or sports. B 116; С 99; Т 215. 

Good air, sunshine, heating, freedom from noise, dirt, etc.; quarters 
easy to keep sanitary and free from disease germs; can dry clothes in 
sun on roof; well heated. B 35; G 37; T 72. 


- Privacy; ease of access, etc.; lack of disturbance to or from neighbors. 
B7; G18; T 25. 


D. 


10. Advantages, favorable factors in social and moral environment; stand- 
ards, customs of community; wholesome, favorable effects of group 
mores, associates; disciplinary value of group, camp, club, Boy Scouts, 
etc. (The function of this category is to provide tally of satisfaction in 
fact of child's belonging or acknowledgment of values of certain out- 
of-home influences. If qualities thus promoted are appreciated in their 
own right, the item is tallied both here and in other appropriate cate- 
gory; e.g., J. is a good sport (20А5а); he got that way by belonging to 
the Boy Scouts (10B1); but item such as "Boy Scouts rubbed a lot of 
rough edges off him,” with no positive traits indicated, is tallied only 
in 1082) B 12%; G 7%; T 996. B 72; С 40; T 112, 


А. Child learns or has opportunity to learn or to exercise good social be- 
havior, good manners, good conduct, etc., from being with or watchin 
other children: good social learnings in good neighborhood Ree: 
cooperative play group connected with apartment. house has coat 
value for child. B 0; G 3; T 3. 8 

B. Valuable effects of camps, clubs, Scout troops, Y.M.CAA, etc; pleasure 
in fact that child is a member. B 68; G 35; T 103. i [ 

1. Supplementary values or pleasure in fact of chil 
pleasure in child's enjoyment of the group or privile 
ship. B 62; G 33; T 95. D ocber. 
. Corrective effects: problem overcome. B 10; G 4; T 14, 


d's belonging, or 


N 
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11. Child’s favorable reaction to or receipt of benefits from community; 
pect to qualities of, or children’s liking for neigh- 
(Emphasis on social and 
dicating satisfaction 


satisfactions with res 
borhood or community in which they live 
cultural environment). (Tallied here are items in 
with availability; if in addition parent comments favorably or seems 
to find satisfaction in the interests or activities developed by children 
in using what is available, note is made of such details in other ap- 
propriate categories.) В 32%;G 3396; T 33%. B 245; О 263; 'T 508. 
n their uses of neighborhood; adjust well to 
it (Emphasis on children's own reactions and evaluations); child on 
moving to New York from another city enjoys New York school, 
parks, etc.; child especially appreciates the city's museums, etc.; city 
enables girl from the South to break away from southern tradition for 
the upbringing of a well-bred girl; children like to play in parks near 
home; child likes country or city school; near-by woods are enjoyed; 
child, reared elsewhere, likes New York; library gives child access to 
well-bred children. В 88; G 78; T 166. 
В. Values noted in American situation by refugees from abroad or by 
h 4: satisfaction in being citizen of 


Americans who have traveled abroa : ing 
and able to rear children in the United States; America 1s the one 


place in which to bring up 2 child; refugee parents pleasantly sur- 
prised that America is not à “wilderness” but has amazing cultural 
resources (mostly free); children amazed at the size of the United 


States and want "to see it all.” В 15; G 13; T 28. 
atively more favorable for 


C. Present environment favorable or compar beg d 
child rearing, as evaluated largely from parent point of view ( = els 
A, where emphasis is on what children themselves report or on how 


they react to specific facilities); New York is more wholesome than 
former community; health facilities are good in present dr, 
good clinics for maternal and child care, enabling paed w r chil- 
dren whom they could not afford in previous locality; mns sur- 
roundings; suburb superior to city; less traffic danger i ae ; тоге 
natural advantages іп suburb, country, OF small ene с " ren's m 
rance about finding way about city confines t S mas E 
mother can direct and supervise their activity. В 90; i і 


D. Present generally unfavorable environment poor in many respects, en- 
ion about the seamier side of 


ables children to learn through observat e 
life; present environment, although not xo children to learn 
to rise above their surroundings. B4 G6; . 


A. Children like or profit fror 
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E. Neighbors friendly, do not complain about children. В 16; G 23; T 39. 
F. Neighbor (including resident in same house or apartment) takes care 
of child in mother's absence; provides gifts; mother can count on 
neighbors in times of stress to take care of children. B 20; G 20; T 40. 
G. Plenty of satisfactory playmates. B 12; G 11; T 23. 


12. Influence of specific playmates, companions, B 1%; С 1%; T 196. 


B8: G 5:1 13. 


Playmate or playmates are very acceptable, or have good effect, or 
enable child to enter into favorable or (to parent or child) interesting 
enterprises; parent admires types of play concocted by her boy and his 


playmates; child boarder has excellent influence on only child. B 8; 
Cbs 13. 


13. Safe or successful dealings with hazards of fire, traffic, water, being 
lost, ete. (If the danger element is emphasized, the item is put here; 
if parental convenience is emphasized, the item is put in Category 8). 

B 14%; С 1206; T 13%. B 87; С 72; T 159. 


. Child safely meets hazards: does well in traffic, responsible with fire, 
safely climbs, rides bicycle, sled, etc.; mother pleased when formerly 
sickly child coasts safely even though she also fears for his safety (as 
when riding fast down hill); child is always cautious, can be trusted 
in connection with these matters; child shows initiative and success in 
coping with such hazards on his own; drives car safely; has le 
by experience to be wary, to leave electrical appliances alone, to stay 
away from hot stoves, etc. B 52; С 45; T 97. 

B. Child presents no danger of being lost when roving or wandering; has 
fine sense of direction and orientation, not likely to get lost eum go 
alone on bus, train, etc.; can safely be allowed to roam the neighbor: 
hood, etc., travel to city alone, etc. B 29; G 23; T 52. 

C. Child or family or home has been spared from calami 
flood, death, ete. B 6; G 4; T 10. TU ER 


arned 


14. Adequacy of or adjustment to family finances; financial means or in- 


come ample, or sufficient for desired purposes; limited means, with 


compensating advantages. B 13%; С 17%; Т 15%. B 106; G 125: 
AR EAE 2 


A. Means, ample or limited, are deemed to be 


generally sufficient: in. 
cludes mention of specific needs provided for ent: in 


by means that are avail- 


a oe = тшн» EEE Ee 


ti 


— 
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able; “we have enough to get along on”; “we have always been able 
to afford vitamin D milk and cod liver oil”; mother on limited means 
provides good diet; mother able to arrange free time to carry on her 
own interests. B 28; G 29; T 57. 


. Limited income helps promote good family relationships: necessitates 


that mother take full care of child; mother finds better rapport be- 
tween herself and her children than prevailed between herself and her 
own mother by reason of delegation of latter's role to servants. B 5; 


G 3; T 8. 


- Limited means (including sharp reverses in financial status or pros- 


pective hard times) involve or promote resourcefulness, efficiency in 
getting along with little; confidence in self-sufficiency, ability to rise 
to the occasion, opportunity to take responsibility; children not dis- 
tressed by change from affluence to poverty; а joy to make a small 
income go a long way; children and parents find ability to enjoy life 
and work more important than money; confidence in ability to fend 
for selves reassuring to parents and children who anticipate lower 
family income; greater pleasure in things family has saved and worked 
to get. B 19; G 29; T 48. 


- Need for providing economically for children causes parents to settle 


down to steady, more secure work; results in better husbandry of 
means, budget; and energies more faithfully devoted to vocation. 
B 11; G 10; T 21. 


- Parental gratification over steps taken to economize, to provide meth- 


ods for lowering expense of or of providing funds for rearing of chil- 
dren. B6; G9; T 15. 


- Parental gratification over sufficiency of means (limited or not) by 


virtue of children's interest in and practice of economy: recognition of 
cost of things; cooperativeness with reference to budget; child suggests 
less expensive menu, or children ask whether family can afford desired 
piano; encourage parents to make “good buys"; forego desired objects 
in interest of economy. B 19; С 20; T 39. 


- Child has plenty of toys, equipment, though not an oversupply or as 


many as he might like, etc. (including being recipient of enough 
material to be able to give to others). B5; G 7; T 12. 


- Actual or tacit expression of satisfaction in being wealthy or well-to-do. 


B11 G 13; T 24. 


- Parents’ means provide better facilities for child rearing than parents, 


poorer as children, enjoyed when they were children. B 1; G 3; T 4. 


- Relief money appreciated—exceeds amount previously earned by 


father. B1; G2; T 3. 


146 JOYS AND PROBLEMS OF CHILD REARING 


15. Qualities of maid; good relations between child and maid. B 8%; G 


А, 


8%; T 8%. B 60; G 51; T 111. 


Generally competent, trustworthy, satisfactory in matters relating to 


children: parent has no misgiving about leaving child in maid's care. 
B 34; G 26; T 60. 


- Discipline. B 12; G 2; T 14. 


1. Cooperative with parental discipline, methods: maid helps in disci- 
pline. B0; G 1; T 1. 


2. Generally good in child training. B 12; G 1; T 13. 


C. Maid (or manservant) tolerant of childish behavior, foibles, interfer- 


E. Child likes maid, reacts favorably: is attac 


15X. Qualities of doctors and nurses; child's 


16. Qualities of child's relations with other 


- Doctor or nurse pulls child throu, 


- Satisfaction with qualities of doc 


‚ Child behaves well when ill 


ence by children. B 1; G 2; T 3. 


- Servant likes child, loves and cares for child as though it were her 


own; thinks child is considerate, lovable, intelligent. B 3; G 8; T 11. 


hed to maid; gets along with 
maid; "understands her"; is considerate, not too demanding; helpful 


(including willingness to be left in care of maid). B9; G9; T 18. 


- Servant assumes no unwarranted responsibilities. B 0; G 4; T 4. 
- Not used. 


G 
H. 


Servant teaches child skills and arts; teaches child to cook. B 1; G 0; 
JOSÉ 


response to medical care. 


B 7%; G 8%; T 7%. B 42; G 53; T 95, 


gh serious illness: handles delivery 
prenatal саге. B 3; С 4; T 7, 
tor, including favorable or invidious 


comparison between doctors (If invidious, unfavorable item is tallied 
under Problems 15X). В 8; G 15; T 23, 


of child safely and well; good at 


or threatened with illness: responds well 
to the taking of medicine, to enemas, €tc.; good patient, cooperates 


with doctor and nurse; likes the hospital. B 13; G 14; Total 27, 
Parental satisfaction with various home and medically prescribed 
remedies, cold cures, medicines. B 4; G 2% Я 

Doctor’s advice on various ailments and 
results: habit training; child’s school rel 
nating mannerisms, etc. 


problems followed with good 
ations; thumb-sucking; elimi- 
; sex education. В 14; G 18; T 32. 


parent, with relatives: spouse’s 


and relatives’ relationships with children and methods of dealing with 
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children (Emphasis here is on the quality of the relationship and on 
disciplinary methods, etc.; mother’s report of father’s enjoyment of 
child goes in this category, as distinguished from report of child’s lik- 
ing for parents in Category ЗЕ. In Category 3 emphasis is on unity and 
family loyalty; in this category (16) emphasis is on the role and quali- 
ties of the spouse or relative as an individual). See directions for 3X. 


B 50%; С 51%; T 51%. B 566; С 566; T 1132. 


. Items concerning father reported by mother. В 241; G 236; T 477. 

1. Good relationship, including measures taken by father to be com- 
panionable with child: father a boon companion to child; father sets 
aside time each day to be with children; father has always been 
good pal to child; also include father's approval or enthusiasm for 
child originally not of desired sex or otherwise not wanted; enjoys 
children; father strives to help child realize her potentialities— 

capping quotations, punning, etc. (In- 
cludes closer companionship of father with one sib than another 
without associated problem of difficulty for other; father approves 
of child; plays ball with child; stepfather and stepson have good 
relations). B 149; G 136; T 285. 

2. Spouse's methods and competence in discipline and in giving in- 

e in or approval of mother's discipline; 
good standards; parents have always been in agreement on aims 
and methods; father definitely sets himself to help child remedy 
deficiencies or faults. B 88; G 69; Т 157. | | 

3. Mother enjoys child’s enjoyment of father: child’s special loyalty, 


consideration for father; child schemes to provide coveted object for 
father; child’s admiration for father and emulation of him. B 54; 
G 56; T 110. 


4. Father provides int 


pleasant horseplay, teasing, 


struction, or acquiescenc 


ellectual stimulation, participates with child in 
intellectual enterprises: father highly interested in child’s develop- 
ing intelligence; holds discussions with him re projects (If item 
also bespeaks an interest by child approved by reporting parent, it 
is tallied also in Category 29 or 32; eg. child has strong interest in 
mechanics (32L), father participates in this interest (16A4). B 27; 
G 19; T 46. 

5. Father is handy, helpful in details of household routine, etc.: cares 
for children part of the time, thus freeing mother; makes toys for 
child; builds furniture for child’s room, etc. В 59; С 60; T 119. 

6. Spouse, in spite of physical or mental illness or handicap or suffer- 
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ing, is not cruel to children: father with complete disability or even 
death in prospect feels great sense of responsibility for training son 
to carry on. B 11; G 13; T 24. . 5 

7. Spouse sets good example: has high ethical standards; takes chil- 
dren to church or Sunday school; particular about children's man- 
ners, pronunciation, etc. B 5; G 16; T 21. 

8. Pather the head of family and all the family like it. B 3; G 3; T 6. 

B. Good relations between divorced father and child or not unfavorable 

reaction of child to fact of absence of divorced father. B 9; G 2; T 11. 

C. Items concerning mother reported by father. B 2; G 5; T 7. 

1. Good relationship, including measures taken by mother to be com- 
panionable with child: mother a boon companion to child; mother 
sets aside time each day to be with children (Also includes mother’s 
approval of enthusiasm for child originally not of desired sex or 
otherwise not wanted). B 0; G2; T 2. 


2. Mother’s methods and competence in discipline and in giving in- 
struction; acquiescence and satisfaction in father’s discipline. B 1; 
Geer А. 

3 


‚ Father enjoys child's enjoyment of mother: child's special loyalty, 


consideration for mother; child's appreciation of or gratitude toward 
mother. B1; G2; T 3. 


D. Grandparents. B 76; G 82; T 158. 

l. Good relationships: grandparents enjoy children, including’ no 
trouble with in-laws; children give new life and zest to grand- 
parents. B 29; C 24; T 53. 

- Good methods of direct dealing with children. B 9:713; 122. 

+ Grandparents help in child rearing or in adding to children’s fund 
of enjoyments or privileges or experiences; substitute on occasion 
for parents, provide outings, experiences children otherwise would 
not have; give good advice to Parents; provide housing or other 


facilities; read to children, etc.; care for child in own home when 
mother is disabled. B 53; G 61; T 114. 
- Father or mother or both enjoy children's enjoyment of grand- 
parents: children's tolerance of grandparents? foibles; children's 
chivalry, kindness, etc., toward grandparents, including letter-writ- 
ing by children to grandparents. B 27; G 28; T 55. 
Other relatives, cousins, uncles, aunts, etc. B 24; G 373-1 61. 
1. Good relationships: relatives enjoy children; 
laws; children give new life and zest to relatiy 
2. Good methods of direct dealing with children. 
3. Relative helps in child rearing: substitutes on 


w N 


EN 


no trouble with in- 
es. B4; G5; T 9, 
B1;G3; T4, 


occasion for parents, 


B7. 


. Is attractive to or accepted by the opposite sex: 


. Evidence of heterosexual interests, 


- Good adjustment, no problem as yet: 
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provides outings, experiences children otherwise would not have; 
provides housing or other facilities; children are especially fond of 
relative. B 18; G 28; T 46. 

4. Father or mother or both enjoy children's enjoyment of relative: 
children's tolerance of relative's foibles; children's chivalry, kind- 
ness, etc., toward relative, including their letter-writing to relatives. 


B4; G7; T lk 


‚ Enjoyment of larger family kinship, family circle involving parents, 


grandparents, other relatives, etc. pride in family (Note to be made of 


3X). B 15; G 16; T 31. 


adjustment to sex; characteristics and 


Favorable (or not unfavorable) 
vior relating to heterosexual develop- 


qualities of personality or beha 
ment and adjustments; qualities giving 
ing of problems of adolescence or prospective problems connected with 
uding attractiveness to opposite sex, social 


etc. B 26%; G 31%; T 29%. B 


promise of successful weather- 


marriage, family life, incl 
poise, etc, in boy-girl relationships, 
183; G 232; T 415. 


shows masculine or 
o marked or favorable degree; boy 
lass all like him; boys in dancing 
6; G 13; T 19. 

normality of preadolescent and 
arly adolescent boy begins to show interest 
in girls or in one girl; girl changes from general aversion to interest 
in one or more boys; girl takes interest in dancing partners; boy of 12 
begins to show more consciousness of grooming and appearance as 
phenomenon associated with ado 
interest by being “bossy” with gir 
B 13; G 16; T 29. 


feminine traits or potentialities t 
generally attractive; girls in his c 
class all want to dance with girl. B 


adolescent development: © 


lescence (blossoming out) ; boy shows 
15; girl “appeals” to boys for aid. 


interest in opposite sex (or 
friendliness toward) without undue interest; ability to “keep head,” 
not “bowled over”; is progressing in “natural” wholesome manner; 
successfully attends first mixed partys takes first dancing experiences 
in stride; interested in mixed parties; also is enthusiastic about sports; 
has other interests; not absorbed in romance to exclusion of other 
things; clean-minded, can discuss sex with other children without 
prudery or dirtiness; is not coquette oF lady-killer; would not delib- 
erately hurt feelings of person of opposite sex; little knowledge, no 
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curiosity, “decent” attitude; no knowledge or teaching as yet. B 21; 
(D T 53) i А к ee 
D. Evidence of prepuberal or later avoidance of Opposite sex: mother gla 
eighteen-year-old boy always took sister, age 15, to parties we ia 
had a date; ten-year-old boy “hates” girls, thinks all are “sissies”; gir 
thinks all boys are “roughs,” “toughs,” “brutes,” etc. B 6; G5; T. 12 
- Wiles, lures, techniques for attracting attention of member or mem- 
bers of opposite sex: girl, popular at dancing class, takes rear seat | 
boys must pass other girls to reach her; girl shows off. B 0; G2; T2. 
+ Child's reaction to, or resentment or unwilling acceptance of, overtures 
by opposite sex, or of improprieties of conduct, importunities, mores, 
and customs relating to pre-courtship, etc.: girl resents boys’ expecta- 
tion of kiss at dances or good-night kiss; boy resents girls’ telephone 
calls; boy is modest, loses interest in two girls who are “too free and 
hot”; girl embarrassed by boy escorting her to her street corner, then 
leaving without going to house to meet her mother. B 3; G4; Т7, 
С. Wholesome, decent, unembarrassed reaction to sex discussion and facts 
of sex in family counsels or in company of parents: good handling by 
parents and good attitude by children with respect to sex instruction; 
absence of prudery or of smuttiness in Tesponse to sex at home; free- 
dom to confide in one or both parents; evidence of wholesome learn- 
ing through observation of babies, parents, other children, or by help 
in work connected with breeding and raising of domestic animals, 
even if no specific sex instruction has been given; satisfaction in giving 
or having given best possible instruction; satisfaction in attitude of 
child that sex “is just the way things are.” B 122; G 140; T 262, 
‚ Prepuberal expressions of interest in Sex, marriage, childbirth, etc.: 
childish anticipation of marriage; early childhood “crushes” and court- 


ships; curiosity regarding Pregnancy, etc.; six-year-old announces im- 
pending marriage one week hence; chil 


d interested and asks details 
from pregnant mother. B5; G 10; T 15, 
Mature attitude toward marri 


н 


r ren who are a credit to grandparents; has 
fallen happily in love and is to be ma 


18. Sibling relationships* (R: Whenever there ; i 
*In the population of 1,137 children, 4 
Percentages are computed on this basis га! 
in other categories. 


B. 


- Earlier jealousy has disappeared 
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tions that are tallied in this category, original record is marked with 
prominent R, signifying return for further analysis to get sex of other 
sibling, age of the two sibs, etc. Items for one child are not tallied in 
more than one category in A, B, or C; same child can appear in D as 
well as in A, B, or C). B 43%; С 41%; T 42%. B 218; С 214; T 432. 


- Predominantly pleasant, friendly attitude and behavior of one sib in 


dealings with the other—opposite of jealousy—good feeling, predomi- 
nance of non-jealous behavior: child “adores” sib; two boys one year 
apart are "like twins"; no jealousy between two children widely differ- 
ent in age; child defends sib against parents, outsiders, etc.; older sib 
fights battles for younger but also disciplines younger for getting into 
hopeless fights; girl consults younger brother to get masculine slant on 
things; pleasant, friendly attitude, etc., suggested by specified practices, 
acts of good will, etc.; “good,” responsible behavior, protective, etc.; 
older sib treats younger like a son, never takes advantage; five-year-old 
cares for baby sib’s toys as well as for his own; older proud of superior- 
ity by virtue of age but does not abuse, helps instead; generous, shar- 
ing; older does not try to “wise up” the younger; one sib proud of 
other’s achievement; sib defers to sib more than to parent; likes to give 
pleasure, aids and abets sib in pleasures; does not envy sib’s pleasures; 
enters into adult role of tolerance and interest in dealing with three- 
year-old’s interest in Santa Claus; gives sib toys; makes sib laugh; 
reads to sib; lets younger sib go with older’s “crowd”; younger shows 
no resentment of social pleasures of older, but vicariously enjoys old- 
er’s privileges; older sib helps teach younger in school work that 
younger finds difficult. B 146; G 155; T 301. А 

Behavior mixed, but with strong positive elements: bullies and then re- 
forms, sees what effect is, turns around; scraps, but enjoys pummeling 
and insulting and razzing one another more than anyone elses corrects 
self when horseplay goes too far; fighting stops when one child seems 
Physically or emotionally hurt; much scrapping but fundamentally 
good friends; sibs bicker but stand together against parent or outsider; 
older sibs deplore mother’s “spoiling” of youngest but then turn 
around and “spoil” youngest themselves; younger admires and emu- 
lates older but in so doing sometimes overtaxes his strength; sibs do 
some things together with mutual pleasure, even if there may be 


fighting, etc., at times. B 54; С 41; T 95. | 
; relations now more cordial, etc. 


jealousy recedes after older girl has taken care of stricken sister; boy 
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19, 


- Grew “naturally”: ever 


- Interest in fact of growth, transformation, 


and girl, previously much at odds, become companionable after boy 
leaves home for college; tensions relax when children go to different 


schools; coming of third child eases strain between older children. 
Bo: G 8; T 17. 


. Exercise of ingenuity, wiles, other techniques to win favor, to obtain 


benefits from a sib: youngest “wields power” over older sibs. B 2; G 3; 
TES: . 


‚ Children maintain independence and individuality; younger holds his 


own against older. B 7; G 7; T 14. 


Growth; phenomena of growth, change, development, personality for 
mation (If connected with routines items are put in Category 6; if 
intellectual, in Category 29); fact of changes or emerging general 
ability; facts of progress in physical development; also the first ap- 
pearance of various performances, landmarks of development. B 
2096; G 2595; T 2296; B 14096; G 174; T 314. 


ything went all right or pretty well; has safely 
ent or great stress reached present stage of develop- 
ment; normal or satisfactory or better gains in height, weight, etc.; 
"easy to raise"; was well formed at birth. B 34; G 47; T 81. 


and without accid 


maturing, as evidenced by 
sh what previously he was 
here if achievement is cited 


various signs that child can now accompli 
too immature to accomplish (Item is put 
as evidence of maturity, 
from pride in achievemen 

> 
serving fact or progress of growth as disti 
of outcome or end result, e.g., “fascinated 
velopment” goes here, 
ently as a value in its 


its; progressive ca; 
responsibility; antici 


great enjoyment from keeping record of 
G 54; T 111. 


inating developmenta] trends—even if not 


ugly baby has become old-fashioned look- 
preadolescent girl. B 6; G7; T 13. 


eee eee 
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. “Firsts”—first appearance of developmental items. В 26; С 22; T 48. 


1. Physical: first tooth, etc. B 6; G 4; T 10. 


2. Behavior: first smile, first crawl, first step, first word. B 24; G 21; 


20. 


. Normal or early ac 


‚ Enjoyment of fact o 


‚ Traits generally considered good. B 3 


T 45. 


. Teething satisfactory: few or no complications; proceeded normally. 


B3; G6; T 9. 


celerated progress after period of retardation or 
frailty: parents’ relief from earlier apprehensions (If specific item, it is 
tallied under other appropriate category); prematurely born child 
progresses well, soon reaching normality. B 1; С T2 


‚ Physical and psychological puberal or prepuberal changes anticipated 


and effected without stress; parental pleasure in observing transitional 
phenomena: premenarcheal girl is child one day, little woman the 
next; girl plays with doll in afternoon, is enthusiastic about first danc- 


ing frock in evening (Subtotaled with sex category); boy today seems 
ttle boy. B 3; G 28; 21551. 


grown up, tomorrow is again a li 
f difference between two or more children in rate 


or pattern of physical development. B 6; G6; T 12. 


Personality traits, temperament, character, disposition (If enjoyment 
of ‘difference in personality of two or more children is reported, one 
tally is given for this in 21, but traits named are tallied in 20 or other 
appropriate category). B 64%; G 64%; T 64%. В 781; С 840; T 1621. 


39; G 348; T 687. 
1. Inner strength, fortitude, courage, calmness, adaptability, etc.; 
independence of spirit; determination, re- 
sponsibility, fearlessness, richness of inner resources, strength of 
will, self-sufficiency; uncomplaining, tries to see bright side; self- 
control; has reserves of power not ordinarily used; always ready 
to do the unpleasant necessary thing and “get it over with.” B 52; 
G 46; T 98. | 
2. Cheerful, happy, joyous, etc» zestful, vivacious, carefree, actively 
happy, generally happy, “full of life,” “like a puppy,” pleased with 
simple things; “has a wonderful laugh.” B 38; G 62; T 100. 
3. Even-tempered, good disposition, passively happy. B 53; G 69; 
122. 
a. Good disposition, serene; patient, good-humored, even-tempered, 
not moody, calm, not tense, placid, easy-going; “takes what 
comes”; takes things “in his stride.” B 30; G 35; T 65. 
b. Not given to tantrums, grouches, vengefulness, ill temper; angry 


permanent interests; 
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- Amenable, considerate, 


- Reasonable, 
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only when properly provoked; not vindictive, does not hold 
grudges. B9; G8; T 17. й 

Reserved, quiet, undemonstrative, sedate (not basically repre- 
senting fear or lack of self-confidence), not a “show-off” but 


serenely and quietly goes his own way; does not brag; enjoys 
solitude. B 20; G 30; T 50. 


5 


- Humor: good sense of humor; full of fun, jolly, contagious jocu- 


larity, tendency to laugh easily, heartily, gets family out of the 
blues, sunny disposition and liveliness has cheering effect on oth- 
ers; amusing conversation. B 36; G 28; T 64. 


- Honor, integrity, dependability, truthfulness, sense of truth and 


justice. B 113; G 121; T 234. 

a. Strong and good sense of justice, great fairness. B 12; С 6; T 18. 

b. Trustworthy and/or responsible, conscientious, trustworthy in 

important situations, dependable. B 52; G 61; T 113. 

‚ Frank, outspoken, open, aboveboard, takes blame, spontaneously 
apologizes for own error or rudeness; takes criticism "like а 
veteran"; tries to profit from experience; takes "raps" without 
whining. B 20; С 22; T 42, 

- Forthright, intolerant or irrationality. B 1; G 1; T 2. 

Honest (no stealing). B 20; G 21; T 41. 
Honest (no lying, deceiving), including truthtelling; honesty 


beyond normal expectations; high sense of honor. B 34; G 32; 
T 66. 


5. Tender conscience; extremely sorry if he hurts others’ feelings. 
B7; G4; T 11. 


a А 


> 


- Objects to or is distressed at inequality or injustice, rudeness by 
one toward another, or inflicti 


on of pain upon another; has 
Еа h " д 

social consciousness,” great respect for tights of others. B 8; 
© Л 115: 


- Democratic. B2; С Де TS: 


7. High-minded: is not prying, snoopy, or unduly inquisitive; not 
a tattler ог "squealer"; has high sense of professional honor 
(law, medicine, teaching, etc.). B 4; G 6; T 10, 

cooperative, unselfish, 
pathetic, thoughtful of others, self-denying, gentle, kind, pleasant, 
generally friendly, companionable, generous, not overattached, out- 

pos given to sharing, has "endearing ways" B 120; G 135; 


affectionate, sym- 


| Practical: has traits with "intellectual" elements; makes 
plans and tries to work toward them; amenable to discussion, 


10. 


Ti. 


15. 


16. 


17 


19. 


. Generally good, “innately” g 
- Not used. 
. Strong “maternal” or "paterna 


. Winning, attractive personality; 
18. 
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accepts parents' judgment; is level-headed, well-balanced, philo- 
sophical, of patient spirit, meditative; keeps head; is matter-of-fact, 
sober, good in emergency; has “mature” attitude; virtues are solid 
and substantial rather than showy or social, (In this item, empha- 
sis is on resulting action or behavior or quality of behavior from 
parental point of view, making for good adjustment and pleasant 
relations. If emphasis is on thought process or mental operation, 
item is put in 29D3.) В 44; G 42; T 86. 


. Vigorous, lively, active, energetic, busy; quick or decisive in move- 


ments; bored by repetitive or nonproductive routine; plays hard; 
has decided likes and dislikes. B 42; G 49; T 91. 


‚ Enterprising, ambitious, full of initiative, forward-looking: desires 


D © 
to do well, ambitious to equal or surpass others; is good worker, 


likes to do good job, prefers work to loafing; has keen desire for 
doing, experiencing; "gets into things" (distinguished from 29D); 
tries to turn circumstances to advantage; interested in the next 
rather than the last thing; plans his time well, gets much accom- 
plished. B 41; G 24; T 65. 

Conservative (not given to Ч 


hardy, “looks before he leaps.” 
Sensitive to moods or concerns of others, glad to help those in 


trouble, ill, or needy; “sensitive nature,” perceptive of, responsive 
to, conditions and circumstances; has sympathy for sufferers; is 


good listener. B 8; G 14; T 22. 
ood. B 16; G 25; T 41. 


ndue rashness): cautious, not fool- 
B2;G5; T7. 


1” tendencies: gentle and protective 
in dealings with other or younger children, including those weaker 
than self; “strong maternal instinct” —takes great care of dolls; 
wants sibs and asks for them; proud and possessive of new baby 
in family. B 9; С 28; 137. 

Feminine girl, masculine boy, 
associated with each: 15 C Bi 
Selects excellent models as heroe 
B5;G0; T5. 


including features or characteristics 


T 3L. 
s and strives to emulate them. 


very ingratiating. B6; G 10; T 16. 
d sport; is learning sportsmanship 


ga 
Good sport: endeavors to be goo 
standards. B 7; G 5; T 12. ВЕ 
Pertinacious, persistent in efforts: “goes at it like a beaver and stays 
with it like a bulldog”; finishes what he starts; slow but sure. 


B 12; G 12; T 24. 
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20. Self-confident: assured about own ability; not given to TE 
is not dependent on praise of others; wants respect but not 
towing. B 20; G 16; T 36. m 

B. Traits ы ЖОККО considered good, but agreeable to the paren 
because the child has them. B 66; G 72; Т 138. - 
1. Mischievous; plays pranks on friends. B 5; G 7; T А -—9 
2. Non-aggressive, non-obtrusive, shy, does not seek limelight; г = 
be “put upon” than fight; even admits wrongs he has not со : 
mitted; willing to be scapegoat for sib or pal; avoids public praise. 
B7; G10; T 17. | 
- Clever at getting his own way; uses finesse to get desired boons. 
B4; G3; T 7. М 
4. Moody, pessimistic. В 0; С 2; Т 2. d 
Colorless, quietly good, only very occasionally naughty: ы 
things as they come with little enthusiasm or protest. B 2; С 4; 


w 


m 


T 6. 
6. Not used. 
7. Volatile, temperamental. B 3; G Spar ra › 
8. Bids for notice, attention; likes the center of the stage; dramatic, 
aware of poses and effects; does favors to get approval; seeks 
notice. B4; G3; T 7. re 
9. Physically venturesome and brave, rash, scornful of limitations 
dictated by prudence, ready to pick fight; “will try anything once. 
B3G4 T7. 
10. Timid, very cautious. B3; G4; T 7. 1 
11. Not effusive, outspoken, or demonstrative in affection or dislike. 
B6;G2;T8. 
: 12. Diffident, needs much bucking up. B2; G 0; T 2. 
13. Contented to be a child; does not want to grow up. B0; G2; T 2. 
14. Very talkative; constantly 


trying to convince others, В 8 G 9; 
217; 


15. Lives only in the present; forgetful of past errors, slights, successes. 
Bl;G2;T3. 


16. Stands up for his own rights; fights if he thinks he is abused; holds 
his own against odds. B 14; G 6; T 20. 

- Romantic or sentim 

- Naive but genuine. 

- Persistent in rightness of own co 


nation; refuses to justify self if 
- Very sensitive, B 7; G9; T 16 


ental; soft-hearte 


d.Bl;G4 T5: 
B0; G2; T2, 


urse; capable of justifiable recrimi- 
wrongfully accused. B 2; G 0; T 2. 


Very good, never needs any punishment, B 0; С ШЫП: 


2 


гая 


22. 


- Difference in qualities, tr 


‚ Fear. В 37; С 34; T 71. 
1 


- Anger: absence of or contro 
- Affection (If not otherw 


- Joy (If not other otherwise classi 
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22. Bold (in the sense of being somewhat brash), “fresh,” pert, devil- 
may-care in manner. B 2;G1; T 3. 

23. Belligerent, aggressive. B 3; G 1; TA: 

24. Likes to stand alone, to be different from crowd. B1; G0; T 1. 


‚ Gritty, strong, persistent, or making progress, etc., in the face of per- 


sonal limitation or handicap or earlier shortcomings; resourceful in 
г in dealing with own weaknesses: has 


but carries on; is assiduous in correcting 
a deficiency or limitation or a fault; exerts effort to control temper; is 
learning to be a good sport in spite of heavy odds; compensations for 
left-handedness, etc.; sturdily takes steps against bad habit; overcomes 
thumb-sucking through strength of character; stoical about necessary 


pain. B 13; G 7; T 20. 


making good on mistakes o 
stage fright and shaky knees 


aits of different offspring. In this category 
families are listed by number so only one tally per family is recorded. 
See note accompanying Category 20. (Reported by 16.9 per cent of 


the families having two or more children.) 


e of undesirable) forms of emotional behavior 


(General fearlessness, or affectionate disposition, or not given to un- 
due anger are entered under Personality (Category 20), including sat- 
of earlier forms of emotional behavior). B 11%; 


Desirable (or absenc 


isfactory elimination 


G 10%; T 1195. B 64; G 69; T 133. 


. Absence of fear or of specific fears, or repugnances or aversions: no 
fear of animals; no stage fright when on school program; recited 
on radio without fear. B 32; G 33; T 6. | і 

2. Overcoming ог elimination of fears: was afraid of chickens, now 
willing to fed them; feared horses, now rides with enjoyment. 
B 6; G 4; T 10. ОТЕ ы 

1 of anger or vindictiveness on specific oc- 


casion: quick temper, quick recovery; no tantrums, nor negativistic 


screaming. B 6; G5; T 11. | " м 
(ise classifiable as general trait, but is stated 


аз some special favorite preoccupation, e.g, for own room, own home, 
Special toy, etc.). B 4; G2; T 6. А 
fiable as general trait, etc). B5; G4; 
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E. Not given to excessive display of emotion: little crying; not too much 

grieving over dead canary; avoids crying or complaining when hurt 

bodily or has hurt feelings or when thwarted or neglected. B 10; G 10; 
T 20. 

- Absence of tension or irritability: presence of a wholesome degree of 
emotional relaxation (including calm following earlier stress); calm, 
not “nervous”; takes things in stride; does not cry too much; has 
adjusted to loss of father. B 1; G 11; T 12. 


23. Good social relationships; sociable, holds own; popular; good man- 


ners, etc. B 45%; G 51%; T 48%. B 412; G 516; T 928. 


‚ Gets along well with other children: gets along with both boys and 

girls; is good mixer; is “social”; is “socially responsive”; adjusts well to 
group; likes people; fits in with group enterprises; is liked by chil- 
dren; is invited to parties; likes to play with other children; is not 
critical of playmates. B 113; G 121; T 234. 


- Gets along well with adults; is responsive to adults; is good mixer; 
adjusts well; is liked b 


y adults; is not shy with strangers. B 29; G 44; 
Т^; 


С. Has leadership, or exercises leadership: is a leader in his group; 
achieves leadership by virtue of personality or other good qualities; is 
the “focus” of her group; starts a magazine with a friend; gets up а 
circus at a summer hotel; dictates the play in the apartment house 


group of children; persuades his class to buy a War Bond for the Red 
Cross; maintains 


discipline and order when in charge of group; is 
leader of Girl Scout troop (If leadership is emphasized, it is tallied 
here; but it is also tallied in Category 10 as an acknowledgment of 
Girl Scout membership or leadership); is a neighborhood peacemaker, 
active in reconciling quarreling friends; is good executive. B 24; G 35; 


. Has abilities and interests in connection with entertaining, or being 
entertained; likes to give ог to attend parties; to be hos isle; to have 
Suests in the house for meals, for overnight, etc.; loves a helps 
dx guests; entertains guests; cooks for guests; always ready for 
anda ie H isic or otherwise performs; is an amusing 

or welcome guest; likes long visits away from home (Specific 
mention of manners or skills involved in etiquette, social niceties, 

Е. Is tactful and resoutcetl in re guest BP 23N). 677; B 56; T 133. 


m о 


— 


Zs 


- Shows keen observation and jud 


- Is generally competent in social dealings: is а 


- Is without race prejudice. B 12; G 
- Manners, etiquette, courtesy. В 25; 
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without dictating; is diplomatic; is effective in teaching, organizing 
games, etc, with younger children; handles serious social situation 


with discretion and kindness. B 9; G 7; T 16. 


. Likes competition or is favorably stimulated by example of others; 


competes effectively; achieves best under competition. B 1; G 3; T 4. 


. Enjoys being like her friends in taste and clothes, etc.; strong con- 


formity drive. B 1; G3; T 4. 


- Is gregarious, not happy without companions; is happier in a group 


lay or work. B 7; G11; T 18. 


than when alone; wants help in р 


. Friends and friendships: has intense friendships; is discriminating in 


choice of friends; picks high-class friends; is loyal to friends; has many 
friends; has one or a few special chums. B28; G 47; T 75. 
Is popular, inspires liking, confidence: all the children like him; has 
qualities or traits that seem to be adult or that are likely to win future 
popularity (If popularity is described in connection with comments on 
school, item is put in 34C3 and subtotaled with 23]). В 40; G 29; T 69. 
gment and understanding of people: 
sensitive to feelings of others; good understanding of people's motives 
m formalities; is not pleased with 


and intentions; sees through shar 
those who kowtow; dislikes being held up as a model. B 9; G 14; T 23. 
ble to hold own in social 


zive-and-take, in repartee and self-management; demands reciprocity 
from playmates; able to achieve friendly status with erstwhile enemy; 
it her; “laughs it off”; able to plan 


is not distressed if others outw › : 
wisely in a social crisis and to carry out plan effectively. B 8; G 19; 


127. 
12; Т 24. 


G 59; T. 114. 
1. Has generally good manners: learns, or on his own accord has ac- 
quired, proper ways and practices them willingly and/or gracefully; 
“fine manners”; always had good manners; precocious 1n learning 
good manners; always acts considerately and gracefully, tactfully. 
В 13; С 15; T 28. | | 
2. Behaves well away from home (absence of negative behavior or 
emphasis on good conduct as distinguished from special emphasis 
on graciousness, possession of skill or excellence in details of eti- 
quette or social graces); is not talkative—even if talkative at home; 
is “good” as a guest. B 18; G 23; i 4. — E 

- Has gracious manner at parties, social gatherings; good savoir-faire; 
has knowledge of the appropriate and is mannerly on social occa- 
sions; has gracious manner as host, as guest; puts people at their 


өз 
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саѕе at parties; makes good after-dinner speech. B 3; С 8; T 11. 


4. Has good table manners. B 145 G8: T 22. 


5. Has initiative in and effective performance in specifically empha- 


е 


О. 


24. 


А. 


sized acts of courtesy: writes effective thank-you letters; is effective 
in use of “please” and "thank you,” etc.; is gracious in acknowl- 
edging gifts, services, etc.; is competent in introducing people, bid- 
ding them farewell, etc.; asks hostess to dance or skate at parties; 
says “excuse me” when he has been careless or rude or thoughtless. 
B 6; G 14; T 20. 

‚ Is natural, unaffected, has easy manner, does not pose: has good 
poise: is dignified in manner; is confident in possession of ability to 
do and say the right thing; has nice balance, neither too shy nor 
too forward; is averse to exercise of sham or undue formality; boy 
feels self-confident concerning his manners; girl is unobtrusively 
refined and ladylike; can perform in public without stage fright. 
B 16; G 21; T 37. 

- Has interesting (even if not wholly approved) affectations of man- 
ners: poses; apes elders; imitates actors, etc, including grande dame 
techniques. B 0; G ПЕЕ 

Has social maturity beyond years: youn: 


g child seeks company of older 
and carries on well; holds own with ch 


ronologically more mature per- 


sons; avoids or lacks liking for “kid stuff” of children of own age. B 
6;G3;T9. 


Miscellaneous qualities, virtues: thrift 


t, obedience, etc, В 3096; G 26%; 
T 28%. B 225; С 175; Т 400, 


ing economic value by its use. B 98; G 69; T 167 


1. Brings to mother money earned. В 14; G 2; Т 16. 
2. Likes to work and earn; seeks ways to carn money for savings or 
expenditures. B 39; G11; T 50, 


3. Shares in family’s expenditures, B 7;G1;T8, 


^. Is economical, thrifty; handles allowance well; reports expenditures 


; manages money well; 
unds; saves for definite 


uses money as he sees fit 


; can be trusted to tak 
purse for own defensible purposes. B 59; G 623 aie 


om 


т 


— 


M. Profits from or responds fa 


2 


im 


л 


‚ Is not profane, obscene, 


‚ Practices good conforming behavi 
* Is economically competent, 


+ Keeps promises, does not p. 


+ Pleasing (or absence of d 


* Special abilities, minor talents: ha 
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Not used. 
Has a job and likes it; is competent in an important position, doing 
credit to family; is having a useful, happy career. Bi 173; G75 T 24. 


. Has concern for dress, grooming, appearance: girl fond of dainty, 


feminine clothes; has sense of suitability in costume; child wants to 
imitate adult dress. B 0; G 3; T 3. 


« Has good sense of time. B 1; С 6; ШОЛ 
- Has good sense of dir 


ection (Unless emphasis is on safety factor, in 


which case item is tallied in 13B. B0; G1; T 1. 

Is cognizant of and grateful for benefits received: is appreciative, in- 
cluding appreciation of learnings that earlier were regarded as onerous. 
B1;G7;T8. 
or given to specific vices: does not use bad 


eU. Я 
language, swear words; has по “bad habits”; does not use tobacco; 
ved in community by 


does not practice vices common but disappro 
church, school, or family. B 8; G5; T 13. А J 
Is obedient (specifically mentioned) : "He's an obedient child.” В 44; 
G 42; T 86. 
or: child always informs parents 


when he is going out; never goes out at night without clearing the 


matter with parent. B 8; G 11; T 19. 
self-supporting, or as nearly so as parent 


expects: earns his living; earns a good living; gets good wages. B 22; 


G 4; T 26. 
i romise more than can be performed; keeps 
secrets. B 2; G 6; T 8. ; ihe 

yorably to punishment, disciplinary or other 
experiences; is more mature after disciplinary episode. B 3; G 7; T 10. 
ispleasing) mannerisms or habits; cute ways. 


B 12%; G 17%; T 14%. B 76; С 115; TT 189. 

to sleep only by certain songs; child 20 
se when frustrated; baby opens mouth 
self to sleep as young child; 
born with one tooth cut. B 


Idiosyncrasies: could be sung 
months old makes special noi 
for bottle before it reaches him; sang 
coughs to attract attention at 4 months; 


35G4T7. DN е x 
s acute sensitivity and responsiveness 


1 and handle things; good mimicry; 


to sounds; has intense desire to fce 
d as three-year-old loved to 


Soft low voice; is given to spoonerisms; 
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make “speeches”; calls U.S. flag “Our America”; gives imitation radio 
talks in booming voice; has unusually clear enunciation; -€— 
self, is aware of "poses," “effects,” etc.; knows and practices first ai 
in home, school, or wherever needed; is fascinated to have and/or 
study tiny things; likes to make (or draw) some single subject, e.g. 
books, planes, horses, people. B 13; G 13; T 26. : Ь 
. “Cunning,” “cute,” clever appealing ways: loves to hide and be 
searched for; rubs head when bothered; enjoys sucking thumb as A 
goes to sleep; has unusual sleeping posture; 6-month-old rocks sel 
back and forth happily; hides herself or hides article from family; * 
age four telephoned every day to mother when she was ill in hospital; 
intense dislike of getting hands greasy or dirty; brought mother and 
new baby each a rose when going with father to take them home; 
likes to sleep with marbles in his hand; is sensitive to dirt so changes | 
seersucker sun suits several times a day; leaves pleasant notes for | 
Parents to discover; plays pleasant pranks on parents; has morning 1 
smile; three-year-old talks all the time she plays, very amusing to | 
mother; has special nicknames for Parents and/or sibs; wakes parent 
each morning with a kiss; puts head down on hands to hide from 
Strange men callers; lovely expression when Surprised at receiving a 
gift; “likes compliments,” fishes for them; wakes in night occasionally 
and says “sweet dreams” to parents. B 16; G 33; T 49, 


D. Bright sayings, pet phrases, etc., that are pleasing. B 15; G 15; T 30. | 
1. Use of language that is beyond years and not well understood. 
B 6; G 8; T 14. 


2. Has charming way of speaking: uses original phrasing, original 


words; makes unexpected comments, puns, etc. B 8; G 6; T 14. 
3. Phrases from the children’s talk have 
queer combinations of ph 
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; delight in p 

Buage, e.g., likes to say “Gute Nacht,” or "Bonjour," etc.; calls broth- 
ers “Knaben.” В 0;G5;T5, 

E. Absence of distast 


“nervous habits” connected with se 
lem Category 25), or satisfaction i 
(If emphasis is on child's grit, for 
a problem, item js put in 20C). B 28: G 33; T 61, 

F. Has color favoritisms, style preferences, eic. likes old-fashioned 
clothes; prefers red clothes; А 


enjoys textures- velvet satin, etc. B 1; 
G4 T5 3 3 


eful mannerisms, habits, "nervous habits" other than 


X (Includes items such as in Prob- 
П overcoming elimination of them 
ce of character, etc, in coping with 


26. 


27. 


28. 


. Is healthy: always had or i 


- Improved physical or mental hea 


+ Attractive, good-looking, general 


* Good figure, physique, physical proportions. 
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Not used. 


Health, robustness, or good recovery from illness. B 20%; G 21%; 
T 21%. B 132; G 131; T 263. 


- No specific diseases, or only in mild form (measles, colic, whooping 


cough, etc.) or quick recovery: no bad effects later; little illness, few 
colds. B 42; G 28; T 70. 
n general has had good health; robust, 
kes good care of health, has good health 


strong, resistant to disease; ta 
culations for diphtheria, etc.; successful 


habits; has had successful ino 


circumcision. B 57; G 66; T 123. 
Present good health or improved condition after earlier frailty or 


physical disorder: successful recovery; relief from or curing of a physi- 

cal difficulty. B 26; G 27; T 53. 

1. Improvement attributed to parent's or surrogate's (If surrogate’s, is 
tallied also in Category 15 or Category 16 as appropriate) care or 
handling (Can be subtotaled with Category 4) : greatest joy during 
first three months was baby's first natural bowel movement after 
much parental care and concern. B 17; G 16; T 33. . 

2. Improvement as described due to development or not especially 
ascribed to parental effort: attacks of colic or other chronic troubles 


ceased. B 10; G 16; T 26. 
Ith of parents or other adults in the 


brings happiness and greater joy and 


family has lightened burdens; 
а gen de and concern. B 6; G 5; T 11. 


appreciation of children's attitu 


bodily make-up, sensory and tactual 


Physical appearance, physique; 
T 13%. B 79; G 101; T 180. 


satisfactions. B 12%; С 14%; 
ly attractive looks, including appeal- 
ing qualities such as “innocent” look, always looks well, “sweet” ex- 
Pression, etc.: is “attractive,” Or general attractiveness by reason of 
prominent or special qualities (girl, not “pretty” in usual sense, is 
“very attractive” because of beautiful eyes; was pretty baby; pretty 
blonde, lovely brunette; old-fashioned, quaint in appearance, very ex- 
Pressive features, "scarcely needs to talk"). B 52; G 57; 'T 109. 

B 13; G 20; T 33. 
1. Sylphlike girl (petite, cameo-like) ; lithe, straight boy's body. B 0; 

G4 T4. 

2. Buxom. B0; G1; T 1. 
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3. Preadolescent and adolescent changes in appearance: girl develop- 


ing feminine contours; boy developing masculine contours. B 0; 
(3555 105; 

- Tall, strong, large for age, good musculature. B 9; G 4; T 13. 

. Beautiful body. B2; G3; T 5. 


6. Good physique, well developed physically. B 2; G 5; T 7. 


\л > 


‚ Physical appearance satisfactory to child: likes his own looks, physique, 


E. 
Е 


- Tactual: caresses, contacts; "cuddlesome"; “ 


etc. B1; GO; T 1. 


+ Specific physical features. B 7; G TIT 18. 


1. Beautiful, abundant hair; nice braids, red hair, blonde hair, black 
hair. B 2; G7; T9. 


2. Lovely eyes, blue eyes, 
hands. B5; G 4:71:91 


Graceful movements and carriage. B2; G 7; T 9, 


black eyes: jolly smile; nice dimples; lovely 


NS ». 
seems to invite caresses ; 


mother likes to hold child in arm. B1; G2; T 3. 


G. Auditory: Children's prattle, etc.; 


; sound of child's voice. B 1; G 1; 
Т2. 


- Maturity of size and appearance much beyond age. B 2; G 1; T 3. 
29. 


Intellectual ability, mental talents, reasoning, judgment, etc. (Items 
on intellectual understanding of the war are put in Category 35). 
В 46%; G 44%; Т 45%. В 564; С 461; Т 1025. 


“very bright,” “brilliant”; 
evidence from school progress, 
а very young (definitely pre- 
80 to college, etc. B 105; G 953 
Precocity (See also 29E 1a for items on 
with reading) : early maturing; unusual 
ess, originality, 


months; early disp] 
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sion of the Santa Claus myth; early consciousness of special ability. 
B 26; G 25; T 51. 
D. Specifically mentioned intellectual traits, achievements, or activities. 
В 170; С 141; T 311. 
1. Common sense, foresight, judgment; sees what is feasible. B 6; 


2. 


MO 


- Good imaginatio 


- Liking for study, mental exercise 


Сб; T B. 

Memory: retentive; can carry out orders precisely; photographic 
eye—can reproduce complex visual phenomena from memory; re- 
members names and faces. В 22; G 31; T 53. 

Seeks reasons: has good reasoning ability; is of rational nature; 
good capacity for forming concepts; reaching conclusions; orderly 
thinker, exact logic; must have reasons for things; not governed by 
emotions; reworks old ideas; utilizes learnings in many new asso- 
ciations; does not give opinion without facts; analytic or critical or 
inquiring type of mind, “goes to roots of things”; thinks things 
through; clear thinker, makes good generalizations (In this cate- 
gory emphasis is on thought process, mental operations; in Sub- 
category 20A7 emphasis is on resulting action or behavior or qual- 
ity of behavior as it appeals to parent or others, making for pleas- 
ant relationships or good adjustments). B 32; G18; T 50. 
Language: good command, large vocabulary, etc.; precise in use of 
words; asks the meanings of words; early learning of word mean- 
ings and pronunciations. В 14; G 14; T 28. id 
n: fanciful or constructive; special imaginative 


enterprises; vivid imagination. B 26; G 34; T 60. 


Not used. j й 
Large ог good ог very interesting store of information, knowledge: 


knows all the common birds, trees, and flowers; always recognizes 
a new specimen; has acquisitive type of mind; has wide informa- 
tion and curiosity about facts (Emphasis in this category, as dis- 
tinguished from D9, D22, etc, is on possession or acquisition of 
information of an encyclopedic nature in one or many areas as 
distinguished from searching for new facts, scientific study: e.g., 
knowing names of things such as plants or trees as against study- 


ing how, things work). B7; G8; T 15. à 
Quick wit, versatility, alert mind, good at repartee. B 14; G 3; 


D IZ. 


; is eager to learn; is devoted to 
neral area of knowledge; wants to see, verify, 


specific subj e 
ее d for knowledge; takes јоу in learning; 


experience, etc.; is avi 
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` “wise” to superstitions; studies by means of microscope or tele- 


16. 


17 


18. 
19. 


20. 
21. 


22. Li 


23. 


w 


- Resourceful and intellectual 


scope; makes scientific use of chemical set; is interested in study с 
surroundings; likes and does well in general or specialized branc 
of scientific study; makes use of encyclopedia, maps, or other refer- 
ence material in order to delve into a subject; makes study of or 
has demonstrated mastery of electricity (If emphasis is on Specs 
tator" interest, eg, ordinary play with electric train, item is put 
in 32L; if emphasis is on simple mechanics of mending, wiring, 
etc., item is put in 30C). B 53; С 21; T 74. 


. Excellent powers of observation. B 11; G4; T 15. РА 
- Intellectually independent; has definite point of view. B 11; G 4; 
T 15. 


- Has experimental type of mind. B 75 G2; T 9. 


- Dogmatic, arguing, determined type of mind. B2; G 3; T 5. 
- Quick perception: is 


good at sizing up situation, seeing through a 
joke, et. B5; G2; T 7. 

y cool in meeting problem or need for 
emergency solution: keeps head; likes challenging situation; makes 
plans before acing. B 7; G 9; T 16, 

Good capacity 
pose in workin: 
sistence in kee 


for concentration: steadiness or singleness of pur- 
§ ON or carrying out an intellectual pursuit; has per- 
ping mind on project. B 13; G8; T 21. 

Has ambition or plans for future occupation and is working to- 
ward it: is living and planning for future accomplishment. (In- 
clude preoccupation with future vocation even if choice changes 
from time to time). B 16; С 19; T 35, 

Self-critical of own work, struggling for perfection in the light of 
analysis of own past accomplishment. B 3; G 33 TG: 

Originality or inventiveness with things: improvises; invents good 
games for play. B 8; G SETIS: 


“good” talker їп 


; 

r exploring or meeting new experiences: 
is intent on and likes new experiences, places; 
ntact with the unfamiliar; is versatile in curi- 
t nterests; is curious about everything, e.g., if on 
streetcar, he is interested їп scene and asks many questions. B 27; 
G 19; T 46, 


Possesses miscellaneous special talents or intellectual idiosyncrasies: 


E. 


30. 


. ome B 20; G 14; T 34. 
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has unusual awareness of color; capacity for color discrimination; 
large color vocabulary. B 3; G 3; T6. 
Intellectual skills and accomplishments and enterprises. B 107; G 94; 
T 201. 
1. Reading. B 78; G 67; T 145. 

a. Precocity: read very early, taught self to read, read signs at four; 
early use of library; precocious use of special reading materials: 
used technical cooking directions at six and a half (subtotal with 
29C). B 13; G 10; T 23. 

b. Amount, quality, taste, fact of reading, liking for reading, ma- 
ture tastes; uses family library; likes to be read to; fonder of 
books than of people. B 65; С 58; Т 123. 

‚ Competent in games calling for intellectual operations. B 1; G 0; 

TL 

3. Good in arithmetic and/or m 


N 


athematics generally (If described in 
terms of good school achievement, and not as general ability with- 
out reference to school, item is tallied in 34A2a). B 19; G 9; T 28. 

4. Aptitude for or interest in languages: very careful to use good Eng- 
lish; keeps up early knowledge of French; studies Hebrew on own 
initiative; studies Spanish; studies German to read chemical articles 
in German; from living in Orient learned Chinese as well as Eng- 
lish. B 10; G 13; T 23. 

5. Is interested in, or has tal 
or invents original stories; has writte 
B 18; G 14; T 32. 


ent or propensity for, composition: writes 
n for scientific publications. 


reasoning, judgment, etc. (If emphasis 


Motor ability, mental talents, 
y only; if emphasis 


is on precocity, item is classified in precocity category 
is on both precocity and continuing pleasure in child’s skill, item is 
classified in both A2 and E). B 28%; G 23%; T 26%. B 185; С 141; 


T 326. 


or skills: walking; sitting, standing, crawling, 
ding to norm or compared to other 
known children, or in parent's opinion) at an early age; acquires, 
largely or wholly on own initiative, а skill or several skills that 
normally are acquired later or with adult help or coaching. B 6; 


Сх T i 
2. Precocity in special skills, 
“could ride tricycle almost as soon à 


+ Precocity in basic mot 
running, climbing (actual, accor 


including early efforts at self-instruction: 
s able to walk”; rode scooter 
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А t 
before three; expert in use of pliers and screw driver at three; es 
self to swim at four; cooked unusually well at six and a wd zt 
took apart electrical appliances at three; child could swim 
two; learned roller skating at three. B 12; G 6; T 18. athletic 
В. Generally good motor coordination or good control of body as ‘hat 

ability in one or many lines (including favorable mention о ^ s b. ub 
child has acquired certain skills): is athletic; can swing, С I. 
jungle gym, etc.; swims, boxes, rides bicycle; has quick -— 
physically active, agile; won letter, won commendation tay f body, 
ability; was best skater at skating party; general good contro v 190. 
target shooting; likes football, baseball, tennis, etc. B 98; G 92; id 
C. Skill in or enjoyment of handicrafts or mechanical work, carp un 
taking things apart: is deft with fingers; likes block building, en slic 
out; is good at handling of tools; mending (But see 30E); fixing “РДЫ 
ances; woodcarving; makes model planes, etc.; invents and ше К, 
useful contrivances; is deft in making and dressing dolls, etc.; likes i 
make things"; likes playing with apparatus, electric toys, etc.; likes 


putter around with tools; Plans clothes; likes to do manual work. 
В 62; С 32; Т 94, р 

D. Undertakes improvement of his own physical machine by athletics, 
boxing, etc.; i 


mproves in manual dexterity through training. P 4 
G0; T 4, 

E. Skill in domestic occupations 
in 3042): mending, cookin 
cleaning (as distinguished fr 
19) 


(1 emphasis is on 
B, sewing, 
om fact of 


precocity, item is put 
embroidery; special skill 2 
helping, as in 7B). B 3; G 6 


31. Artistic abilities, interests; appreciation and Performance, B 31% 3 G 
38%; T 35%. B 272; G 356; T 628. 


A. Good appreciation, or execution, or diligence and application, includ- 
ing originality: practice without pressure; 
if not markedly able; also fact of being i 
ious joy through child's en; t (Classiged ; Tien 
is to the effect that child is “ariran Scr arce 


fication; otherwise in ter 


eci- 
ms of specific branches б out further sp 
T 340. 


art). B 149; G 191; 
1. Music, including interest in bio 
singing, whistling, instrumental 
history of music, theory, 


graphical an 
performance 
etc., is described as s 


d historical aspects; 
? cte. (If interest in 
180 of intellectual ex- 


32. 


C. Spectator interest in natural his 


. Animals: likes or loves all ani 


- Festivals, celebrations, etc.: Santa Claus, 


- Miscellaneous enthusiasms (Descri 
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cellence, precocity, etc., item is classified also in Category 29). B 
115; G 151; T 266. 

2. Painting, drawing, graphic arts, plastics, carving, architecture, de- 
sign, including interest in visiting art museums, exhibits, etc.; sensi- 
tivity to color combinations. В 48; С 54; T 102. 

3. Dramatics, puppet shows; including successful role in play; great 
ability at mimicry. B 11; G 28; T 39. 

4. Dancing, rhythm. B 25; G 59; T 84. 

5. Interior decoration: arrangement o£ flowers, furniture, etc. B 0; 
G2; T 2. 

6. Belles-lettres, poetry. В 0; С 3; T 3. 

7. Generally "artistic nature": sensitive to beauty; "poetic, aesthetic 
make-up"; loves beautiful things; enjoys lovely scenes. B 8; G 7; 
15: 


. Shared artistic experiences, singing, dancing, painting, etc., basis for 


common family enjoyment (Is subtotaled with 3). B 54; G 51; T 105. 
l. Music. B 51; G 42; T 93. 

2. Painting, graphic arts, plast 
3. Dramatics. B2; G 4; T 6. 
4. Dancing, rhythm. B6; G 4; T 10. 


ics, carving. B 6; G2; T8. 


Miscellaneous interests, pleasures, hobbies, etc. (Music, art, etc., are 
put under Art, Category 31). В 47%; G 47%; Т 4796. В 539; С 500; 
T 1039. 

mals or certain animals (Only one tally 
given for any number of animals named); likes to go to the zoo; likes 
one special pet (If emphasis is both on liking for animals as such and 
on nature study or animal lore, item is put both here and in 29D9); is 


kind to all animals, never cruel. B 93; G 78; T 171. 
Christmas, and the like; en- 


hasis on child's interest in the spectacle 


joyed lights at Christmas (Emp ea : 
1 participation in family celebrations, 


as distinguished from sentimenta 
as in 3B3). В 4; С 4; T 8. А 
tory museum, planetaria, etc.; fairs, ex- 


hibitions, historical sites, monuments, etc B 29; G 18; T 47. 

bed as transitory or the result of a 
special experience, as distinguished from persisting interest accom- 
panied by study and serious application, as in 29D9, or persisting, even 
if relatively passive, interest, as in 32L): "wild about the Wild West"; 
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5 б 
“crazy about cowboys”; parlor magic; fascinated by Elsie the me 
World’s Fair; dressing up in mother’s clothes; dressing up € 
cowboy, etc.; having picture taken, Hallowe’en shenanigans, m sie 
ing on elevator, escalator, train, etc.; desire to join clubs, scouts, 
В 12; G 21; T 33, 
E. Radio. B 89; G 87; T 176. 
1. Likes certain pro: 


; E : z i mu- 
tain programs in a manner satisfactory to parent (excluding 


Sic); is moderate in his listening. B 43; G 39; T 82. 

- Likes music. B 11; G 14; T 25. 

3. Likes everything. В 0; С SI 5. 
- Is not interested, listens seldom or 
daily, or not at all; no г 

Has performed on the radio. B 3! G2: 1р 

Provides basis for shared experience, В 33; G 30; T 63. e. 

Good effects on behavior. radio program spurred child to start sa 


ings account; has learned good habits from radio advice; learne 
to eat cereal from radio “ads.” В 4;G1;T5, 
‚ Movies. В 72; G 88; Т 160. 


1. Likes certain movies, or 


В islikes cer- 
grams or certain types of programs, ог dislik: 


N 


E 


for only a short time, weekly or 
adio in home. B 5: G-3; T 8; 
5 


NOM 


takes them 
or likes the Movies, or dislik 


11 Movies in manner satisfactory 
to parent, including selecti good”; good discrimina- 
Чоп; goes to movies “m 3 is good critic. B 37; G 47; T 84. 

2. Goes with Parent, moy; € shared experience. B 33; С 40; 


> Rot much interested, В 5; G 6; T 11. 
EX. Enjoys drama, В hGl;T2 : 
G. Comics, B 15;G 19; T 34 


1. Gets pleasure from them, В 8; С 12; T 20. 
а. With parental approval. B 8;G 9:717 
Ф. In spite of Parental disapproval: Comics not allowed in home, but 
Parent “gets kick” out of children’s surreptitious reading of 
comics at home or elsewhere, B0; G3. 3 
2. Not interested; has outgrown them, В 2. 


? 562; T4, 
3. Does not overdo it; refused to buy them “in wartime,” B2; G5; 


4. Is discriminating, including liking for comic mapas: = Ву 
parent, like “True Comics? В 463;т7 Bazine approved by 

Н. Not used. 
I. Preference or liking for city or country. В 57; с 


46; Т 103. 
1. City and its ways. В 3; G0; T3 > 


— 


L. Machinery and mechanical арр 


. Domestic activities: housewifely chores, 


- Spectator or “fan” (a 


33, 


‚ Interest in growing things: human body, 


- Good collections or interest in col 


‚ Interest in horses (including 


- Hobbies (nature not specified or st 


‚ Parents regard religion as hav 
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2. Country, pleasure in out-of-doors, including seaside. B 45; G 44; 
T 89. 
3. Out-of-door work. B 14; С 3; T 17. 


. Fact that child plays and enjoys himself, etc. (Pleasure in fact that 


child enjoys himself with this or that activity, as distinguished from 
emphasis on satisfaction in child's competence or in fact that child 
enjoys this particular activity more than another, e.g, he plays with 
wagon, he likes fishing) (If mention is made of skill as fisherman, 
item is put in Category 30); likes travel; fond of specific toys; likes 
simple toys; extreme liking for tricycle; likes puzzles. B 48; G 41; 
'T 89. 

trees, plants, flowers, vege- 
tables, etc. B 22; G 12; T 34. 

liances: interested in mechanics of cars, 
planes, ships, trains, trolleys, cranes, escalators, elevators, oil wells, etc.; 
works with electric-lighting contrivances, stage lighting; can enjoy an 
electric train for hours; likes mechanical problems and puzzles; has 
great interest in aviation. B 26; С 1; T 27. 

High standard of taste and of interests in general (If reading or other 
specific matters are mentioned, item is tallied in the appropriate cate- 


gory, not here). B 3; G 6; T 9. 


lecting: stamps, minerals, cartoons, 


books, etc. B 16; G 6; T 22. 
duties, putterings, cooking. 


B 12; G 36; T 48. D 
joy in riding): training or breeding 
or judge of horses. B 11; G 12; T 23. 


horses; skill as rider, handler, 
ated in general terms, e.g., games). 


B5;G4; T9. iei 
Ё distinguished from participator) interest in 
sports. B5; G4; T 9. 


Religion: child's interests, attitudes, etc.; value of religion. B 2466 


G 25%; T 24%. B 192; G 230; T 422. 

ing values for family or as having had 
good effects on children; has increased tolerance, love of beauty, etc.; 
pastor has comforted. B 2; G5; T 7. 


. Child attends and/or likes church, Sunday school, sermons, ritual: is 


diligent in religious observances; family has found church they like. 
B 104; G 106; T 210. 
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EAE : in to Sun- 

C. Child accepts church duties or obligations: learns to give s x 

day school collection, etc.; sings in choir, helps in пш pledge 
dramatics, etc., plays piano in Sunday school; makes financi 


д :s10n, ВЭ? 
to church and earns money to pay it; tries to teach sibs religion. à 
G 36; T 55. 


able; 
D. Religious customs carried on in home: family prayers, grace at ah 
individual bedtime prayer, Sunday tabus. B 33; G 36; T 69. ch of 
E. Child chooses own church and Sunday school; has joined chur 
own volition. B 5; G 13; T 18 


Es s Я - ivals, Chi- 
F. Broad religious interests: enjoy Italian street religious festivals, 


wn; interested in but not frightened | 
B3;G4;T 7, 


» m- 
nisms to promote children’s morals, СО 
habits, etc. B 13; G 14; T 27, 


or baflling questions regarding ^" 
ligious matters: “Who is God?” “Who made God?” “Why must 28 
Why doesn't God send me a baby brother if He 
e? B10; С 8; T 18. 
34. School Progress, deportment, adjustment, attitudes, facilities, program 
satisfactions within Or arisi. 


ng through the School. B 4696; G 46%; 
T 46%. B 485; G 482; T 967. 


kind and loves m 


1 3 reasonably good progress 
s Ps and interferences such as frequent change © 
residence and school, ©їс.; progress Satisfactor i 
not especially good (Included also is satisf. 

well or better than sib); t 
to national honor societ 
has "general excellence" 


etc. B 16; G 9; T 25, 
Ф. Physical education or features of hys: M 
BÜUG3T M c 
c. Art work (subtotaled with 31A). B3; G З) 
3. Forms good intellectual habits. В 0;G2;T2. 
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B. Child’s adjustment to ‘requirements, to school’s demands: general de- 

portment; general competence as member of the school group. B 55; 

G 63; T 118. 

1. Has generally good deportment: behavior in school better than or as 
ЕЕ as at home; teachers praise child’s deportment. B 26; G 36; 

62. 

2. Adjusts well (including present good adjustment after previous 
difficulties) ; cooperates with teacher and school. B 24; G 17; T 41. 

3. Has won teachers’ praise for general competence: in self-help, ca- 
pacity for taking responsibility, fairness, etc.; for good personality, 
fine character. B 6; G 12; T 18. а 

С. Child’s social relations and adjustments in school. B 47; G 41; T 88. 

1. Successfully takes role of leader or follower in general or in specific 
enterprises. B 15; G 15; T 30. 

2. Makes good social adjustments: adjusts well to social situations, is 
accepted and accepts others at school; school provides fot good 

. selection of friends, etc.; has many friends; likes "social spirit" of 

school, club activities; school parties, dances, etc. school group 
wholesome. B 26; С 23; Т 49. 
- Is popular with classmates (subtotal with 23J). B 12; G 8; T 20. 

4. Shows "school spirit," loyal to school, to team, to class, etc. B 1; 

Gi0; Тї: 
D. Child's general attitudes, industry. B 80; G 89; T 169. 

l. Likes school: seems happy, eager to return to school in the fall; 
likes school in general (including liking school now after earlier 
dislike); is having а good time. B 51; G 56; T 107. 

2. Is proud of achievement: attendance record, accomplishment in 

various projects. P 9:G7; T 16. М 
. Finds the work easy, or interesting, or stimulating. B 5; G 5; T 10. 

4. Works hard of own accord: is diligent; applies himself to master 
work that is difficult; carries on outside learning motivated or 
stimulated or occasioned by school work; thinks about and organ- 
izes his school learning. B п; G7: T 28: 

5. Applies self to homework without prodding; does good homework. 
RE G: ШО ll 

6. Specific mention of child’s liking for teacher or principal or liking 
for certain аы B н 4; iR jm Я g 

E.P res, benefits, and satisfactions noted by parent (not 

m been especially noted by child). B 109; G 92; (а ARE yj 

1. General: school is doing а good job; parent approves philosophy or 
program (progressives formal, policies with respect to discipline, 


[^] 


w 
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; d 

: 3 ations an 

freedom or regimentation, etc.); good home-school = child t00 
contacts; school “pushes” child; school does not pus 


tend. 
much; better than another school child was supposed to at 
B 41; G 41; T 82, 


2. Specific benefits to child. B 70; G S T 12x. p ild learns 

a. Skills, achievements, interests, cultural opportunities: chi he city; 
handwork; acquires interest in pets; learns to know t Ac 
learns how to keep books as treasurer; how to use library; 8 
field trips and excursions. B 8; G 10; T 18. | health 

5. Influence toward improvement in appearance, cleanliness, 
habits, routines. В 3; G3; T 6, 

c. Instruction in safety. B 1;С0;Т1. 

4 


- Good sex instruction, В 4;60; Т4. ‘ f pos- 
e. Good handling of fears, tensions, shyness: good handling o 


е ia 
good air raid drills; help in soci 


- B19; G 17; T 36. "m. 
3 rest; promotion of wholesome exercise, good 8Y 
Program. В 2; G1; T 3, 


play. B3 G0sT 3, od 
attitudes, good morale, self-confidence, 80 
religious attitudes, etc, В 10; G7; T 17. 
i. Not used. d 
j. School has Overcome specific handicaps in subjects, etc.: g0° 
teaching of drill Subjects; mirror Writing cured; monotone pei 
good rather than very bad reader; ae 
Word and letter reversal addict; deals 
well with left-handed chil ST 


d. B 4; G ; 
k. School has supplemented 


home training, 


r 
н ог counteracted poo 
eat Чоп with deportment, manners, gen 
eral discipline and conduct, В 18; G 13; тз] 
4 5 


work: enjoys School subjects; “keeps 
ring child's work; tries to supply bel 
erwise keeps « ОЧ 6: G 8; 
T 24. Ps “hands off, B 16; 
m. Good care or Provision for Specially handi 4 doo 
crippled, tubercular, deaf, екс), В 53G NL child (car 
3. Specific mention of parental liking oe ee AA 
G7; T 16. aer or principal. 


4. School personnel cordial, friendly, В2; с à T5. 


м 


В 9%; | 


35. 


-H 
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Reaction to the war. B 37%; G 30%; T 34%. В 386; G 286; Т 672. 


‚ Absence of fear (including present calm after previous tenseness or 


fear and including expressive reactions betokening opposite of fear or 
worry); imperviousness to possible danger; carefree play on war 
themes, etc. B 121; G 104; T 225. 


. Absence of hatred, bitterness, brooding antipathies; shows tolerance. 


B 18; G7; T 25. 


‚ Practices, etc., to aid war effort or to care for self or family in case of 


emergency: buys Defense Stamps; conserves food, material; accepts 
restrictions and deprivations cheerfully; collects scrap; knits for sol- 
diers; grows or cans fruits and vegetables; prepared for first-aid work; 
served as marshal when school was evacuated; in R.O.T.C. willingly; 
view to war service; helps calm the moth- 
er’s fears; is an air raid warden; has enlisted; is in the draft; belongs 
to Red Cross; carries lunch to school instead of buying in lunch room 
in order to save for stamps; is in Navy or Army. B 102; G 82; T 184. 


is studying chemistry with 


- Positive attitudes. В 66; С 36; Т 102. 
1 


. Expressions of patriotism, loyalty: wants big navy; wants country 


to move fast; wants Unite 
soldiers and sailors and chil 
ica^ B 14; G9; T 23. 

2. Offers services or expresses willingness to help and sacrifice: offers 
to help in case of air raid; wants to study nursing; expects to go to 
West Point; prefers to stay with family and be bombed rather than 
be evacuated; is content to sacrifice comforts and perquisites; wishes 
he were “big enough to get in”; is in the draft and willing to go; 
sympathy for refugees; proud of father who is in the army. B 39; 
G 17:71:56. 

3. Is cool-headed: takes “the long view"; reassures parent, insists on 
normal living even though the mother is nervous; tells mother they 
will go to their grandparents if need arises. B 10; G 6; T 16. 

4. Child sympathizes with distressed parent: comforts mother when 
older brother goes to war; is sorry at prospect of father's or broth- 
er's going, but feels it is right he should do so. B 3; G 7; T 10. 


d States to win; prays each night for 
dren overseas; prays "God bless Amer- 


- Intelligent interest and/or understanding of issues: listens to news, 


asks questions; makes scrapbook; interested in military, or economic, 
or other aspects; follows experts, reads books on war, etc. B 64; G 44; 


T 108. 


. Hatred of the war and its makers (Hitler, Tojo, Mussolini, Germans, 


Japanese, etc.) and what it may destroy. BUG 6;T 13. 
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as » . ivities. B 2; G2 
G. Shows anger, indignation with respect to enemy activities ; 
T 4. 


ty; 

Not warped by war experience: refugee did not see much e. 
saw great destruction but kept his self-control; saw the E 
was badly frightened, but feels safe in America. B 5; G1; = б rmed 
- Parental satisfaction in factors that keep child or parent out а. E. 

services or any special (and by parent undesired) branch о We. 
services: mother glad would.be aviator son is too tall for flying; ur Gl 
glad birth of child gave husband longer draft exemption. B 1; 
то; 


> 


оо 
a 


- Values gained by parents from books; from ©“ 
B 3%; G 5%; T 4%. B 18; G 30; T 48. 

A. Remedial experts have been helpful: school for stutterers brought 16 
lief. B 4; G T: 5: 

‚ Not used. STRIS 

- Books, magazines, and experts provide Practical advice, good pointe ; 
and techniques for Specific aspects of child training: routines, sex; diet; 

hygiene, etc, В 14; G 29; T 43, 


д aring 
experts” on child rea 


O w 


В. PROBLEMS 


The following is a detailed listing of the problems of parents. The list 
Presents the categories devised and used for the treatment of the data, 


and also the frequency of the various forms of problems. The parents of 


1,137 boys and girls reported a cumulative total of 7,654 problems. 


The materials are presented in terms of 37 categories. Illustrative items 
are shown for each major category and for all subsidiary categories. With 
each major category are shown the per cents of boys, girls, and boys and 
girls combined for whom problems under the heading in question were 
reported. These values are based on а tally of 1 only for a given child, 
whether the report concerning him included items in only one or in 
Several subcategories in the major category in question. 

Also presented are the numbers of boys; girls, and boys and girls com- 
bined for whom parents reported problems that fell under the heading of 
each of the various subcategories. In this computation a tally of 1 only 
for a child was given whether the parent mentioned one or several 


matters that fell within a given subcategory: 


ber, sex, spacing; complica- 


1. Fact of having offspring of а certain num 
re children. B 796; G 8%; 


tions of desire for having or not having mo 
T 896. B 49; G 50; T 99” 


A. Child not wanted or not fully desired by one or both parents, child 
not of desired sex, only child or specified one of two or more children 
not up to parents' expectations: parents find adjustment to child born 


after sixteen years of marriage difficult; during pregnancy mother 


re of the subcategories under this heading 
е percentage is based on a computation 
hild whether the report concerning him 


"This means that problems falling in one or mo 
Were reported for 8 per cent of the children. Th 
Which gave a similar value of 1 to an individual cl 


mentioned items in one or in several subcategories. 


* This represents a cumulative tally of the frequency of mention of items in the sub- 
categories when a tally of 1 only was allowed in the case of each child for one or several 
items belonging to the same subcategory. Note that this cumulative tally exceeds the values 
used in the computation of the percentage of children represented. 
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does not want child, but is 
baby for some months be 
B. Children do not fulfill pa 
ber of boys and girls: 
four boys but would 


happy over it when born; mother disliked 
cause of its ugliness. B 2; G 4; T 67 
rental desire for family of given size or num- 
happy with three girls but want a boy also; have 
like a girl. B 25; С 17; T 42. hil 
C. Health complications or other difficulties prevent plans for more chi 
dren: great difficulty of first labor discourages having more children; 
ason of war hinder plans for another child; E 
sity for Caesarean birth discourages parents from having another childs 


financial situation compels parents to have fewer children or to have 
them later in life or £ 


arther apart than they would like. B 10; G 9; 
Т 19. 
D. Spacing. B 7; G 11; T 18.4 
1 


- Came too soon after One another, not enough time between children 
for parental adjustment and handling of problems: first child came 


when parents were married only а year; had not yet made tal 
adjustments to each other. B 3; G Osi 19% 


- Too widely separated in age for com anionshi being treated 
оп equal basis. В 456 4; Т8. E = 
Complications connected with desire for no more children: mother 
of seven worries about Possible future Pregnancy; parents disagree ОП 
whether to have more children; feel they will be subject to church 
disapproval but do not want more children, В s. G7 T 12. 


ог spouse in child; 


№ 


- Reflection of self, relative, 


н " bi eet child manifests or fails 
© manifest parental traits, interests, foibles, B соу, 95; T 5%. 
B 31; G 36; T 67. * 8576: G 626; 


ing parent. B 16; G 20; T 36 
1. ОЁ self, or own blood relations, B 9368-7 17 
2. ОЁ spouse, or spouse’s blood relations: ae 3 
track mind. B9; С 12; Т 21. 3 

- Physical characteristics. B 2; G 10; T 12. 
1. ОЁ self, or own blood relations, B 164.7 5 
2. OF spouse, or spouse’s blood relations, В | E Th 

A tally of і 


A. Personality traits, defects of character, ог traits not approved by report- 


like father, has a one- 


єч 
з 


2 Representing total number of children, «Fen i 
items in опе or more subcategories under this heading, У Per child for one or more 
*Representing total number of children, A tally of it ой 4 
items in one or more subsidiary categories under Subcategory D Per child for one or more 
represented in this category can be comput . 


ed by dividing th he Percentage of children 
1,137, and the B and G totals respectively by 571 and 566 © total number indicated by 


С. 


D. 


w 


‚ Absence of desired cordiality, companionship, 


- Child does not confide, or seems distant 


- Child lacking or apparently lacking in fon 


- No or few interests in common (music, 


- Child's failure to adopt, learn, 


- Difference in intellectual interests: 


- Differences or difficulties due 
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Mannerisms, habits, practices. B 6; G2; T 8. 

1. Of own, or own blood relations: needs much sleep, like mother. 
BS52G0:'T 5. 

2. ОЁ spouse, or spouse’s blood relations. B 1; G 2; T 3. 

Disturbing or puzzling departures or contrasts: “We wonder where 

child got his red hair”; child frightfully energetic while both parents 

are deliberate, slow; mother and grandmother socially popular, daugh- 

ter highly unpopular; mother very dynamic and nervous, child calm 

and rather slow. B 5; G 4; T 9. 


common interests, unity. 


B 8%; G 995; T 9%. В 52; G 58; T 110. 
or impenetrable: parent and 


child somewhat strange or not at home with each other; child never 
tells trouble; child keeps mother uneasy by his secretiveness; lack of 


rapport between parent and child. B2; G 7; T 9. | 
dness for parent: mischie- 


vously reports to one parent items causing trouble between parents. 


B2; G3; T 5. 
к art excepted, see Category 31): 


d experiences; shared cultural experi- 


little common ground for share ; c 
Ith or other circumstances (excluding 


ences blocked by reason of ill hea 
ЗЕ). B2; G2; T4. 


or respond to opportunities for learning, 
hich parents regard as desirable or ideal in 
d in athletics; father wants boy to be a 
d in politics; family disagree regarding 
d refuses instruction and insists on 


interests, lines of action wl 
a child: boy not intereste! 
military man, boy intereste 
college boy should attend; chil 


learning by himself. B 2; G 8; T 10. я 
mother teacher of literature, drama, 


etc., son mechanical and factual; girl likes bugs, comics, mother hates 
them. B2; G1; T 3. i 
to different cultural circumstances bear- 


ing on parent and child. B4; G 1; T 5. t А 
1. Language difficulties for one or both immigrant parents of child 
reared in America. B2; G 0; T 2: 
. Not used. 
3. Differences due to diffe 
parents' early environment and u 
child: child feels superior to parent, €» 


N 


rence in socio-economic or cultural factors in 
pbringing and the milieu of the 
father brought up where 
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to drink coffee from saucer was correct, child is embarase IM 

ent uses wrong grammar, child knows correct form. B 3; G 15 mon 

G. Lack of desired degree of unity and affinity, or sharing of MN. 

interests by reason of inescapable pressures, e.g., racial discrim na ae 

or lack of means or other circumstances under which family wi e 

little chance for whole family to do things together; ae; th 
under pressure to rear faultless child; commutation schedule or leng 


P ч 2 : alesman 
or nature of business hours (including work as traveling sal 

prevents one parent from substantia] с 
bustle or confusio 


H. Strained relationships, 


; r 

€ parent and child; necessary painful routine fot 

cure of special disability makes child feel mother is an enemy. В 2; 
G6;T8 


;T8. 
DN ч : n 
I. Lack of family unity, sharing, by reason of strained relations betwee 


5 icies 
mily make-up: disagreement on polici 


RE 
€r resents daughter who is n 
E 


D ә 3 + iti 

4. Parental self-reproach or doubts concerning own methods, qualities, 
policies as parent. (Situations or items are not tallied in this category 
unless doubts, regrets, 


recognition of mistakes, feelings of inadequacy» 
helplessness, 


ctc., are explicitly set forth; ер. an item such as child is 
stubborn, or child is afraid, i 


lem or perplexity, but not ex 
sion of bad handling, should be cla. 


"fear" categories 20C10 and 
G 192; T 370. 


Ssified 


only in “stubborn” and 
22А.) B 22%, 


G 2595; T 24%. B 178; 


A. Parent thinks she’s too stern, dictatorial, 
impatient: parent over-reforming without sufficient г, 
personality; spanked too much when child 
parents feel mortified and take it to hear 
could live up to standards they try to impo 


lacking in affection, nagging, 


espect for child's 
Was nor actually naughty; 
t when child says no one 
se. В8; С / а GE, 


m 


‚ Feels inferior regarding own intelligence, 


. Is conscious of evading or avoi 


. Feelings of inadequacy or uncertai 


. Parent confesses being emotion 


- Recognizes own spect 
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. Thinks he or she perhaps is or was too lenient, easy-going, not suf- 


ficiently or consistently firm or sure concerning own mind: parent 


thinks she overdid the “be generous” slogan; overshielded the child; is 
perplexed whether or not to let child beat or take beatings from other 


children; parent thinks child may be pampered. B 15; G 21; T 36. 
personal qualities: mother 


not “intelligent”; feels own dislike 


saw doctor’s note saying she was 
for care of children may have been noticed by child. B 6; G 6; 012. 
ding difficulties to sidestep stress: 


mother does not teach child to help in household tasks because she can 
do them more quickly herself. B 8; G6; T 14. 


nty, or recognition of past ignorance 
or faultiness in meeting problems of child rearing; feelings of having 
failed, self-reproach for lack of skill: parent finds corporal punishment 
causes resentment or is ineffective, but can find no adequate substitute; 
parent reproaches self for inability to calm child’s fears; thinks her 
training in routine habits was faulty; is uncertain because of difference 
between own childhood and the mode of life surrounding her child or 
children; is uncertain how to get cooperation rather than submission; 
working mother, pressed for time, must use punishment to expedite 
obedience but disapproves of punishment; uncertain how to avoid im- 
posing will on child rather than letting him think for himself; di- 
vorced mother feels she dodges issue of divorce with child; mother not 
sure her dicta regarding radio programs are correct. B 20; G 23; T 43. 
al, tense, nagging, shaky, impatient, up- 
set: cries over disobedience oF other forms of behavior exhibited by 
children; confesses she «raved like а fishwife” when child misbehaved; 
tenseness over financial and other problems is reflected in child’s tem- 
per; mother feels she is unduly tense in protection of only child and 
child consequently is *high-strung"; giving enemas is emotionally 
difficult for mother; admits she nags and tends to correct every action 
of child. B 48; G 49; T 97. 
fic weaknesses: foreign-born mother can't speak 


English; mother is 100 timid, feels guilty regarding own fears; self- 


reproachful regarding fear of war when children are not afraid; is not 


a good cook; hates planning meals and other household tasks; does not 
have good “money sense”; has had less education than child, hence is 
not sure of her advice and standards. B 5; G 6; T 11. 

Feeling of regret or remorse or self-disparagement or envy by reason 
of unfavorable contrast of outside conditions with poverty or other 
lacks in own home; embarrassment (or jealousy) regarding lacks at 
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M. 


- Inconsistency of discipli 


- Parental anxieties г 


- Parent later fee 
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home compared with w 


problem: child was “s 
habits of tidiness, 


А tc. 
good work habits, self-sufficiency, self-help, etc» 
through reported fa 


ng standards than necessary: E 

y child causes tension, Men pA К 
г only child too much as a doll and not asd y 
was stricter, more demanding with first child; babied boy 
too much, kept him too much “tied to mother’s apron strings." В 45 
G 10; T 12, 


ng first or on] 


ааа feels 
c ls remorseful Over own anger, severe discipline: fe 
bad when child is “sweet” and bear. 


" nt; 
А 5 no grudge after punishme 
feels she did Wrong to deprive bo, fd islikes dogs 
B5; G7; T12, У ot dog because she disli 
Parents feel that possibly it js their dy 
sure, to have more children: child asks 


ause they did not p 


А es- 
tY, or they are subject to pr 
parents f 
lan 


1 necessi 
desired amount of contact 


illnesses causes mother to b 


К Ог inattent; 
ness caused neighbors to s 


3 ] fatal ill- 
poil child. B 8; G 32 father's long fata 


Pressed, wj is on 
eel he i with emphasis 


, ss.” “Its got me down,” 
B8; dE, 


G1 
H э 

Parent reports tendency toward, or Necessity ы 
s о be nst 

€ child. p i 2n DR agar 


fficulties in child’s behavior or adjust- 
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ment wholly or partially to parents’ or guardian’s own partiality for 
child’s sib or sibs or for foster child living in family (Same item on 
same child should not be tallied in both 4Q and 4R). B1; G0; T 1. 


4X. Perplexities with respect to desirable or wisest way of handling prob- 


mo 


‚ Children's questions (sex included) 


‚ How handle allowances: amount per 


- How provide worth-while w 


- Not used. 
. How care for and manage 
. How promote love, re$ 


‘cal punishment, 
. How cope with 


ote: here are classified explicitly described 


lems in child rearing. (N 
t to interviewer, or statements equiva- 


perplexities, direct questions pu 
lent to the voicing of a perplexity as to alternative procedures, or 
reason of uncertainty or ignorance 


describing a blocking of action by 
ful procedure is tried. Since 


or fear of untoward results if an unsuccess 
most problems classified in other categories represent perplexity of one 
sort or another, an item is not tallied here unless the perplexity itself 
constitutes a problem in the nature of bafflements, as distinguished 
from direct trial-and-error dealings with the problem that precipitates 
the perplexity.) B 9%; G 5%; T 7%. B 61; G 33; T 94. 


—how answer them: questions 
etc. (Religious questions are tallied in Cate- 
ho has deserted family; about social injustice, 
hers. B 2; G 45 T 6. 

week, responsibilities allowances 


about death, prejudices, 
gory 33); about father w 
roughness and cruelty by ot 


should entail. B 3; G 2; Т5. 
ork and opportunities for earning money: 


1 occupation, not just “made work”; how much re- 
rk at home; how deal with hazards of 
rouse interest and enterprise in earning 


how provide a rea 
muneration, if any, for wo 
outside employment; how а 
money. B 14; G 4; T 18. 


discipline of convalescent or weak or ill 
child: how keep sick child occupied and amused; how discipline 
physically delicate but fractious child; whether punish at all when 
child's self-respect seems injured thereby; what punishment to use in 
case where deprivation is cruel. B3; G 1; T 4. 

pect, and self-respect, as distinguished from en- 
forced obedience, subjugation, resentment: how promote cordial rela- 
tions between parents and children; how avoid or substitute for physi- 
or is it desirable to do so. B4; G4; Т8. 

child’s fears: fear of dark, of death, еїс.; how handle 


children’s untoward social situations; how correct wrong ideas learned 
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А. 


- How keep a balance of thou 


- How help children with respect to sex 


- How evolve or choose a the 


- Recognition of multiplyin 


- Psychological weaning is diffi 


. Routines: eating, 


from other children; how handle use of bad language. B 2; G 2; T 4. 
How handle problems regarded by parent as peculiar to the only child 


or aggravated by fact that child is only child; how deal with selfishness 
of only child. B 1; G 1; T 2. 


- How deal with problem of race prejudice, problems relating to affilia- 


tion with own or other races, 


whether or not involving prejudice by 
parent or child. B2; G1; T 3 


ght and feeling in dealing with children. 
B1; G0; T1. " 
conduct: how help “oversexed 

boy; how aid “sensuous” child; how deflect child from premature sex 
experience (subtotaled with Category 17); how treat young children's 
opposite-sex “crushes.” B 2; G О: 
ory of child rearing that is wise, usable, ог 
of proper balance between providing present advantages and making 
provision for possible future when Parents, now older than average, 
аге no longer living. В 3; G2; T 5. 
8 perplexities: as children get older, prob- 
› at certain ages are acute. В 17; С 7; T 24. 
sufficient. intellectual nourishment to chil- 


lems and worries multiply 
How provide proper and 
dren. B4; G 4; T 8. 

1. Reading materials. B 2С ЗЕ ЕБ, 


2. Other experiences and stimulations to worthy actions or knowledge. 
B2;G1; T 3, 


cult for mother and only child who have 
been thrown on each other for companionship: how shall it be man- 
aged. В3; С js ar 


- Not used. 


sleeping, elimination, groomin › cleanli 25%; 
GI. TAE Чишш е Dol & cleanliness, B 25%; 


Eating (Categories Al and 2 include mention of a 

If "cating problem" is reported and then definitely de 

in A3-11, tally in one of these, not in 1 or 2). B 66; 

1. Poor eater, lack of appetite, ete—chronic but not 

of a feeding problem”; eats very slowly, B 21; 

2. Poor eater to degree of health hazard—ch 
feeding problem.” B 1; G 2; T 3. 

3. Special eating difficulties. B 39; G 33500 79: 


general problem. 
fined or localized 
G 77; T 143, 
acute, "something 
G 40; T 61. 

Tonic and acute; *bad 
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a. Difficulty in finding suitable formula or feeding schedule for 
baby or diet for older child: difficulty with drinking water; 
necessity for extra vitamins. B 1; G 1; T 2. 

Allergies and other inabilities (physical) to tolerate certain 

foods. B 6; С 5; ТП. 
c. Specific idiosyncrasies, aversions. В 31; С 27; T 58. 
d. Bad results from eating under pressure. B 3; G 1; T 4. 
4. Difficulty in weaning: from breast to bottlé, from breast to bottle 
to cup, etc. B2; G 5; T 7. 
. Difficulty in transition to solids or to any new food, dislike of new 
foods: each new food caused worry to mother, long process of con- 
ditioning required; unwilling to eat own diet, wants parents' food. 
B2; G4; T 6. 
6. Difficulties in connection with breast feeding: mother had insuf- 
ficient milk; child needed supplemental ration; breast feeding de- 
sired but ruled out by reason of mother's condition, poor health, 
etc.; child frequently vomited after feeding and could not be re- 
fed by breast; did not nurse well at first. B 1; G 0; T 1. 
. Overeating (other than candy, sweets): overindulgence in food; 
failure to conform to diet; overindulgence in certain articles of 
food—too many apples. B 1; G 2; T 3. 
. Difficulties with candy, sweets, sodas, etc. B2; GRIS: 
. Other feeding difficulties: intolerance of the chemical character- 
istics of available drinking water; inability to take certain foods 
held essential for health; undernourishment due to disease. B 1; 
СИ. 
10. Deficiency in self-help or self-feeding habits: unwillingness to feed 
self; wants to be fed by mother or maid; bolts food and has conse- 
quent indigestion; spills and messes when eating, or holds food in 
mouth without swallowing; plays and dawdles at table instead of 
eating; eats too fast or too slowly; wolfs food. B 10; G 5; T 15. 
11. Miscellaneous forms of failure to exercise responsibility and good 
sense in connection with food (other than points listed in 7, 8, 10); 
e.g., does not choose balanced meal at cafeteria. B 1; G0; T 1. 
B. Sleeping (see No. 8C for parents’ sleep problems). B 53; G 44; T 97. 
1. Refuses or resents going to bed, naptime or bedtime, or requires 
pressure, urging: will not sleep alone in room or when left in house 
with maid; wants light in room; wants door to parents' room open. 
B.19;.G-15; T 34. 

2. Actual or threatened insufficiency of sleep or difficulty in falling 
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2. 


3: 


g 


. Enuresis, chronic bed-wetting, 


- Unwelcome behavior related to elimi 


- Sluggish bowel movements: chronic or recur 


Cleanliness of person and clothing. 
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asleep: wakefulness, disturbed, restless sleep, etc.; wakes and comes 
to parents’ room at night and gets in bed with them; kicks off cov- 
ers; wakes in middle of night, gets out of bed at night (not includ- 
ing sleepwalking) ; sleep difficulties due to excitement, illness, noise, 
and neighborhood distractions, etc.; keeps awake by talking to self 
in bed; stays out on street too late; stays up late when parents are 
out; takes overlong nap in afternoon, then not ready to go to bed 
at night. B 33; G 28; T 61. 

Needs more than average sleep requirement. B 8; G 1; T 9. 
Difficult to get up in morning: insists on staying up late, then 
makes trouble when must get up. B9; G5; T 14. 


- Elimination. B 14; G 25; T: 39; 
1. General problem or task of training: 


“ ; +.” 
we are now working on it, 
with no suggestion of failure. B 2; G 3; T 5. 


- Slowness in acquiring bladder and bowel control, including habitual 


or occasional lapses beyond time when parent thinks control should 
have been established. B АСТ 


daytime incontinence, В 75 G 14; 
T 21. 
nation: playing with puddles 
immodesty, embarrassing or 
deliberate withholding, later 


of urine; use of objectionable words; 
unbecoming behavior; overmodesty ; 
soiling of garments. B 0; G 2: "12. 


rent constipation; slow- 


ness in establishing bowel movements after birth; necessity for 


enemas and cathartics and strain on child as 


sociated therewith. B 2; 
©з; 5; 
Not used. 
- Lapses in control under conditions of acute excitement, etc.: loss of 
control when sib was born. B 1G 1.52. PARUM 
Ё cue BTE responsibility for self-management of elimination. 


BU; G 11; T 2, 


person or clothes, B 1; G2 T3, 
Resistance to, or difficulties associated with, being bathed sham- 


pooed, having ears washed, brushing teeth, etc, В 2;G63;T5 
Failure to exercise responsibility for Personal cleanliness, ; 
a poor job if not supervised. B 9; G 6; T 15 ; 
Overly fastidious: unwilling to get hands dirty, 
clothes. B0; G1; T 1. 


- Is not clean, always gets dirty, 


or doing 


unwilling to soi] 


E. Dressing, grooming, personal adornment. B 31; G 36; T 67, 


Vt 
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Resistance to or difficulties associated with being dressed; overinde- 
pendence. B3; G 4; TZ 


‚ Failure to take responsibility for self-help in dressing process: asks 


. Objection to, 


to be dressed when old enough to do so for self; overdependence; 
mislays clothes; fails to wear rubbers, to put on sweater, etc.; slow 
in learning to handle buttons, buckles, shoelaces, etc.; very slow in 


getting dressed in morning. B 8; G4; T 12. 
or problems connected with, chore of being fitted with 


clothes, going along to shop for clothes, including lack of interest in 
selection of clothes (Overconcern with appearance is to be noted 
in Categories 20E5 or 28C). B 0; G 2; T 2. 

Untidiness, unkemptness in dress and grooming: fails to look after 
own clothes. B 10; G 7; T 17. 


. Overly tidy; overinterested in clothes. B 1; G 2; T 3. 


. Destructiveness with c 


lothes or demands or practices that add to 

clothing budget, including all practices that hasten the wearing out 

process. B 10; G 23; T 33. 

a. Child too demanding: wants many dresses, overexpensive 
clothes; overinterest in dress; overconcern for matching garments, 
accessories, trimmings, etc. B 0; G5; T5. 

b. Child refuses or objects to hand-me-downs, or to patched or 

darned clothes, or to own clothing not in vogue. B0; GI; T 1. 

Child shows poor sense or objects to mother's judgment with re- 

spect to appropriateness of costume or of given articles of dress to 

the occasion or the weather (Note that here there is not, as in 

(6064), etc., parental objection to the article of clothes as such, 

granted the proper occasion) ; wants to be too dressy for everyday 

school wear. B 4; G 3; T 7. 

d. Clashes with respect to style, taste in purchase of clothes, etc.: 
differences with respect to color, color combinations, fabrics, etc.; 
differences with respect to what is appropriate for a given age 
level; child wants clothes deemed too “old” or sophisticated, 
or child wants to adopt adult styles, flapper styles, etc. B 0; 
GB8 T8. 

e. Differences with respect to c 
GT 7. 

f. Slipshod about clothes, takes poor care of them, fails to mend or 
clean them, careless about laundering: in energetic play, forgets 
to protect clothing, tears, rips, gashes them in trees, on fences, 
nails; wears out seat of trousers sliding, etc., etc., etc. B6; G7; 
T 13. 


osmetics, hair-do, jewelry, etc. B 0; 
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7. Child’s failure or unwillingness to perform chores; carelessness with 


Оо 
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- Shirking or evasion or forms of nonfeasanc 


- Neglect of pets, failure to do chores involve 
- Carelessness with own belongings: loses to 


- Inability to perform chores because of 


things; irresponsibility in everyday household affairs. (Lack of initi- 
ative or ability to sense or sce things to be done goes elsewhere; art 
items go in art). B 11%; С 10%; Т 10%. B 70; С 63; T 133. 


Failure to help in home or about grounds, or shirks, evades, needs 
prodding in connection with chores, routine duties and assignments: 
drags out task without regard to consequences to self or others; resents 
being expected to do chores in mother's absence, or when tired or 
otherwise engaged; expects pay for all he does about the house ; forgets 
to attend to tasks; does not perform with good grace; dawdles on 
home chores and is tardy for school; evades home duties by staying 
late at school or going home with playmate; boy thinks it “sissy” to 
help in house. B 29; С 21; T 50: 


€ in connection with proj- 


ects other than home chores, etc., as in А; needs much prodding. B 


3; G0; T3. 


d with pets. B 4; G 0; T 4. 


Ys, etc. (excluding pets, 7C, 
clothing, 6E6f). B 4; G 1; T 5. 


Destructiveness or carelessness with property 
breaks things, lets things rust, rot, and decay; 

derstanding of value or cost of things; slipshod 
аре, wear and tear; as infant damaged furnishi 
park wall; as tiny child wanted to paint, but on 


(other than in 7D): 
shows no practical un- 
practices lead to break- 
ngs, threw things over 


Ws ly on mother’s finished 
paintings. B 8; G 6; T 14. 
- General untidiness—room, bureau drawers, etc.: resent Ise 
tidying his possessions. B 18; G 25; T 43, ыле 
Not used. 


Irresponsibility with respect to time schedules, Meeting appointments 
coming to meals on time, keeping dentist ap ; 


pointments. B 2С 6; 


poor health; 
led with un 
over or do t 


slowness in learn- 
willingness); does 
hem herself instead. 


ing, ineptitude (whether or not coup 
things so badly mother has to do them 
B1; G2; Т3, 


- Outside play or other pressures apart from 


: school leave insufficient 
time for performing chores (Interference of school Pressures entered 
with home activities in 34E5): overengrossed in own Projects to 
exclusion of family and home duties. B lG2;Ta 
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. Drudgery, labor, inconvenience, fatigue, etc., whether through lack of 
money or through inefficiency, or other (as distinguished from items 
directly attributed to lack of means). B 19%; С 18%; T 19%. B 144; 
G 129; T 273. 

. Work involved in care of child or children (Independent of illness, 
Category 27) is too exacting, too time-consuming to permit parent to 
enjoy children, spend free time with them, or to allow parent to give 
them the care or exercise the degree of patience that would be most 
wholesome: parenthood an exacting life job; sense of responsibility is 
constant. B 24; G 31; T 55. ' 

. Care of children sometimes is wearing, tiring, or calls for special exer- 
tions, but does not consume all or nearly all parent's time or nearly all 
the time to the degree implied in A: keeping children clean is quite a 
chore; exactions sometimes drove mother almost crazy; putting on 
and taking off heavy winter clothing is unpleasant and anger-provok- 
ing chore (dislikes burden of certain routines, but this is outweighed 
by general satisfaction) ; laundry work is onerous; getting child fed 
and to bed is strenuous. B 25; G 18; T 43. 

. Interference with parental sleep routine or curtailment of amount of 
sleep: gets too little sleep, no relaxation or rest, two o'clock feeding is 
exhausting, 5 a.m. bottle onerous; teething child cries and repeatedly 
wakes up parent; child awakens early. (Tallied here only if loss of 
sleep is mentioned; difficulty with respect to parental sleep assumed 
only if such as this is stated: "I didn't have my clothes off for two 
weeks while caring for him"; *We didn't get to bed until 2 a.m. when 
Junior went to party, and we had to get up at the usual hour.") В 6; 
Go 1.12. 

. Exactions of child care or household management prevent parent from 
pursuing own interests, or make it difficult to accomplish all that 
should be done: no leisure time for self, no time to be herself; not 
enough time or freedom for parent to care for own health; cannot get 
to clinic for eye examination; made it necessary for mother to interrupt 
her career as concert pianist. B 30; G 37; И 67: 

. Problems of management precipitated by illness or disability (of par- 
ent or child): cannot care properly for others when one is ill; weak 
child required constant parental work and vigilance; child with enu- 
resis adds to laundry work, etc. B 8; G 15; T 23. 

. Time, energy, distraction involved in meeting demands of child who 
needs direction, attention, teaching: child will not play at home with- 
out parent’s company, unwilling to keep self occupied: “What shall I 
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о 


. Limitations ог disadvantages in living quarters, 


do now, mamma?”; mother can not sew, listen to radio, without inter- 
ruption; child resents parents’ going out at night. B 16; G 6; T 22. 


‚ Special problems, annoyances, inconveniences, unpleasantnesses. В 33; 


G 14; T 47. | 

1. Use of bathroom, radio, telephone, etc.: one member of family 
“hogs” the facilities; daughter monopolizes telephone while talking 
to boy friends. B 1; G2; T 3. : 

Ix. "Monkeying" with telephone; meddling with father's papers; mis- 

chievous acts making for inconvenience. B GATZ 

2. Time required for going or being taken to school or other regular 

appointments or to the park eats into time available for other things, 

even to getting housework done. B 4; G 1; T 5. 

+ Pets are a nuisance or make extra chore for parent (Child’s failure 
to perform chores classified in No. 7C): dog scratches furniture, 
boy’s cat ruins upholstery; inconveniences in connection with 
EIE dog; too many young of various animal pets. B 13; G1; 

4. 


4. Child's possessions, 


including collections, toys, experiments, etc. 
clutter things, 


cause inconvenience, get in the way. B2; G3; T5. 
5. Not used. 
6. Difficulties, inconveniences in traveling with children. B 2; G 1; 
MS: 


7. Mother finds bustle, rush, confusion, 

tiring: child is noisy about house, yells, whistles, shouts, bangs 
doors, skids through halls, etc., etc. B 5;G5; T 10. 

Я dix involved in keeping rein on overenergetic children. B 8; G 

1; T 9. f 


absence of peace and quiet very 


со 


physical facilities, and 
- В 302; G 238; T 540. 
hobbies, etc, B 131; G 


appointments of home. B 34%; G 29% ; Т 32% 
Lack of space for play, for exercise, 
103; 'T 234. 

‚ Lack of adequate or safe or convenient ош 
too great a distance from playgrounds, parks, etc.: overcrowded 
playgrounds or grounds so situated as to require constant adult 
supervision when children are there: B 48; G 51; T 99 

‚ Lack of indoor space for workroom, play, or other desirable activi. 
ties: child wants pet, but not enough room; kitchen so small chil- 
dren can not get in to help; no room for baby's Реп; no chance to 
play alone. B 69; G 45; T 114. 


interests, 


m 


de play space, including 


N 


iren" 
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3. Crowded sleeping space: separate rooms or large enough rooms are 
not available for children; children must sleep in same room—one 
wants light, it disturbs other; no chance for child's or parent's 
privacy at any hour. B 42; G 24; T 66. 


. Lack of sufficient opportunity for exercise, sunlight, fresh air, etc., in- 


cluding lowered resistance to colds, etc., attributed to this lack; unsafe 
to leave baby in open air because wind overturns carriage; energetic 
children hampered by narrow quarters. B 56; G 39; T 95. 


. Miscellaneous physical inconveniences and restrictions involved in 


place of abode. B 35; G 30; T 65. 

1. Difficulty of getting in and out of house: live on high floor to get 
air; must climb up or down several flights of stairs to get in or out; 
elevator operator objects to frequent going in and out; stair climb- 
ing fatiguing to parents or children; automatic elevator hard for 
children to operate. B 13; G 12; T 25. 

2. House poorly arranged: children go through main part of house to 
get to play space; little provision for keeping toys, wraps, etc.; space 
so arranged sleeping child is disturbed by movements of older mem- 
bers of family; combined office and home makes for difficulties for 
children and parental control. B 9; G 1; T 10. 

3. Physical inconveniences or restrictions connected with house work: 
difficulty in getting washing and ironing done; lack of steam heat 
and other modern advantages; old house hard to keep clean and 
neat; old building insanitary; old house not kept in repair. B 8; 
G 13; T 2L. 

4. Insufficient or overabundant or poorly distributed heat; home cold, 
drafty; floor damp; house too dry. B 12; G 11; T 23. 


. Discomforts or curtailments or friction due to proximity of neighbors. 


B25; G22; T 47. 

1. Embarrassment or curtailment of activities or desired practices by 
reason of disturbance which noise causes to others: parents must 
pick up baby even when they think it ill advised because crying dis- 
turbs neighbors; vigorous play disturbs tenant below. B 24; G 18; 
T 42. 

2. Curtailment of practice of music, carpentry, and other opportunities 
for learning by reason of disturbance caused to others. B 1; G 0; 
Ti 

3. Discomfort from noise caused by neighbors; also dirt, dust, etc., at- 
tributed to neighbors. B 0; G 4; T 4. 


. Special inconveniences or problems: father or other adult in family, or 


neighbor a nightworker, so child’s noise disturbs his daytime sleep; 
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10. 


= 


- Too much noise, dirt, smoke, 


- Through example and influence of others, 


- Customs or 


T о =н UO 


student father has to work on thesis at home, therefore boy e 
hear favorite radio program; family has to travel a great deal, Е 
adjustment to boats, trains, cars, farms, hotels, etc. B Hs G 14; T . 
еїс.: home near elevated railroad is too 
Noisy; grime and smoke in home near railway; mosquitoes very bad 
in summer; mice, vermin, etc., infest house; halls and stairs are in- 


sanitary. B 9; G 6; T 15. 


. + . + . Н п- 
Limitations or disadvantages in general cultural and moral enviro 


ment. B 3%; G 5%; T 2%. B 22; G 4; T 26. 


desire to join or be associ- 
ated in enterprises not approved by parent: boy wants to join frater- 
nity; wants to join club, gang. В 1; GO; T 1. 
pressures of associates dispose c Ор: 
їп апа stay out late for parties, dances, games, other youth activities. 
B4;G1;T5. ү 

1. School activities (subtotaled with school): dances, plays, parties, 


athletic games; over-expensive or over-dressy parties—boy 15 must 
wear dress suit. B 23610: T2 


2. Non-school dances, etc.; 
Not used. 

Specific undesirable group practices: child’s 
ing; has scapegoats; one day all h: 
Not used. 

Overattention to or Overconcern with respect to organizations, asso- 
ciations, clubs, etc.: Girl Scout activiti 

Pressures on family to make j orm to ways of other families in 
the community. B 4; С ООА: 

Miscellaneous unapproved items: child, following example of others, 
calls her parents by their first names. B1; G1; p 

Specific ill effects from cam : boy who dislikes bedmaking 
roughly handled by camp mates; boy not good ас sports made un- 
happy because unpopular; child finds camp routine irksome, and 
regulations not to his liking; summer resort type camp not helpful to 
boy; overstrenuous routine for young boy; boy being youngest was 
“ganged up on”; boy not equipped with rough and ready repartee is 
“picked on.” B 9; G 0; T 9. 


late parties after midnight. B 3; G 1; T 4. 


group has custom of haz- 
ate A, next day B, etc. B0; G1; T 1. 


hild to want to participate ' 


LL 


ыр 


Ei 
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Lacks or disadvantages in social neighborhood: no suitable playmates; 
clashing or uncongenial groups; etc. B 25%; С 25%; T 25%. B 193; 
G 171; T 364. 


‚ No playmates. B 7; G 6; T 13. 
. No suitable or acceptable playmates: is deprived of social outlet or out- 


door play by virtue of limitations of neighborhood; cannot make 
"friends for life"; available playmates and friends not best for child's 
development; not enough playmates for one of several children so 
child is left out when company comes; keeps indoors because of dis- 
like of rough neighborhood children; few opportunities for adolescent 
to know members of opposite sex near own age. B 41; G 20; Total 61. 


. Conflict with unfavored or antagonistic groups, or limitations felt im- 


perative in view of their proximity: children of other races, nationali- 
ties, etc.; is subject to prejudice; is called a "foreign kid." B 32; G 25; 


УБ 


. Unsatisfactory socio-economic surroundings: smoke, noise, dirt of fac- 


tories, trains, etc., make for insanitary and/or unpleasant conditions; 
near-by shops overtempting to child. B 6; G 10; T 16. 


. Objections by neighbors by reason of difference in culture or moral 


standards, ideas of propriety, etc.: neighbors object when child takes 
off clothes in backyard; object to appearance of tent in backyard. B 4; 


(37155195; 


‚ Complaints by neighbors because of child's actual unfavorable charac- 


teristics as described by parent: neighbors call up and complain about 
bossy, strong-willed, profane child; child's shrill-voiced crying due to 


illness irks neighbors. B 6; G5; T 11. 
Gossip by neighbors adverse to child's reputation or to mother's meth- 


ods of rearing. B 0; G 1; T 1. 


H. Limitations in cultural opportunities due to place or residence: little 


= 


stimulation toward wide learning, acquisition of skills, etc.; cannot 
provide suitable entertainment for children in city. B 11; G 14; T 25. 


. Dislocation of customary satisfactions and friendships and physical ar- 


rangements due to moving from one locality to another: moving from 
loved old neighborhood to strange new one, involving displacements 
of child’s or parents’ interests and affections and unwillingness to ad- 
just to the new through loyalty to the old; temporary residence in 
New York depriving child of customary home pleasures; problems of 
refugees; in transition from the deep South to New York girl emo- 
tionally upset; child hated moving from the suburbs to New York; 
children born abroad have a difficult adjustment to the South; children 
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brought up in the South have a hard adjustment to New York apart- 
ment life; Dutch refugees find adjustment to America hard under 
very limited finances; new adjustment to community necessary igo 
child was just beginning to feel established after long illness and mal- 
adjustment in previous neighborhood. B 11; G 15; T 26. 
]. Disadvantages of locale or general place of residence: country, rur. al, or 
semi-rural; too isolated; distance to school too far; transportation to 
and from school leaves little time for outdoor play and makes prob- 
lems of meeting bus for older members of family; live in country but 
want to live in city; sense of inferiority or frustration, or lack of con- 
veniences connected with place of abode; see neighbors' lives too in- 
timately; child left too much alone ; difficult to “keep up with Joneses. 
B 16; G9; T 25. 
‚ Disadvantages of locale or general place of residence: large city, ob- 
jections or dislikes attributed to conditions or restrictions described as 
peculiarly associated with life in a large city, including expression of 


general dislike; in New York for one year only in small furnished 


apartment (bad emotional effect on child); in New York for one year 


only, cannot have piano here; child likes to explore, only chance is 
trash can on street, brings in "treasure trove”; mother thinks New 
York makes necessary overemphasis on finances; finances loom too 


large for a good design for living; child prefers country life but both 
parents work in New York; lack i i i 


New York; children cannot be 
York; lack of natural outdoor 
of trees, streams, etc.; little chance i 

the child matures too early in New York 
chickens, horse, pets, or to h; 


T 90. 


: 1 due to geographical distance, no 
help from relatives in emergency; children 


: : do not have sense of 
larger "family"; or too near relatives, thus causi 


ng friction. B 5; G 11; 

T 16. 

M. Neighbors’ laxity with respect to sanitation, quarantines, etc., increases 
danger of contagion. B 4; G 8; Т 12. 


N. Parental objection to or reserved attitude toward neighbors limits chil- 
dren’s social opportunities in neighborhood: Problem of inviting chil- 
dren of “unknown” parents to child’s birthday рагу. Вз; G 3; T 6. 
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12. Unwholesome or undesirable influence of morals, habits, attitudes of 


wu» 


individual children or adults in neighborhood. B 19%; G 16%; Т 
18%. B 142; G 108; T 250. 


. Standards of community are too low in general. B 8; G 3; T ll. 
. Other children teach or influence (willingly or deliberately or by pres- 


ence or example) toward: B 53; G 38; T 91. 

1. Lying. B2; G5; T 7. 

2. Stealing, gambling, vandalism. B 23; G 8; T 31. 

3. Dirty talk, swearing, etc. B 24; G 15; T 39. 

4. Sex behavior: practices, or wrong attitude toward sex. B 9; G 6; 
T 15. 

5. Smoking, drinking. B 3; G1; T4. 

. Not used. 

. Oversophistication, precocious use of lipstick, etc.; precocious stay- 

ing out late at night. B 0; С 1; T 1. 

8. Unkind or thoughtless actions or attitudes toward others, unpleas- 
ing habits, rudeness, pertness and "fresh" manners; distorted or er- 
roneous ideas about other people; children imitate and mock feeble- 
minded neighborhood boy; bad English; disobedience; general bad 
or lawless or criminal behavior. B 5; G 7; T 12. 


ND 


. Other children overstimulate: create nervous tension; produce bad 


mo 


. General fear of c 


. Bad people: 


emotional reactions; instill fears, hatreds, etc. B0; G 1; T 1. 
ontacts with children and their practices or of ill ef- 
fects of deliberately avoiding contacts with others: possibility of arous- 
ing envy in less favorably situated children of neighborhood; possibil- 
ity of snobbishness from withdrawal from play with less favored 
children; possibility of pharisaical attitude if child does not follow 


community practices. B 26; G 19; T 45. 


. Children of other families have different standards: allowed to roam, 


etc., thus creating difficulty; are not required to do chores at home; 
have freedom regarded as unwholesome for child; go to bed late; set 
example of bad manners; neighborhood children not supervised; have 
too much spending money or spend in undesirable ways; difficulty of 
inculcating attitudes counter to those of community. B 33; G 37; T 70. 
danger of being robbed, beaten, etc., cheated, deceived; 
dangers and difficulties, unpleasant experiences, through other “bad” 
children; children who are rough, throw stones; are bullies; violence 
of rough or tough children. B3; G 1; T 4. 


. Not used. 
. Hazards to child through other children more impetuous, more dar- 
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m 


J. 


13; 


ing, rough, or capable of better self-preservation by reason of being 
older. B3; G1; T 4. 


- Example or behavior of companion or friend, leading to restriction of 


child's interests, activities or to other difficulties: friend not interested 
in sports, so boy does not play; child and friend too competitive, so 
friction arises; loss of playmate in home made child disconsolate; sud- 
den enmity and antagonism to former friend. B 2; G 1; T 3. 
Overattention or overindulgence by others: too much attention leads 
child to "stage an act"; mother fears child may become servile to 
people who give him candy; friends spoil child during father's illness; 
neighbors give children candy. B1; G2; T 3, 


Worry concerning accidents, anticipated danger from fire, traffic, 
drowning, etc. (Note this category deals with anticipated dangers, not 
actual happenings. Actual happenings, such as actually being run 
over by car, breaking arm through rashness, are classified in 13X. If 
both the worry of a future happening and a report of an actual hap- 
pening are voiced, item classified under actual happening. If child en- 
Sages in certain practices that worry parent but actually has not come 


to any harm, item classified here.) B 16%; G 14%; T 1596. B 122; 
G 107; T 229. 


"Traffic: getting run over in street; takin 


5 off brakes; getting under 
stationary car. B 47; G 41; T 88. 


- Hazards with bicycle, sled, coaster, skates, 


other children's vehicles. 
B 12; G5; T 17. 


. Fire. B 6; G 4; T 10. 


1. Possible play with fire, matches. B 3; G 1;T 4, 


2; os Кр нор of dangers through fire, fireplaces, etc. В 3; 


High places, falling, climbing stairs, trees, 
etc, falling out of windows. B 8; G 8; T 16, 
Going alone to places, or with other children, unprotected, including 
danger through lack of self-protection when alone against EM in 
sects, etc. B 19; G 26; T 45. ? 
Getting lost. B 1; G 1; T 2. 

Dangers involved with hobbies, playthings, chemistry set. 
chanical interests. B 2; G 0; T 2. * 
Electrical connections and appliances, 
sockets, radio wires, etc. B 6; G 2; T 8. 


furniture, beds, apparatus, 


tools, me- 


dangers with Баз jets, lights, 


ie Т Ж) 8 


"vo 


13X. Actual accidents: burns, falls, near-drowning. B 396; 


A. 


e 


Uo 


les! 


. Eating 


. Injuries or near-accidents on bicycle, 
. Fire: Plays with fire, matches, 
. Falling from high places, stairs, trees, 
. Misfortunes or ill effects or near-misfortunes in going 


- Not used. 
. Injuries through tools, hobbies, playthings, chemistry set, те 


- Injury or shock or near-injury through el 
- Accidents or injuries or near-injuries t 


. Injuries or near-injuries resulting 
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. Not used. 


. Child's own rashness, inexperience, adventurousness, carelessness or 


excess activity leading to dangerous situations or escapades, or to places 
unknown to parent. B 16; G 15; T 31. 

poisons, including medicines, fluids, etc., and plants, etc. B 1; 
G0; ТІ. 

Unspecified hazards in leaving creeper or toddler unsupervised in or 
outside the house. B 1; G 4; T 5. 


. Dangers with water: drowning, capsizing. B 2; G 1; 28: 
. Danger from animals: being bitten by dog, etc.; possibility of snake 


bite, danger of bite of black widow spiders; being kicked or trampled 
by horses; gored by cows. B1;G0;T1. 


. Not used. 
. Not used. 


G 88%; T 
2%. B 23; G 6; T 29. 


Traffic, etc.: has been run over in street or almos 
brakes of a car; got under stationary car; injure 
truck, bus, or trolley. B 5; G 0; T5. 


t run over; took off 
d by hitching on a 


sled, coaster, roller skates, other 
vehicles used by child himself or when playing with or exposed to play 


of others. B 2; G 0; T 2. 
has started fires. B 6; G 0; T 6. 


falling out of bed, climbing 


into and upsetting а box of bottles. B 2; GO; T 2. 
g alone to places, 


or with other children. B 1; G 0; ТІ. 
chanical 


equipment. B 1; G 0; T 1. 
ectrical connections and ap- 


pliances, gas jets. B 2; G 0; T 2. 
s hrough use of automobile. B 0; 


Gil qut 


from child's own rashness, careless- 


nes. B2; G3; T 5. 


. Not used. 
. Not used. 
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M. Injuries or near-injuries resulting from child playing with telephone, 


radio, etc. B1; G0; T 1. 


N. Attacks by animals: bitten by dog, antirabies and antitetanus neces- 


sary; finger bitten by fox. B 0; G2; T 2. 


O. Not used. 


Р; 


Miscellaneous accidents and injuries: choking, suffocating, tearing 


ligaments, getting obstructions in nose, throat; broken glasses cause in- 
jury to eyes, etc. B 1; G0; T 1. 


14. Difficulties, deprivations due to lack of means. B 2396; G 2196; T 


А. 


+ Insufficient money for necessities: food, good housing, 
- Some difficulty in making ends meet or sa 


- Insufficient funds or difficulty in budgetin, 


- Inability to afford social amenities, including 


22%. B 157; С 142; T 299. 


Parental time, attention available for children curtailed by reason of 
long hours spent by father or mother or both at earning a livelihood: 
father works long hours, no time with children; mother works outside 
home; mother too busy by reason of inability to afford a maid; chil- 
dren have to be *parked" with grandparent; father has to work away 
from home, and can come home only for week ends. B 21; G 24; T 45. 

care of family 
in illness or emergency; difficulty in earning good living (including 


problem of unemployment); necessity to impress economy upon chil- 
dren depresses them. B 34; G 28; T 62. 


ving for the future (but 
without serious deprivation) : insufficient moncy for various forms of 


recreation or luxury; relatively inexpensive amusements; cannot afford 
to go to movies together. B 45; G 30; T 75, 


£ for providing or planning 
desired educational or cultural opportunities for children, including 
special provisions such as books; cannot send boy to desired college; 
to provide child with books family must skimp on other things; 
ents or family must forego other things to send children to school. 
В 26; С 16; T 42. 


1. For nonschool, general cultural purposes.: B 19; G 13; «35. 

2. Insufficiency of funds for school materials and tuition, college, etc. 
(See also 34E17). B 8; G 3; T 11. , 
Curtailment of parental ambition, outlets: physician must devote so 
much energy and income to family he cannot afford to do research: 
new business opening of promise cannot be taken because it me 
sitates being away from family; father resents being tied down as to 
choice of work by wife's family prestige. В 4; G 6; T 10. 


inferiorities and frus- 


1. 


iB 
K. 


14X. Child's negative or undesirabl 


‚ Specifically mentioned 


. Difficulties in adjusting to 


. General negativism: resista 


. Resistance to certain set of rules, 
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trations related thereto: child refuses social invitations because he can- 
not reciprocate; cannot keep up with the Joneses so have little social 
life; cannot afford to give favors at parties so have no parties; cannot 
make social engagements because of expense of having maid or baby 


sitter stay with children. B 1; G 4; T 5. 
complaints, expressions of regret, sorrow, etc., 


by children attributed to factors stemming from lack of means; child 
resents limitations their friends do not have; children deplore lack of 
attention from working mother; children sometimes rebellious if 
parents do not make sacrifices; child comments feelingly about more 
expensive Christmas presents received by wealthier neighbor's child; 
child fails to understand cost of things he wants; child had to leave 


Boy Scouts because of lack of money for uniform. B 7; G 11; T 18. 
lowered standard of living brought about 


by business reverses, loss of revenue, etc., higher prices due to war. 


B 10; С 15; T Ж. үз». 
Difficulties in managing specific aspects of child rearing: would like 


to give allowance, cannot afford it, B.1; G-4; T 5: | 
Stringency due to unexpected or emergency outlays: hospital bill cut 
into budget. B 1; G 1; T Z: | 
Father’s unemployment causes tension, 


dren. B5; G4; T 9. 


depression, etc., affecting chil- 


е reactions to authority (Except school 
when mentioned specifically as school); negativism; disrespect; criti- 
disobedience; lack of appreciation (Except item re 


art). (Classified here are items regarding general stubbornness, “child 


hard to manage,” disobedience, etc; that are described in a context of 
hips connected with discipline. If child 


cism; complaints; 


practical parent-child relations 


is described as having а generall 
factory personality traits, item classified in 


B 120; G 123; T 243. 


y “stubborn disposition” or as having 


other generalized unsatis 
Category 20.) В 18%; С 17%; T 18%. 
псе, negativism, described as such at any 


age (distinguished from other more specific or temporary expressions 
of disobedience, resistance): stubborn, hard to manage, naughty at 
home; does not come when called; wants to argue over every request 


or order; teases, sulks, cries for forbidden things. В 28; С 35; Т 63. 
prohibitions, household demands: 


child finds household routine, requirements in etiquette, etc, un- 
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reasonable; regards regulations as arbitrary, or involving action suit- 
able only for servants or others; stays away from a party rather than 
come home at time fixed by Parent; reads in bed, then will not get up 
to turn out the light. B 8; G 13; T 21. 

С. Resistance to specific lines of instruction or training: child and mother 
become “enemies” as mother tries to teach child to read; child objects 4 
to arithmetic instruction at home. В 95:775; T 16; 

D. Is impudent, disrespectful, talks back, “sasses,” is “fresh.” B 24; G 23; 

T4. 
1. Is "fresh" to parent or parents. B 20; G 18; T 38. | 
2. Is “fresh” to others. В 5: Gió: T 11. | 

E. Disobedience or dawdling in connection with concrete duties and 
demands (except art) : refuses to run errands (If chores or continuing 
or recurring projects or duties are involved, item classified under 
Category 7, chores, duties) ; dawdler: dawdling in selection of toys; in- 
ability to make choices, etc., while shopping, necessitates peremptory 
parental techniques; temporizes, uses diversionary tactics to evade 
prompt execution of routine requirements; sits in bath "for hours." 
B 28; G16; T44, — 

F. Insubordination or disobedience in an emergency: refuses to come to 
father when called in dangerous traffic; runs away from home. B 1; 
G5; T 6. 

G. Capricious in demands, never satisfied, nothin 
asks for one thing, then immediately for ano 
rebellious. B 1; G3; T4. 

Н. Treats parents’ behavior or discipline with condesce 
chicanery, Sarcasm, or rage: child laughs when par 
“You are so funny”; is furious when criticize 
Parent at every opportunity. B 1; G 2; T 3. 

I. Is critical of parents? attitudes, behavior, mannerisms: asks mother to 
do for herself what mother has asked another to do; criticizes mother’s 
dress; believes outsiders in preference to parents, B 5; G3: T8; 

J. Not used. E 

K. "Naughty" or malicious (with intent, as describe, 
annoyance-or to “get a rise,” as distinguished from immature Some 
witting or uncalculated or clumsy or accidental acts); acts causing in- 
convenience, annoyance, untidiness, extra work; smears things oat 
floor after reprimand; scatters objects; takes cutlery off table; handles 
father’s precious books after having been scolded; blows ashes out of 


tray when denied a privilege; sets fires in school as retaliation, В 5; 
G7; T 12. d 


8 ever good enough: 
ther; is unpredictably 


nsion, laughter, 


ents scold, says, 
d; takes advantage of 


d by Parent, to cause 


Er 
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Not used. 


. Dissatisfaction with provision for care, amusement: child has well- 


equipped play yard but will not use it; makes unfavorable comparisons 
between gifts he has received and gifts received by neighbors' children 
(If question of cost is involved, item tallied in Category 14, not here). 
BG G3;T 9. 

Child fails to appreciate or recognize that parent is a person of sub- 
stance in his own right: looks on parent as a convenient combination 
of drudge and master; is ungrateful. (No items.) 


. Exhibits jealousy (other than toward sibling, as in Category 18). B 2; 


G2: T4. 


Ignores parents’ advice, admonitions, reasoning: goes own way in 
spite of warnings, etc. B 1; G3; T 4. 


Difficulties with, shortcomings of maids, servants, and their relations 


with children. B 6%; G 496; T 5%. B 46; С 29; T 75. 
Generally incompetent with children. B 1; G 1; T 2. 


- Maid generally inefficient, tardy, not up to desired standard of com- 


petence, causes inconvenience, etc.: has personal habits that are un- 
pleasant or trying; leaves housework undone to play with child in 
mother's absence; leaving child in care of maid who cannot provide as 
good care as the parent, etc.; maid gets drunk and neglects child. 


B эг С 7: T 2. 


- Maid incompetent with respect to specific aspects of child care. B 4; 


(OSE M: 

1. Not used. f И? : 

2. Promotes “harmful emotional reactions": instills fears, prudery in 
child. B2; G1; T 3. i Д 

3. Not careful regarding child’s safety: lets child get into danger; 


not sufficiently cleanly. B0; G1; T1. 
4. Child learns bad habits of speech, routine, posture, or receives 
wrong information or impressions from the maid: maid handles 


child’s questions poorly. B 2; G 1; T 3. 


. Disciplinary. B 4; G 3; T 7. 
1 


. Maid opposes or nullifies parental discipline (or aids child in cir- 
cumventing it: provides forbidden food for child on diet; standards 
are different or lower than mother's; lets child from South play with 
Negroes. B 3; G 3; T 6. 

2. Maid's discipline unsatisfactory : lets child do as he pleases or is over- 
strict or cruel. B 2; G0; T 2. 
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m= 
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- Child objects to maid’s interferenc 


- Child overattached to maid: inco 
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Maid or manservant ob 
В3; 63; Тб. 


Maid assumes undesired responsibilities and prerogatives: wants to 
dress child who can dress himself. B 4; G 4; T8. 


; ild's ; ; e 
jects to child's interference with work, et 


. Not used. 
- Maid tries to steal child's a 


" à жү inst 
ffections: tries to create prejudice ко 
one ог both parents; arouses jealousy in Parent; is jealous of parent. 
В1;С0;Т1. 


€ or ways of behaving: maid too 
stupidity; child resents maid who 

illness or other troubles; child is im- 
pudent to maid; child resents having maid do what he can do for 
himself; child refuses to obey 


maid; refuses to permit new maid to 
care for him when nurse leaves. B 5;G3; Т3. 


peremptory; child resents maid’s 
is bad-tempered by reason of 


nsolable when maid leaves, B 2; G0; 
T2 
Difficulties in procuring, 


keeping maid; difficulties in adjustment to 
1r 


maid or succession of maids. B 10; G 5; 


15. 
L. Presence of maid, or past servi i 


15X. Problems and dissatisfactions 


B. 


ing child good work habits 


ices of maid being taken 
by child on undemocratic basis. В 6; G 0; T c. Lg s 


With respect to doctors, 


nurses, medi- 
B9; G 2ST 32 


cal care. B 2%; С 496; T 3%. 


Ption, recommendations ineffec- 

| c Part. B7; G 13; T 20. 

1. Failure to diagnose correctly or to cure longstanding difficulty: 
doctor unable to find cause of daily temperature lasting for months; 
clinic failed to find cause or cure for nosebleed, В 2. G 2: T 4. 

- Faulty or fumbling recommendations with respect © diet or other 
aspects of physical care, etc. В 23:G3; Ts. 

3. Faulty or too exacting or ineffective recom 
to behavior difficulties (e.g., thumb-sucking, enuresis); advice to 
put book in bed to keep child from lying on back, as cure for night- 
mare, failed to work. B 3; G 8; T 11. 


Dissatisfaction with personal or professional qualities of one doctor 


N 


mendations with respect 


оо 


16. 


. One parent's dissatisfactions 
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compared with another (Favorable item tallied in Satisfaction Category 


15X). B0;G1;T1. 


. Emotional sequelae of medical treatment. B 0; G 4; T 4. 
. Difficulties in meeting expense of 


medical care. B 2; G5; T 7. 


Unsatisfactory or unfavorable qualities or conditions relating to spouse, 

relatives. B 22%; С 26%; T 24%. В 241; G 261; T 502. 

concerning spouse. B 103; G 112; T 215; 

1. Spoils, is too lenient. B 8; С 19; T 27. 

2. Is too harsh, stern, overexacting: insists on too rigid discipline; 
allows too little freedom; overly critical (including criticism of 
traits he himself exhibits to excess); complains that other parent 
or other adults are too lenient, spoil the child; is intolerant of 
childish foibles; frets unduly when child cries (Includes items in- 
volving general policy of strictness or desire for more discipline 
than other parent imposes with respect to a given aspect of be- 
havior) ; did not want child and does not love it. B 24; G 27; T 51. 

3. Is jealous. B 4; G 5; T 9. but 

4. Neglects, does not enjoy child or like to play with it. B6; G3; T9. 

5. Gainsays the other parent: undermines discipline, intervenes, takes 
the child's part against other parent; secretly turns on the bed- 
room light after other parent had announced it should be turned 
off; counsels children in ways of evading or going counter to 
other parent's directions; encourages behavior other parent does 


not like. B5; G 6; T 11. i 
. Expresses suspicion or distrust or criticism of spouse in the chil- 


dren's presence. B 10; G 5; T 15. 
. Is mean, induces fear, ill-tempered, overly cross, unsympathetic, 
unjust in punishment. B 4; G2; T 6 А 
8. Is disliked by child, does not have close or cordial relations with 
child: does not identify self with child; publicizes child’s faults 
(including overdependence on опе parent associated with dislike 
of the other); boy will not ask father or girl ask mother questions 
regarding sex; stepparent is distrusted by child; child will not 


confide. B 7; С 8; Т 15. 
9. Threatens but does not carr 


10. Teases too much. B 0; G 2; T2: i | 
11. Blames spouse for children’s behavior, including behavior parent 


reporting may be partly responsible for: father leaves papers where 
small child can get them, then scolds mother. B 1; G 1; T 2. 


an 


N 


y out punishment. B 1; G 0; T 1. 
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12. 
13; 


14. 


15. 


16. 


17. Takes sides as between tw. 


- Cannot command obedience, 
. Is overprotective, overpaterna] 


- Fails to understand child’ 


- Difficulties arising out of or i 


- Is inconsistent in attitude or be 


‚ Dislikes traits in child of which 
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Child is jealous of attentions to spouse. B 1 SGT - 
Special difficulties arising from fact of divorce or separation 


from fact unmarried mother has four children with different 
fathers, B 7; G3; T 10, 


Special peculiarities or weak 
so child is deprived of pet; 
dislikes picnics, 
have no dog; 


nesses of spouse: is allergic to animals, 
is “nervous,” so cannot endure noises 
so family seldom has one; hates dogs, so children 
had poor upbringing, so finds it difficult to be as 
helpful to his children as he would like; tie to own parents makes 
for difficulty in own family. B8; G 1250 20. 


Disapproves provisions or tules of behavior favored by other par- 
ent. В 19; С 19; T 38. 


Leaves all or most of management of children to the other parent; 
does not do just sh 


are: evades responsibility; leaves discipline, е9 
of child to spouse; is careless, not responsible, not helpful. B 24; 
С 21; T 45, 


© or more children in family, has favorites, 
O or more children, or shows реш 
several children (Included here even i 


ant of this and is on guard against its 
manifestations), B2;G2;T 4. 


is partial to one of tw 


- Not used. 
- Sets poor example, lacks high stan 


ts p dards, has poor ethics; gloats in 
child’s presence over sharp Practices; 


lls li i ild hears. 
B1; 60; T1. tells lies which child 


respect. B 3; G 1; T4, 


ә Á > Overmaternal. В 0). 8 
‚ Parents disagree, child takes sides with one. B qs MIN 
. Has difficulty in unbending, entering in Ї А j 


not able to be chummy; to 


to easy relation with child, 
B 4; G 6; T 10. 


O tired to Pay attention to children. 


5 motives, 


B5 GI T6. pertonality, needs 


attitudes. 
n i uh 4. 

: з: сеппе ith incompatibility, 
sexual or otherwise, of parents, inclu ме 


is or is not contemplated or pending. В 3G 10; T 25 


havior toward child А 
: en— lave 
ful and romping, now harsh, strict and unyielding, B Der b 


other parent арртоуеѕ, В 5; G 1; 
T 6. 


ВА 


. Parent's dissatisfactions concerning t 
relatives, or statemen 
attitude and advice create a problem si 

T. 


оз 


е 


со 


. Relatives too harsh, stern, 


. Jealous. B 0; G4; T 4. 
. Relatives neglect the c 


. Relatives gainsay t 


. Express suspicion 0 


. Not used. 
. Disliked or seem 
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. Spouse's drinking causes difficulty; mother obliged to get court 


order to have husband's wages paid to her. B 7; G 5; T 12. 


. Desertion by spouse. B 12; G 9; T 2L. 
. Infidelity of spouse. B 4; G О 
‚ Not used. 


. Spouse is dictatorial, intolerant, miserly, overly prying as to ex- 


penditures. B 2; С 2; T 4. 
Father has so misrepresented f 
uncertain of her status both as сі 


‘acts about himself that mother is 
tizen and as wife. B 1; G1; T 2. 
he grandparents. and/or other 
t that relative’s presence in home or relative’s 
tuation. B 34; G 50; T 84. 

Relatives spoil, too lenient, doting, too liberal with materials 
and/or money, or think parent too harsh or not sufficiently len- 
ient, too indulgent, too attentive to child's wishes. B 9; G 12; T 21. 
overexacting, insist on too rigid dis- 
cipline, allow too little freedom, overly critical (including criti- 
cism of traits they themselves exhibit to excess): complain that 
parents or other adults are too lenient, spoil the child; are intol- 
erant of childish foibles; unduly affected by child's noise, crying, 
etc.; impatience leads to instability in children. B 9; G 10; T 19. 


hild, misunderstand him, do not realize the 
child's nature. B 2; G 3; T 5. 

he parent: undermine discipline, intervene, take 
the child’s part against parent; counsel children in ways of evading 
or going counter to parent’s directions; encourage behavior parent 
does not like; undermine child’s confidence in parent; cause con- 
fusion by differences in standards. B 1; G 4; T 5. 

г distrust of parent in the children’s presence. 


B1;G0;T1. 


ingly disapproved by child: do not have close or 
cordial relations with child; child “bawls out” grandparents; grand- 


parents do not identify self with child; publicize child’s faults. 


B5;G4 T9. 


. Not used. 
. Teas 
. Not used. 
. Not used. 
. Not used. 


e too much. B 0; G 1; ДЕ 
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za 


15. 


16. 


17.Sex problems: sex interests, practices; 
B 12%; G 9%; Т 10%. B 76; G 56; Т 132. 


Care or discipline of children complicated b 
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- Special peculiarities or weaknesses of grandparents: cannot tolerate 


dog in home. B3; G 3; T 6. 

Relatives disapprove or refuse aid in provisions and attitudes fa- 
vored by parent: disagreement as to place of abode; physical in- 
conveniences associated with living in grandparents’ home; rela- 
tives give too much bad advice. B AGITA 

Leave all or most of management of children to the parent: do 
not do just share, evade responsibility, leave discipline of child to 
parent, etc.; are careless, not responsible. B 0; G 2: T X. 

Take sides: have favorites; are partial to one of two or more chil- 


dren; show partiality against one or more of several children. В 3; 
ESTE 


- Teach fear; give misinformation; false sex information. B 0:615 


T 1, 


. Not used. 

- Monopolize child. B 0; С 1511 
- Cannot command obedience, respect. B 0; G ШТ. 
‚ Overprotective, afraid to let child ste 


р out on his own, given to 
warning, etc. B 0; G 4; T 4. 


- Not used. 
‚ Grandparent or other relative meddles, advises, 


goads, argues, 
prompts, tries to direct. B 3; G 6; T 9. 
y presence of grand- 


parent or other relatives; makes family of too many adults, too 


few children. B 9; G 11; T 20. 


heterosexual adjustments. 


A. Masturbation, fondles self, etc. B3; G2; T 5, 
B. Sex play (younger children). B 1; G OST А 


de 
2 


С. Actual or suspected sexual relations with ot 
puberty. B 6; G 2; T 8. 


1. 


2: 


With own sex, actual or suspected. (No items.) 
With other sex, actual or suspected. B 1; G 0; T 1. 


hers by child at or near 

Sibling. B4; G1; T 5. 

4. Actual evidence plus continuing concern. (No items.) 

5. Concern without evidence, or partly on Suspicion: is afraid to 
let siblings be in room without supervision. В аттЫ 

Non-sibling of other sex. В 2; G 1; T 3. 

a. Actual evidence plus continuing concern. (No items.) 


D. Anticipated sex problem or anticipated d 


E. Peeping, snickering attitude: d 


F. Parental perplexity, embarras 


G. Boy-girl, girl-boy 


Н. Boy or girl physically larger or more 


PROBLEMS CATEGORIES 207 


b. Concern without evidence, or partly on suspicion: is afraid to 
let children be alone in room without supervision. B2; G 1; T 3. 


3. Adult. (No items.) 
4. Homosexual. B 2; G 0; T 2. 

a. Actual evidence plus continuing concern. (No items.) 
vithout evidence, or partly on suspicion: is afraid to 
rvision. B 2; G0; T 2. 
ifficulty or perplexity in fu- 
of parent who desires to provide whole- 
rain as to how best to do so: child 
ite sex; danger of illicit relations. B 6; 


b. Concern v 
let children be in room without supe 


ture on part of child or on part 
some guidance but is not ce 
emotionally outgoing to oppos 


G4; T 10. 
iscusses subject in smutty way with 


other children, overinterested in topic. B 2; G 3; Ts 

sment, or failure regarding sex instruc- 
tion: telling “facts of life,” informing child concerning proprieties, 
answering child's questions about sexual matters; child very interested 
in sex questions beyond his ability to comprehend; boy 6 puzzled at 
reprimand by teacher for kissing girl on playground; parent does not 
know how or when to instruct; perplexed by girl's unselfconscious 
request that visiting boy sleep with her; perplexed as to how to correct 
false ideas; concern that sex instruction be given fully; boy asked 
father questions which he was unwilling to answer, boy no longer 
inquires. B 27; G 10; T 37. 


activities: girl a coquette; boy a lady-killer; attach- 


pient courtship with possible sexual implications; 
boy friend"; girl (boy) asks permission to 
antic interest in other sex; "boy- 
flirtatious; gossip in neighborhood 


ments, crushes, inci 
girl asks “when can I have 
have date, shows precocious rom 


crazy" girl; “girl-crazy” boy; very 
about girl with several boy friends rather than one; married when too 


young; precocious attractiveness to opposite sex; girl dances overmuch 
with one partner; travels with “fast” crowd; parental worry with re- 
spect to possible poor choice of mate; too many beaux interfere with 


work; eloped and made a poor marriage. B 7; G 18; T25: 
mature in physical development 


ard child as older, or more attractive, or more 


than average: others re 
a Я his actual age, thereby exposing 


responsible than other children of š r 
him to difficulties he is not ready to handle; is attractive, has urges 


or temptations disproportionate to his mental and social maturity; 
seems oversexed ог sex-precocious. B1; G2; ГОЗ, 
I. Not used. 
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J. Attitude of unconcern, lack of interest, or derision, or juvenile cyni- 
cism with respect to opposite sex: “all girls are sissies”; “all boys аге 
brutes”; not interested in sex; boy pulls girls’ hair, snatches ribbons, 
etc., “is a terror to the girls”; girl calls all boys in her class by insulting 
names. B 11; G2; T 13. 

K. Girl too lacking in femininity, boy too lacking in masculinity: “sissy 
boy,” “tomboy girl” (including young boy’s preference for girl play- 


mates or young girl’s preference for boy playmates). B 2; G 3; T > 
L. Child's attitudes of reticence, avoidance of topic, shame, guilt, embar- 


rassment: anxiety about possible misstep, regards sex as indecent; 
overmodest boy 6 will not take bath in Presence of father; girl’s tend- 
ency to depressed state of mind when menstruating; regards with 
aversion possibility that parents have sexual intercourse; girl's resent- 
ment of expected menstrual experience causes big scene. B2; G3; Т5. 
M. Child's problem in connection with misinformation by adults or chil- 
dren: objects to kissing every date ood-bye; ob; ing un- 
less there is sincere HR thinks АК Pe physical 


contact without real affection; finds attentions of opposite sex some 
what boorish, ill-mannered. В 1,64; Ts 


- Child unattractive to opposite sex, В 06G1T1 


‚ Does not exhibit normal interest in Opposite sex at stage of maturity 
when parent thinks child should be interested; interested but too shy 
to get along well with other sex, В 5G2;T6 

P. Marriage opportunities limited; marria e Ee wh deem 

; E arents deen 
unsuitable. B 1; G 0; T 1. Ў на 


OZ 


18. Siblings relationships: jealousy; hostile or Overprotective or overcom- 
petitive behavior; demands for equality of treatment, etc? В 31%; 
G 319%; T 31%. В 209; С 199; T 408. р 
А. Jealousy, general dislike, etc., CDVY; resents attention to sib at home 
and/or by outsiders: symptoms of dj 
with coming of or in response to p 
"babyish" ways, wants to be fed; reverts to earlier habits of elimina- 
tion, etc.; one child disturbed by fact that sib equals or surpasses in 
, ability, charm, etc., etc.; child feels Parents love her Jess than they love 
sib, complains parents are partial. B 24; G 39; T 63 у 
В. Jealousy ог hostility with specific accompan i m А 
11а the population of 1,137 children, 480 b Ying subsidiary acts, posing 


E 2 oys and 4 
Percentages are computed on this basis rather th; 


69 girls had one or more siblings. 
in other categories. 


an on the basis of the total population, as 


н 


— 


. Fighting, friction, bickering, impatience, teasing 


‚ Child assumes authority and d 


. Not jealous, but determined each to 


. Peculiar problems due to w 


. Is neglectful of sibling, does not 
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additional problems: children fight, hit, quarrel over possessions; 
child is glad when sib is punished. B 6; G 73 T 13; 


C. Jealousy extreme, of a nature that leads parents to be anxious con- 


cerning sibs’ safety; cannot trust them together. B3; G3; T 6. 


. Demands for equality .or reciprocity or priority in possessions, gifts, 


care, attention, provisions, or for more than own share: demands for 
similarity or better in privileges; envies privileges or exemptions of 
other, including demand by one for privileges that may be hazardous, 
unsuited, or impractical for the other (older safe in traffic, younger 
not; both therefore must be held back); brother gets attention when 
sick, sister, not sick, demands privilege of staying home and receiving 
similar attention; child's constant attitude that he is not getting his 


share, whether with or without jealousy of sib; older child tends to 
ds. B 14; G 15; T 29. 


demand same attention younger child nee 
between siblings 


(without specific reference to jealousy), resentment at bossing; chil- 
dren get on each other's nerves temperamentally; undue competition 
—younger wants to “nose into” older’s doings, older is annoyed. B 81; 


G59; T 140. 
isciplinary role with sib, fosters undue 


dependence of sib, or resentment of controls: is selfish with toys; bosses, 
is too domineering; exercises domination by ruses and wiles (older 
gives younger role of “hostess” who must wait on older “guest”); uses 
sib as tool; imposes ОП sib, “takes out” resentment against parents on у 
younger sib. B 6; С 6; T 12. Р 

Older or younger child, or one of twins “spoils” or has unwholesome 
influence on the other: too attentive, overprotective, “babies” or sub- 
servient; fights sib’s battles for him, not sufficient reciprocity. B 9; 


G7; T 16. \ 
do as he likes regardless of sib; 


each unwilling to be dominated by other; competitive pace difficult 
for younger; not congenial, cannot play happily together. B 5; G 6; 


dels 
ride age difference: two sisters 16 months 


apart, then; after 5 years, а boy; boy 8 years younger than brother tried 


too hard to be his equal. B 10; G 55 T 15. е 

exercise due responsibility. B 4; G 0; 
T 4. 

'Too much devotion and attachme 
arated from the other, or when оће 


nt: one very unhappy when sep- 
r is hurt; sib will copy every man- 
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nerism and habit of older sib; 4-year-old picks up 5-weck-old baby to 
caress her. B 4; G3; T 7. А 
‚ Takes superior ог condescending attitude toward sibling: is smug with 
respect to likes, characteristics, foibles of the other. B 6; G 4; T 10. 
M. Miscellaneous practical difficulties by virtue of having two or more 
children. B 35; С 42:7 775. | 
1. Difficulty in providing joint or shared activity: toys for five chil- 
dren make too many for playroom; storytelling or reading suited 
to one not suited to the other; younger likes one game or activity 
or purchase or form of entertainment, older likes more mature or 
different enterprise; one or the other gets tired of yielding and is 
impatient at delay when adjustment to disparate interests is made; 
difficulty of adjusting to diverse interests. B 16; G 12; T 28. 
2. One child breaks, takes, or otherwise interferes with other’s pos- 
sessions (Item put elsewhere if apparently deliberate or malicious). 
Bid: GS 3: T 8. 

- Younger child wants to tag along 
older or desire for companionshi 
older's range of activities or caus 
СИ. 

- Special provisions and саге required by one child interfere with 
parental attention to the other: one child must sleep alone though 

he should room with another; one child sickly, requires more care 

than can be devoted to the other, resulting in some deprivation 
for the other; mother has to leave baby with 6-year-old girl while 

she takes boy to clinic. B 5; G 12: "T 71 

One child bears brunt or is buffer or Subject to difficulties because 

of behavior of siblings: two older children gang up on younger; 

two or more sibs gang up against a sib; oldest and youngest put 
blame on middle child, or two compete for favor ог attention from 

third. B2; G 0; T 2. 

6. Tattling by one sib concerning other, B 1,66; T7. 

7. Difficulty in making purchas 

8. Older objects to younger ha 
them. B 1; G1; T 2. 

9. Not used. 

10. Older, duller, less attractive child resents the 
child catching up with him Or surpassing him in any way: be- 
comes irritable and angry with abler yo 


unger sib; mother holds 
bright child back to keep older from being unhappy. B 3805 
'T 10. 


шә 


by reason of attachment to the 
P and activity; interferes with 
es inconvenience to older. B 0; 


E 


Sn 


es for common use, (No items.) 
ving privileges earlier than older had 


younger, brighter 


19. 


ш> 


‚ Slow growth; slow maturing. B 0; G 
. Physique. B 21; С 11; T 32. 


- Departures from what is norma 


. Behavior regarded as more or less по! 


- Complications associated with per! 


. Puberal changes described as indu 
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11. Comments or praise from outsiders regarding one child make dif- 
ficulties in relation to another child: physically less attractive child 
needs help to gain attention from others. B 3; G 2; T 5. 


. Envy (in setting not described as containing jealousy as in A, B, C 


above) with respect to specific matters, such as appearance, size, etc. 
(If such matters are described in connection with child who exhibits 
jealousy as in A, B, C, no additional tally here). B 1; G 1; T 2. 


Developmental problems: normal but difficult behavior; progress too 
fast or too slow or too uneven; undesired physique. B 5%; С 5%; 


T 5%. В 33; С 30; T 63. 
4; T 4. 


1. Too thin. B 10; G 5; T 15. 
2. Too short. B 1; G0; T 1. 
3. Too fat, adipose, large. B б; G2: T8, 
4. Too tall. B2; G1; T 3. 
5. Too small. B4; G4; T 8. 
lor desired in physical development. 
B2; G8; T 10. 

1. Physical: teething (malformation, 


beral, etc. B1; G4; T 5. | 
2. Behavioral development: walking, talking. B 1; G 4; T 5. 
rmal at a given age but making 


malocclusion, etc.), genital, pu- 


for difficulty. B 4; G 1; T 5. 

1. Not used. 

2. "Getting into things" аһ 
13Х); “messing,” making 
ers, etc.; sweeping things off ta 
distinguished from No. 14XL). 


azardous to child, item is put in Category 
for untidiness; opening doors and draw- 
ble (Subtotaled with Category 8; 
B 4; G1; T 5. 

od of very rapid growth or with 
process of growing, developing; induce special difficulties or stresses 
(other than. puberal): child has "awful time while teething; diffi- 
culties with baby teeth; “growing pains”; premature birth making 


difficult delivery; infant care very difficult. B 3216 3; T 6. 
cing special stresses (Here tallied 


stresses due to puberty that are 


fact that puberty is assigned as cause i 
jate categories): boy objects to 


mentioned are tallied in other appropr 
shaving. B 1; G2; T 3. 
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r Е £ ga € tempera- 
20. Unfavorable or undersirable personality traits, qualities of temp 


А : Я р unt of 
ment, character. (The intent of this category is to take acco 


es ; PRA 035 ; istinguished 
qualities described as traits in the child's personality as disting 


d 
from forms of behavior specifically related to parental dem 
wishes or other specific pressures. See note in Category 14XA. 
29%; G 36%; T 33%. B 292; G 334; T 626. 

A. Characteristics re 


Я i 5 
presenting physical ог mental inertia, sluggishness 
hypoactivity. B 43; G31; T 74. 


- Apathy. B2; G S8 IBS 

‚ Laziness. B 2318259 10: 

- Phlegm, lack of enthusiasm. B 1; G 213. 

+ Inattentiveness, “mental absence.” B 4; G 0; T 4. ions 
‚ Lack of resourcefulness in finding things to do: needs suggestions, 


2 ЖОГУ : when 
Prompting, or participation by someone else; at loose ends | a 
left to own resources; not a self-starter, cannot work or play alone, 
waits for parents’ О.К. before a 


cing. B5; G 0; T 5. I. oes 
Habitual slowness (apparently not physiological), including ten 
ency to procrastinate. B 10; G 4; T 14, 
E Conservative, 


Vp d DS PN rn 


e 


N 


reluctant to try anything 
venture or experience; dis- 
» does poorly against odds. B 7; G 6; T 13. 

i ition, enterprise: satisfied with poor pet 
formance; performs b general willingness to be 
second-rate. B 7; G 7; T 14 

. Lack of persistence, Stick-to-itiveness: 
hard; easily bored, starts things and [сау 
(CoB an iy 

10. Irresponsibility, including lack of c 

ings; lack of Conscientiousness, B 1;G2; тз, 

Likes to “go with the crowd,” no desire for leadership or distinc- 

tion or notable achievement, B 3362; T 5, j 

B. Characteristics representing an excess of physical ог mental activity: 

action without thought; hyperactivity, B 15; G 10; T 25. 
1. Rashness (Does not include developmental imbalance between abil- 


ity to get into things and judgment; see Е К тр 
under 13J). B2; G3; T 5. Р 


2. Importunate, impatient of delay, quick, impatient with 
counsels of rest of the family or others. B 6; G 4; T 10, 
3. Boisterous, full of mischief, “hoodlum,” 


со 
Ed 
2 
С 
A 
о 
Fn 
E 
[st 
B 
[sr 
z 
9 


No 


. H 15 
Bives up when going З 
es them unfinished. В 105 


oncern about own shortcom- 


11. 


insistent, 


by reason, apparently of 
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high animal spirits: full of “Tarzan”; so overactive as to become 
tired, tense, and cross every day; noisy in public. B 8; G5; T 13. 


С. Characteristics representing self-assertive, “dominant,” aggressive, self- 
confident qualities in response to or in attitude toward others; in 


response to demands of society; 
in methods of gaining own 


1. 
2. 


3. 
te 


oo ч е 


Ке] 


10. 


108 
1, 


13. 


. Bully: grabber, wants о 
. Cruel streak, including cruelty 
Too talkative, argumentative, 8; 


. Competitive, overcompetitive, inc 


. Selfish, attention-demanding, 


for bearing responsibility for others; 
desires from others. B 56; G 87; T 143. 
Quick-tempered, irascible, hot-tempered, bad-tempered, cross; low 
anger threshold. B 9; G 10; T 19. 
Aggressiveness, pugnacity (Specific unpleasant aggressive acts put 
in Category 25). B 5;G 9; T 14. 
Vandalistic, destructive tendencies. B 1; G 0; T 1. 
Poor sport, poor loser (ina sel-assertive manner as distinguished 
from running away): tendency to complain, is readily aggrieved, 
“can’t take it"; very angry when “bluff is called"; demands game 
be played by his rules or he won't play. B 8:G3; ТП. 
ther children's toys, takes them, fights to 
keep them. B 4; С 1; T5. 
to animals. B 0; G 1; T 1. 
arrulous. B 4; G 10; T 14. 
luding disposition to suffer if sur- 
passed by others. В 2; G5; T 7. 
demands too many favors: “smarty,” 
oughtful, egoistic; wants other children’s toys 
but will not share his; complaining, fussy, insistent on having 
desired items even if parents cannot afford them; unsympathetic 
when own desires come into play; “gold digger”; so independent 
and self-reliant as to be unable to sense the rights of others. B 195 


G 32; T 51. 
Show-off: has 


inconsiderate, not th 


inflated notion of own importance or value of own 
ideas, assumes superior attitude; wants center of stage, unduly 
over-dramatizes self; shows condescension to others; plays to gal- 
lery, boasts а good deal; capitalizes good looks; baby likes to get 
attention, then “perform.” B 8; G 7; dU by 

Bossy. B 4; G 15297197 

Headstrong ОГ unyielding: stubborn, self-willed, persistent in de- 
mands; unwilling to concede error or weakness; unwilling to 
apologize; stoical to the extreme. B 2; G 11; T 13. 

Sly, crafty, secretive: disposition to try to cause ill feeling between 
fellows; given to sharp practices in getting or doing what he wants; 
unfair in playing games, tries to see how much he can “get away 


with.” B 2; G 5; T 5. 
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14. Quarrelsome disposition (as distinguished from episodic quarrels 
in everyday social relationships of children). B 2; GO T 4. А 
Self-effacing, withdrawing, submissive, unaggressive, self-doubting 
characteristics in response or attitude to others, demands of society, 

responsibility to others, etc. B 41; G59; T 100. . 

l. Shyness: has a naturally retiring disposition; quiet, not aggres- 
sively friendly; shuns limelight. B 17; G 26; T 43. Ls 

- Disposition to be afraid, overly susceptible to fear, not physically 
courageous: timidity in relation to events which normally are not 


regarded as fearinspiring; cautious, not venturesome or daring. 
B9: G 13; T 22. 


3. Shows feeling of inadequacy: needs constant praise, lacking in self- 
reliance, self-confidenc 


е, feels inferior, insecure, needs much backing 

up, protection and help; overly self-conscious, easily embarrassed; 
evades opportunities and honors by reason of lack of self-confidence. 
B 15; G 18; T 33. 

4. Unaggressive, lacks spunk, is a “sissy” 
much as would please father or mothe 
others; does not stand up for his rights; accepts too literally the 
“mother knows best” attitude; never argues or discusses the point 
when mother makes ruling. B 11; G 9: T 20. 


5. Overactive conscience: strong sense of guilt, shame, flagellates self 
for error. B3; G IST 


- Tendency toward anxiety: 

ing kind." B 0; G2: T 2. 

E. Temperamental lacks, immaturities, or excesses. B 76; G 85; T 161. 
1 


- Irritability (opposite of placidity) : fussed or cranky or aroused to 
protest by stimuli ineffe 


ctive with more placid children, B6; G6; 
T 12. 
2. Oversuggestible: sees a 
gullible. В5; С ЫБ; 
‹5шКу, moody. B5; G Ar 
- Overconfident, too self-assured. B2; С ТВ, 
5. Уаїп: оуегсопсегп with her looks; conceited over own ability and 
achievements; more absorbed in effect than in achievement; re- 
fuses to do things that disarrange or spoil appearance. B 0; G 5; 
T5. 


6. Vengefulness, given to grudges: goes even to le 
himself to express disapproval. B 1;G0; T 1. 


7s Overconcentrated, tense, nervous: so tense he performs badly un- 
der competition. B 12 G 5; 16: 


: boy does not fight back as 
г; withdraws when hurt by 


e 


entertainment of dreads, worries, "worry- 


thing, wants same, easily led by others, 


SOUS 


ngth of denying 


21. 


22. 


. Fear (If child is described as having 
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8. Uncommunicative (not including definitely stubborn or fearful 
unwillingness to communicate) ; taciturn. B 5; G 9; T 14. 

9. Emotionally volatile, mercurial, quixotic: over-elated by success, 
heedless of consequences; wants only new experiences and novel 
situations. B 3; G 5; T 8. 

10. Perfectionist, including perfectionist standards for others: very 
discouraged if not 100 per cent correct in work; overconcerned 
with own standards. B 4; G 5; T9. 

11. Fickle, inconstant (in the sense of emotional insincerity): unre- 
liable in expressions of likes, enthusiasms, admirations, etc.; ex- 
travagant in statement of likes and preferences. B 2; G 8; T 10. 

12. Overgenerous, oversympathetic, without regard to realities. B 1; 


(3:25 7.3; 

13. Not used. 

14. High sensitivity, 
to pain; feelings easily hurt, 
G 12; T 32. 

15. Tendency to whine, cry, fret, 

16. “High-strung,” nervous dispos 


low threshold to emotional stimuli: very sensitive 
tendency to over-love, over-hate. B 20; 


fuss. B7; G7; T 14. 

ition or tendencies: overexcitable, 
tendency to hysteria, likely to "crack up"; inability to sit quietly; 
squirms, wiggles, kicks constantly; play with other children excites 
him to point of lack of self-control of temper. В 26; С 26; T 52. 

17. Self-pity with or without envy of others: compares self to other 
children who have advantages he covets. B 1; G0; T 1. 

18. Resentful of criticism of performance; cannot endure being 
laughed at. B 6; G6; T 12. 

19. Not used. 

20. Child tries to achieve ends by 
relatives and friends rather than by 

21. Not used. 

22. Not used. 


out-talking, teasing, or "soft-soaping" 
merit of case. B 1; G 2; T 3. 


Not used. 
Undesirable emotional behavior: anger, fear, lack of affectionate dis- 
95; С 18%; T 17%. В 121; С 129; Т 250. 


g underlying disposition to be more 
classified in 20D; if general dis- 
and latter seems to constitute a 


position, etc. B15 


than normally afraid or anxious, 


position plus specific fear is given, 
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problem per se, classified both in 20D and in 22). B 37; G 55; T 92. 
1. Specific fears described as such by parent: animals, dark, water, 
mother’s death; that parents may get a divorce; hot water; being 
left in the apartment day or night; locked bathroom door; light 
being turned off when in bed; mother’s going to the hospital; germs 
and death; strange or unfamiliar people or some special person; 
traffic; noises (e.g. airplane Toar, motorcycle, crackling paper); 

specific subjects of worry, anxiety. B 28; С 29; Т 57. 

2. Fears attributed to traumatic exper 
an attempted suicide; aftereffects 
maids and parents are absent; bei 
effects of mastoid operation; fear 
effects of fear, following experien 
child’s distress that parents went out at night without his knowl- 
edge; fear of boys after one knocked her down. B5; G 14; T 19. 
Not used. 
- Nightmares, bad dreams (If due to 
walking in sleep. B7; G 13371 20 
B. Anger. В 22; G 17; T 39, 
i deste шанын (rra ва doce! а, а gmp ot 
1 general dis osition, as і : s E 

2. Aftereffects of dislike or rcs in No. 20). B 5; G 10; T 15 
tility by others and aftereffects of unpleasant experiences: prejudice D 
toward all refugees after unpleas Dd 
few; painful recollection of encou i к 
dislikes being handled, В 4G iub rude boy; baby much 

3. Resentment over inade : fai Я та 
оаа ПЫ Gn S In competition; anger over 

- Overdisposed to violence: hits or los cate 
undue tendency to retaliate in kind, Boas e савети 

Great anger (in specifically described situations < 

tions of general tendency toward quick te 

to anger) at what seems to the Parent 

angry at small physical injuries; 

something. B 5; G 5; T 10. 

C. Affection. B 15; С 205 "1.35; 

1. Lack of affectionate disposition or capacity for 
no affection for parents or home goes in Categor 
sibs in Category 18), including aversion to othe 
fection: resents caresses of friends and acquain 

2. Overaffectionate or too strongly attached to p 


ience: aftereffects of witnessing 
of discovery at night that the 
ng knocked over by dog; after- 
of water after falling in; after- 
ce with fire, storms, being lost; 


soo 


war, tallied also in No. 35A1), 


A 


л 


ations without’ implica- 
mper, high susceptibility 
ОМА minor thwarting: gets 

‘sry if told twice to do 


affection (Showing 
У 3; no affection for 
TS’ expressions of af- 
tances. B3: G 1; T 4, 
arent, home, or others 


D. 


23. 


OB 


. Emotional shock or crisis; 


. Easily startled, jumpy in response to ce 


- Unpopula 


. Not a good mixer; 
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(including possible clements of anxiety): troubled when mother 
leaves; clings to mother when away from home; demands constant 
' association with parent; threatens suicide if father goes to war; 
unwilling or unhappy about leaving home for camp, being away 
from home overnight; "fixation" on father, etc.; child so devoted to 
grandfather that distress is acute when he remarries after grand- 
mother's death; loss of playmate by death, removal etc., is cause of 
great unhappiness to child; unwilling for parents to go out at night 
without him; girl wants father to sleep with her. B 12; G 19; T 31. 
g as distinguished from description of undue dis- 
position or tendency to cry, as in 20EI5 and 20EI6, or crying as nega- 
tivism or resistance, as in 14ХА (Неге is entered any mention of 
crying, whatever the cause). B 36; G 28; T 64. 
involving various emotional reactions and 
sociated with maladjustments at home, divorce, etc.: mal- 
accidents, or other distressing experi- 
thers’ points of view; insufficient 


Crying, fact of cryin, 


aftereffects as 
adjustment at school, ill health, 
ences or sights; maladjustment to 0 


open-air exercise, etc. B 5; G 3; T 8. о hc 
rtain stimuli, in child not de- 


disposed to be nervous or afraid (If “пегу- 


here). В3; С 3; T 6. 


scribed as being generally 
ous” or “afraid,” not tallied 


Undesirable characteristics or features of child's social adjustments 


and behavior (other than items falling under Category 20). B 14%; 
G 17%; T 15%. B 104; G 119; T 223. 
r: forces his way unwanted into a group. B 2; G 4; T 6. 
Too popular. B 3; G1; T4. 
Fighting: occurrence of fights, scraps, spats, quarrels, roughhouse of 
a playful or hostile sort (as а specific problem in social relationships, 
as distinguished from description of child as being of an aggressive, 
belligerent disposition). В 8; G 11; T 19. \ 

not sufficiently gregarious with same or opposite 
or both sexes, Or fails to make effective social contacts with peers 
(including parental apprehension that such may be the case in the 
future), or finds it hard to make friends, or fails to play with children 
of own age; not friendly with strangers; slow to get acquainted; no 
liking for other children, on the defensive with strange groups of op- 
posite or same sex, not sufficiently gregarious; not sociable or friendly, 
plays almost entirely with sibs; a lone wolf, not interested in culti- 
vating other people; goes own way. B 23; G 24; T 47. 


218 
Е, 


= 


ZEE 


- Strong caste sense: attached to small cli 


- Overengrossed in social activities: 


- More free and informal, 


- Not disposed to accept give- 
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Undesirable choice of friends, or problems precipitated by choice of 
companions or activities with companions: goes to homes of others 
without permission or knowledge of parents; brings other children 
home and mother is not sure other mothers know or approve; tries 
to act like "wise guy"; companions poor models. B 8; G 2; T 10. 


- Child's desire to play only with younger children or to move in group 


beyond his age; e.g., attend dancing school too early; play with boys 
several years older than he; at 18 is in very gay social group; likes to 
attend. mother's dinner parties; too. much adult society. B 7; G 10; 


T 17. 


- Obtuse in social relationships: does not foresee effects of conduct on 


others; lacks social foresight; lacks sense of fitness of his behavior in 
the eyes of others. B 2; G Bi pe 


que and proud of seclusiveness 
of group. B1; G2; T 3. 


- Solves social problems or achieves ends by questionable or unwhole- 


some means: bribes other children; resorts to flattery or other wiles; 
distracts attention to avoid punishment or reprimand; yields too read- 
ily to others’ opinions. B 0; G 2; T 2. 


Overgregarious; wants gay social 
life; engrossed in parties, dances, etc. B 5; С 11; T 16. 


shows more poise, with children than with 
adults: shows distrust of all adults; finds it hard to get acquainted 
with adults. B 2; G 0; T 2, 


More at ease with adults than with children. B 1; G 2: 195. 
Stiff, formal, overseclusive, B5; G0; Т5. 


foibles of others: will not yi 
of view; i 


: 3 
Dot accept give-and-take play with 
children take less ex 


р overcritical and contemptuous of 
attitudes or performance he thinks not adequate; thinks no attitude or 
is own. B 8G13; T 21. 
unsophisticated in social relations and 
look high standards of ethics in business, 
social life, etc. B2; G PANET 
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grasped democratic methods, is tactless; truthful to the point of rude- 
ness, has no finesse or diplomacy; not developing leadership methods. 
B5;G4; T9. 

Special problems of social adjustment: difficulties encountered by chil- 
dren moving from South to New York, by refugees, etc., by reason of 
differences in customs, language, games, etc., etc.; in a large group 
of overattentive adults children lose poise and manners; Negro child 
resentful over discrimination. B 2; G3; T 5. 

Overconcerned with own prestige or status, or impression made on 
others: unwilling to be different; strong desire for conformity, dis- 
tressed if different from crowd in any respects wants to have superior 
possessions, wants to be dazzler, object of envy; ashamed to be seen 
in old family car; wants to be friends with everyone; has too strong 
a desire to please; suffers if anyone fails to like her; wants to have 


train of followers rather than cooperative equal friends; greatly 


ashamed over own or others’ lapses in matters of modesty, refinement, 


etc. B5; G6; T 11. 
Deficiency in various detail 
ties: lack of good manners; po 
11125: 
1. Generally incompetent а 
good host. B0;G2; T2. 
isitor, or in company: “naughtiness,” 


2. Poor behavior as guest, as vii 
misbehavior, “crude” behavior, including taking advantage of the 


protection from punishment provided by social situation, whether 
attended by parent or not. В 1; G5; Тб. ; 

3. Generally poor manners: ignores or does not practice niceties of 
social intercourse (If child is described as having “bad manners,” 
“poor manners,” rudeness to elders and illustrations are given, 
tallied here but not given added tally for illustrations in following 
categories) ; “nosey,” rudely inquires into others’ affairs; is rude and 


thoughtless, especially when tired. B 3; G2; T 5. 
4. Poor table manners (See note accompanying 2313). В 5; G 5; 


s of conduct involved in the social ameni- 
or manners; poor etiquette. B 9; G 16; 


nd awkward, flustered, etc., as host; not a 


T 10. 

Deficiency in other specific açts of courtesy, mannerliness (See note 
accompanying 23T3): refuses to write thank-you letters; poor at 
making introductions; never has learned to say “thank you”; not 


deferential to older people. B 0;G2;T 2. wi 
Stiff, formal, ill at ease, awkward at social occasions: inability to 


make conversation at а party. B0;G1;T1. 


л 


е 
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24. Undesirable attitudes, moral conduct or standards, miscellaneous vices 


or shortcomings, laziness, lack of thrift, etc. B 11%; G 11%; T 11%. 
B 60; G 51; T 111. 


‚ Stealing and dishonesty with possessions: “takes” 
ing up and carrying home another's toys; steals money from drawer, 
purse; charges purchases at store without permission; gambles with 
moncy given him for other purposes. B 10; G5; T 15. 

B. Lying. B 12; G 1457 26. 

H 


- Deliberate falsehood to gain own ends, or to escape punishment. 
B6;G5; T 11. 


things, such as pick- 


2. Fabrications, etc., flowing from 
lack of insight. B4; G4; T 8, 


3. Tendency to exaggerate anything connected with self; dramatizes 
self. B2; G3; T 


"overimaginativeness"; reported 


4. Duplicity, insincerity, “sly at putting things over”; disposed to 
“bluff.” B3; G2; T 5. 


Unreliability, including making but failing to fulfill promises; cannot 
keep secrets after actual or implied promise to do so, B 3: G 3; T 6. 
Obscene language, swearing, rude or slan Я Н Alter 
Smoking. B 4$: G 0; T 4 ( Р RT 
Lack of sense of value of Property. 

of worth of expensive provisions: tak 


places one card from deck, thereby destroys Property. B0; G1; T 1. 


G. Poor use of time and energy: earns less th АН se 
of lack of application. B 1; G2; T 3. E rese 


H. Lack of practicality: li 


зно о 


(other than money, as in 241), 
ез bicycle, etc., for granted; mis- 


cerned with own everyday lapses and lacks, Bi. тр; EE 
2 ; B d 


н 
F 
о 
В 
С] 
Б 
Е) 
gg 
oO 
3 
ic) 
E 
о 


extravagant expenditures; insufficien 
careless with money, 


when present allowa 


Miserly, hoards, is stingy. B 3;G1;T 4, 
Thoughtlessly tells tales out of home, spill fami 1 
malicious intent but through lack of Pills family secrets, not with 


of understand; d 
should not be told to outsiders; tells secrets ee n M 


з 


B0;G5;T5. 

Not used. 

Traits, knowledges, attitudes, and/or Practices reported p rent 
as being considered undesirable by the other EE md paral 


So 


25. 


. Miscellaneous distasteful mannerisms, 
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over son's overinterest in money; father dislikes boy's extreme use of 
mimicry; mother thinks boy's associates are not good; father disap- 
proves son’s lack of progress in learning father’s native tongue. B 2; 


G4;T 6. 


Miscellaneous unpleasant ways, mannerisms, nervous habits (“Devel- 
opmental” items go in Category 19. В 11%; С 11%; T 119%. В 66; 
G 64; Т 130. 

habits, including “nervous hab- 


its” В 52; G 54; Т 106. 
1. Vocal: whiny voice; 
loud. B 1; G 0; T 1. 
2. Not used. 
3. Oral (excluding t 
biting, swallowing, 
4. Not used. 
. Ocular: blinking eyes, winking, 
G0; Tl. 
6. Nasal: picks nose, stuffs 
7. Thumb-sucking (including acts asso 
B 16; G 27; T 43. 


. Stuttering. В 3;3G4; T 7h 
9. Other speech defects or speech habits: slow in learning good enun- 


ciation; speaks out of side of mouth in imitation of "tough eggs." 


B5;G4; T9. 
10. Verbal (other th 
neologisms; mimicry О 


noisiness; stentorian, shrill voice; voice too 


humb- and finger-sucking): mouthing, nail. 
lip-biting. B 10; G 14; T 24. 


voluntary crossing of eyes. B 1; 


\л 


things up nose. B 2; G 0; T 2. 
ciated with thumb-sucking). 


со 


an obscene ог stuttering): slang, silly phrases, 
{ language of others; “nonsense talk.” B 1; 


Gi: T2: Mp. 
11. Cutaneous: is itchy; picks “woolies”; picks at fingers, causing or 
because of warts. B 1; G2; T3. 


12. Not used. 


13. Miscellaneous forced or neurotic or *nervous" movements: will not 
step on cracks in sidewalk; grimaces; peculiar clearing of throat; 
ritual of turning around three times before talking; knuckle-crack- 
ing; grits teeth; butts head against solid objects. B 9; G 2; T 11. 


14. Not used. X. 

15. Specific aggressive techniques: kicking, biting, pinching others, 
spitting at others, grabbing toys, knocking or pushing over, snatch- 
ing. B 7; G5; T 12. 

16. Talks to self in bed or at play. B 1; G 0; T 1. 
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B. Conversational: interrupts, contradicts, 
talks too much. B 2160; Т2. 
С. Miscellaneous idiosyncrasies that аге distasteful to parent or make for 
inconvenience: insists on climbing pipes, etc.; constantly pulls off 
all clothing; at age 10 still likes toy bunnies to take to bed with him; 
very sensitive to or distressed by noises (not as a fear reaction) ; able 
or unable to endure extreme cold or heat; refuses to use telephone; 
very fond of worms, caterpillars. В 4; С 0; T 4, 
. Not used. 
. Affectation, poses: baby talk; sel-dramatization; standing before mir- 
ror when crying; affects airs of elders; poses as baby. B3; G5; T 8. 
26. Not used. 


questions at inopportune times, 


mU 


27. Poor health, illness; physical im 
ming from illness; impairment, 
195: Т 305: 


A. Miscellaneous forms of physical impairment or handicap. B 18; G 12; 
T 30. АШ 
1 


‚ Actual: bony enlargement of one side of fac 
fontanel: speech defect; flat fi 


pediments; behavior difficulties stem- 


B 20%; G 17%; T 19%. B 170; С 


| delicate Physique; overtight 
Сау in descent of testes: l 
stes; natura 
monotone; stooped or round shoulders; Oversized tongue; holds 
; 


2. Anticipated: mother fears child will 


B 37; G 28; T 65. Y or ailment or organic dysfunctions. 
‚ Cardiac. B 12; G 5; T 17. 
2. Tubercular, etc. B3; G2; T 5, 
3. Physical limitations resulting in lack o£ capacit Е 
coordinations: adiposity. В 1; G 0; Т 1. Pacity for certain motor 
4. Glandular dysfunctions, thyroid and other o]. 
Я Запа Vea s. 
cluding retarded or abnormal genital development, Ban alts е 
5. Dental anomalies: crooked teeth, etc, need of aÈ ау: d i 
soft teeth needing frequent dental care, B 2; T E оппа; very 
6. Great tensions interfering with activities ang Hage tan 
Os СЛ mplishments, В 


mn 
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Visual or ocular disorders (including other difficulties attendant 
thereto) : cross-eyed, weak eyes; poor vision, myopic, needs glasses 
(including handicaps or difficulties associated with glasses); night 
blindness. B 10; G 13; T 23. 

Weakened condition and behavior sequelae from serious illness or 
long convalescence (IE child is described as “nervous,” “irritable,” “de- 
manding,” etc., and such characteristics are set forth as connected with 
illness and not as personality traits, classified here, not in No. 20 or 
No. 22. However, if child now has a given trait, persisting well beyond 
convalescence, classified in appropriate category under No. 20 and No. 
22, etc., but entered also in No. 27CX to take note of such instances. 
Same item not tallied both in C and in CX). B 5; G 3; T 8. 


ST 


CX. Unfavorable traits ór forms of behavior (classified elsewhere) at- 


G. 


H. 


. Various infections, temporary illnesses, 


. Illnesses or ailments: 


tributed to past illness or physical weakness: “Child is very selfish” 
(20C9); “this began when he was pampered during his long siege 


of kidney trouble” (27CX). B 9; G 10; T 19. 
diseases of childhood other 


chicken-pox, etc., diarrhea, conjunctivitis, 


than colds, e.g. measles, 
macula on cheek. B 12; G 8; 


scarlet fever, nausea, upset digestion, 
T 20. Р 
diabetes, asthma, hernia, catarrh, fever, albu- 


menuria, bronchitis, eczema (unknown cause), allergies, nosebleed, 
hives, boils, scalp rash, infected tonsils, acne, appendicitis, | tonsilitis, 
skin rash, adenoids, convulsions, bronchial congestion, coeliac condi- 
tions, pyloric spasms, pyloric stricture, spastic colon, chorea, kink in 
tube from kidney to the bladder, sinus trouble, pyelitis, kidney ail- 
ments, stomach ailments, ear infection, earache, hay fever, infections 
in the fingers; operations—kidney excision, appendectomy, mastoid, 
operation for wry neck, tonsillectomy, etc.; vomiting, excessive bleed- 
ing, epilepsy, fainting spells, anemia, indigestion, acne vulgaris, rheu- 
matic fever, rickets, blood clot, colic, temperature rise, skin infections, 
ringworm, rash, difficulty in releasing stomach gas. B 26; С 27; T 53. 

ing some time and of doubtful outcome during 


. Serious illness lasti 


discase, with or without surgical treatment, e.g., pneu- 
monia, pyelitis, infantile paralysis, abscessed ears, etc., hair ball in 
iw] 
G 11; T 23. 


lorus. B 12; 
ae) d susceptibility to colds or infections, including sinus trouble 


progress of the 


Colds ап 
үнс with colds, coughs, nasopharyngeal and bronchial infections. 
B19; G 14; T 33% Я 

including irritability therefrom 


Susceptibility to fatigue or hunger, 
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(school excluded; see 34E6) : 
from fatigue. B 10; G 4; T 14, 
I. Injuries: broken arm, leg, nose, etc. B 4; G0; T4. 


J. Pain or neurotic pain, ог necessity for difficult and painful treatment 
and irritability therefrom. B 23625 Т4. in family: 
К. Problems arising from poor health of parents or other adults in fa с 
father a helpless invalid; father a mental case; invalid, attenti 
demanding grandmother lives in family. B 6:1G:.5; TI -" 
L. Problems connected With care of sick child: child objects to medi 
problems connected With administration of eyedrops, massage, RU E 
mas; problems connected with carrying out doctor's orders; doe 
of day's routine, inconyeniences connected with visits to clinics; 12 
child hates to stay in bed; diet regimen a severe strain. B 6;G6;T 2; 
М. Child overconce h: hypochrondriacal. B 2; 


cross 
tendency to become weary and 


tned regarding own healt 
Gaye 


N. Child with illness, 
Proper Precautions, 
to reveal affliction 


weakness, 
safeguards: 


28. Physique, 


body build, appearance, B 2%; 
T 28. 


G 396; T 2%. B 12; С 16; 


Whether 
Ing wit! 


Tessive as his nality or that 
child has been more favored in other Tespects than PI e that he 
: looking infant: Comments оп appearance in 
ation to physica] handicaps as mentioned in Cate- 
gory 27, including effects of being Overweight, underweight, etc., on 
general appearance, and item to effect that one child js physically less 
attractive to parent than another. В:7; G 9: T 16 
B. Physical appearance a concern to chi] wants light; 
disturbed by mole; has straight or ¢ ae etl 
wants it otherwise, etc.; has to Wear special shoes and is becoming 
self-conscious and resentful about it; girl embarrassed by being six 
inches taller than any boy in her group. B 2; с 23 qp 

C. Child overpleased or overconcerned w 


ith own | 
stands before mirror frequently. B 0; G ШЕГИ 


d: has dark skin, 
urly hair ог certai 


ooks: Very conceited, 


1 
I 


D. 


2 


о 


= 


= 


K. 


. Superficiality, forgetfulness, 


. Not consistent in intellectual 


. Does not devote himse 
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Problems and complications connected with child's size, physical 
maturity beyond his age level, etc.: company of boy of adult size is 
sought after by girls and boys older and wiser to the world than he; 
85-pound 8-year-old girl wants affection but mother finds her heavy on 
the lap; 31-year-old girl looks 475 or 5 years old, hence is expected to 
be much more mature than she is. B3;G4;T 7. 


lack of intellectual enterprise, intellectual 
(Use subcategory under school for 


shortcomings: overimaginative 
items that can be subtotaled with this; art items go in art category, not 
77; G 48; T 125. 


here). B 11%; G 896; T 10%. B 
interests Or pursuits, poor integration 


and organization of abilities; shows spurts of intellectual activity, then 


relapses. B 1; G 2; ЭЯ н 
ЈЕ to specified intellectual pursuits nor conform 


14 follow certain intellectual pursuits, skills, 
etc.: e.g. child objects to studying mother’s native tongue, resents in- 
tricacy of French spelling; refuses to help father at carpentry; refuses 
to learn sewing, cooking, and the like. B 8; G5; T 13. 


to parental desire that chi 


Not used. "d. Ў 
Not good at solving everyday problems of living and learning. B 1; 
GU 2; | ; 

tain relationships: calls dog his second 


Difficulty in understanding cer 
brother; does not grasp historical time. B 2; G 0; T 2. 

; B2;C 
Overimaginative: too much preoccupation with fantasy, make-believe; 


confuses imaginary and real. B 3; G3; Тб. | 
Lacking in intellectual enterprise or poWers of concentration: able, but 
not ambitious to excel; no lively curiosity; short attention span. B 4; 


G3; T 7. 
Lacking in intel! 
great concentratio 


llectual balance: ideas and zeal outrun foresight; has 
n in narrow limits, range of knowledge. B 4; 


T4. А 
G0; T distinguish humorous from serious; has literal 
G0; T 3. 
1, over-absorbed, absent-minded, “dreamy,” unmindful of 
Forgetful, where he left hat, gloves: becomes so absorbed in 
d to all else (see also P); cannot remember names. 


B 12; G 7; 9:0. , А 
Тоа superficial, does not think deeply; thought processes are 
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fragmentary, indecisive: does not organize his learning; does not have 
orderly type of mind. B 33 G1; T4. 


+ Slow or retarded or not up to parental standard in mental power, in- 


tellectual ability, including slowness or difficulty in learning to talk, 
perceive: not good at memory work; not a scholar; must work harder 
than some other children to master school work; profits little from 
tuition, B 11; G T 18: 

M. Reading deficiencies or excesses, not including comics or parental 
difficulties in getting good reading material (4XN). B 18; G 12; T 30. 

1. Not interested in reading; does not read enough. B 9; G 4; T 13. 

2. Reads too much, spends too much time at reading: reading inter- 
feres with other pursuits, reads in bed, B 2: G3. T'S) 

3. Poor tastes or interests: reads trash; concentrates too much on one 
topic; reads materials designed for younger children. B 1; G 2; T 3. 
4. Poor reader, reads slowly, slow in learning to read: reads too fast e 
read correctly; reads so slowly mind invents ahead; makes silly mis- 


takes; is a letter-and-word-reversal problem. B 6; G3; T 9. 
N. Lack of interest in worth-while knowledges or experiences. B 2; G 0; 
Д2. 


1. Nature, animals, out-of-doors. (No items.) 
2. Intellectual pursuits. B 25 Os: 

O. Short attention span: interests variable and/or short-lived. B 2; G 1; 
T3: 

P. Imperviousness to passage of time, 
home because of unawareness of ti 
or carelessness. B 1; С A: 105: 

Q. Not used. 

R. Not used, 

S. Self-critical and unreconciled to gap between aspiration and present 
power to achieve. B 2; G 2: T 4. 


Poor sense of time: fails to come 
me rather than because of rebellion 


30. Motor lacks, limitations, poor coordination, left-handedness (Art items 
go in art category), lack of various skills, including skills and crafts 
involved in being Boy Scout, etc, В 6%; G3%; T 5%. B 42; G 19; 
T 61. 


A. Not interested in, abstains from motor activity, 
B2;G6; T 8. 
B. Left-handedness. B 3; G2; T 5. 
1. General objection to, or temporary fear it might develop, or antici- 
pation of future difficulty by virtue of. B 2; G1; T3. 


is Physically inactive. 


С. Generally poor muscular coordi 


3 


ne 


. Poor at all or some motor skills or manual arts: e.g. 


‚ Artistic limitations, lack of арр 


‚ Poor appreciation, lac 


. Poor execution, poor progress, 
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2. Specific handicap involved for child or parent: right-handed mother 
cannot teach left-handed child how to crochet. B0; G1; T 1. 
3. Extreme reversal of movements and muscular rhythms, serious ef- 
fects on efficiency, adjustment. B1;G0;T1. 
nation, awkwardness, slow reaction 
time. B 17; G5; T 22. 
swimming, skat- 
ing, carpentry, etc.: poor at games other children play; not disposed to 
apply himself to master skill utilized by others; lacks either interest or 
ability or both (If lack plus specified emotional complication are men- 
tioned, tallied in E). B 16; G 6; T 22. 
Motor lacks, limitations (whether real or imagined by child) plus emo- 
tional complications or consequences: feels inferior, is left out of 
things, shies away from games because of incompetence; feels resentful 
toward others who possess skill which he lacks (tallied here are only 
items that identify motor lacks plus feelings connected with such lacks. 
This category can be subtotaled with appropriate parallel subcategories 
in Categories 20 and 22. Same circumstance not tallied both here and 
in Categories 20 or 22). B 4; G 05 A ds 


1. Not used. cate | 
2. Lacks accompanied by withdrawal, timidity, shyness, self-disparage- 


ment, evasion, avoidance, self-blame, etc., including the fact of be- 
ing left out of things with or without feelings of anger or hostility. 
B 4; G0; T4. 


reciation, performance, diligence in art. 


B 595; G 5%; T 5%. В 39; G33; T 72. 
k of interest. B9;G5; T 14. 


1. Music. B 6; G 4; T 10. 
2. Painting, plastics, graphics. B2; G0; T2. 
3. Dramatics. (No items.) 

4. Dance and rhythm. B 0; С 1; 
5. Other (fairy tales, whimsy, ™ 


etc. B2; G0; T 2. 


dE 
ake-believe), poetry, Mother Goose, 


emphasis on inferior ability, perform- 


ance. B9; G 13; T 22. 

1. Music: plays or sings ba 
G7; T 14. 

2. Painting, plastics, graphics. B 

3. Dramatics. B0; G 1; Sp 


dly, or unwilling to play for people. B 7; 


4; G2; T 6. 
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4. Dance and rhythm. B 2; G BTS 
C. Emphasis on lack of diligence, failure to practice. B 13; G 13; T 26. 
1. Music: has talent but unwilling to practice; plays by ear but refuses 
to learn to read music. B 13; G 10; T 23. 
2. Painting, plastics, graphics. B 0; G 3; T 3. 
D. Absence of common, shareable artistic interests. B 0; G3$; T3. 
1. Not used. j | 
2. Clash of tastes: preferred artistic forms or outlets deplored by paren 
or parents; preferences (within a given art medium or in the choice 
between the arts) disliked by parent. B0; G3; T 3. : 
E. Overzeal or preoccupation with art: child's interest in dancing inter- 
feres with more profitable pursuits. B 3; G 1; T 4. 
32. Interests, hobbies, preoccupations, leisure-time activities, movies, radio 
programs, comics (reading interests other than comics, in 29M2, 3, % 


can be subtotaled with this). В 16%; С 13%; T 149. B 140; С 106: 
T 246. 


A. Radio. B 36; G 29; Т 65. 
1. Беаг, excitement, and emot 


ional effects, B 5; G 8:513. 

2. Not used. 

3. Waste of time, energy, including report of too much interest, “in- 
ordinate" amount of attention. B3; С 8; T 11. 

^. Interference with other activities: keeping the child up late, inter- 
ference with routines, homework, etc., interference with conven- 
ience of others. B 10; G2; T 12. 

5. Poor taste. B 3; G3; T 6. 

6 


- Contents of favored program con 
tortion, falsehood. B 1; С Ф ШЕ] 
7. Provides too much vicarious experience. B 1; С 0; T 1. 
8. Child resents limitations with respect to time spent or programs 
he is allowed to listen to. B 2; Gl; T3, 
9. A problem but not serious: child does Dot object to parental sug- 
gestions. B 10; G 8; T 18. 
10. Is taken in by offers, advertising, free samples, contests, etc. B 2; 
G1; T 3. 
B. Movies and other theater. В 35; С 29; T 64, 
1. Fear, excitement and emotional effects, B 2364; T 6, 
2. Effects on attitudes; is “stage struck,” “in loye» with stage or screen 
stars; wants to be an actress. B 8; G 5; Т 13, 


sist of tripe, trash, unreality, dis- 
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3. Waste of time, energy, including report of too much interest, “in- 
ordinate” amount of attention. B 6; G7; T 13. 

4. Interference with other activities: keeping the child up late, inter- 
ference with routines, homework, etc. interference with con- 


venience of others. (No items.) 

5. Poor taste. B 4; G2; T 6. 

6. Contents of favored movies consist of tripe, 
tortion, falsehood. B 2; G0; T2. А 

7. Provide too much vicarious experience. B1;G0;T1. 

8. Not used. 

9. A problem but not serious. 

10. Not used. 

11. Mother decides, child does not question. B 4; G3; Т7. 

12. Bad for eyes. B1; G 0; T 1. ч 

. Comics. В 29; С 18; T 47. 

1. Fear, excitement and emotional effects. B 0; СЯ 

2. Effects оп attitudes. В 3; G1; T4. 

3. Waste of time, energy, money» including report of too much in- 
terest, “inordinate” amount of attention. B 11; С 7; T 18. 

4. Not used. 

5. Poor taste. (No items.) 

6. Contents of favored comics consis 
tion, falsehood. B 0;GL Tl 


7. Not used. : A 
8. Child resents limitations with respect to time spent or comics he is 


allowed to read. B1;G 0; T 1. 
9. A problem but not serious. B 16; G 6; T 22. 
10. Bad for the eyes- BEGI TE ; | 
11. Mother will not tolerate them, friction with child in consequence. 


B 3; G 0; T3: 

„ Overinterest in various matters such as animals, professional baseball, 
sports for which physically unfitted, including inconvenience caused to 
others by such interests. B 9; G 0; T9. 

‚ Perplexities involved in providing toys, playthings, safe and suitable 
to child’s developmental level and agreeable to child, including prob- 
lem of boredom with опе ne of toy (such as toy puppy) when it is 
not possible to provide a desired substitute (such as live animal). B 2; 


G0; T 2. 
. Animals: 
particular. 
. Not used. 


trash, unreality, dis- 


B 10; G 10; T 20. 


t of tripe, trash, unreality, distor- 


no interest in animals in general or in certain animals in 
9; G 1; 27990: 
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H. 
I 


J; 
K. 
L, 
M. 


От 


‚ Complaints by parent ог child re ki 


‚ Difficulty in getting to Sunday school 


. Clash between religious faith and ot 


. Not used. 
. Not interested: doesn't like Sunday school, church 


Lack of interest in planetarium, museums. В 1 5G I; T 2. 


Lack of interest in growing things, trees, plants, flowers, vegetables, 
garden. В 3; G6; Т9. 


Child has no hobbies. B 2; G0; T2. 

Lack of interest in machinery, mechanical appliances. B 1; G 0; T 1. 
Lack of interest in domestic activities, housewifely duties, chores, put- 
terings. В 0; G7; T 7. 
Miscellaneous dissatisfactions in connection with children's interests 
and lack of interests, including failure of child to show enthusiasm on 
special occasions or in Tesponse to special opportunities (same circum- 


stance should not be tallied here and in ЗА, 3B, and 3C). B 3; G 0; 
T3: 


- Religion. В 5%; G 476; T 4%. B31; G 26; T 57. 


- Differences between 


parents: one parent a believer, the other not; dif- 
ferent denominational affiliations; one parent more disposed than the 
other to encourage or insist upon religious observances by family or 
child. B 7; G 9; T 16. 


receive: complaints by child regar 
ters; poor instruction in Sunda 
instructor (including child's re. 
coming to child's hom: 


of religious make-up though 
егепсе and аге perplexed іп an- 
25 1\12; 
or church or in finding church 
culty in finding time; little time 
nces have been cared for; church 
GITA 

à her interests ог ambitions: prac- 
tical interferences or inconveniences caused by religious affiliations, 
practices, faith; clash between religious educa 


г tion and that of school; 
religious tabus inconvenient or irksome. B3; G 3;T 6. 


parents have no formal religious adh 
swering children's questions. B 7; G 


of desired denomination or creed: diffi 


left on Sunday after religious observar 
not accessible to summer home. B 3; 


3 averse to all re- 


C 
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ligious teaching and practice; doesn't want to put penny in Sunday 
school collection; refuses to pray; dislikes to kneel during family 
prayers. B 4; G 1; T БА 

. Talking or other forms o 
church. B 2; G 0; T 2. 

. Parental regret that children are 
ligious training. B 2; С 3; тэ. 


Е noisy or disturbing behavior while at 


not receiving or have not received re- 


.School problems or problems brought to attention through school. 


B 23963 G 22%; T 2296. B 217; G 200; T 417. 
ent. B 39; С 23; T 62. 


. Progress and achieve А 2 
1. Poor marks in general, or aversion to school subjects. B 31; G 13; 


T 44. 


2. Poor progress or unsatisfactory progr ! 
school’s ог child’s standards) in specific subjects. B 11; G 10; T 21. 


a. The academic subjects: gets poor grades, evades study; works on 
other things instead. B 10; G 9; T 19. 

b. Physical education. (No items.) 

c. Arts. B1; G1; T 2. 

. Deportment and discipline. B 16; G 14; T 30. 

1. Generally poor. B6;G7;T 13. à І 
`2. Resistance or insubordination on specific points: refuses to take 
physical education; tears up composition when teacher tells him to 
change its unwilling to cooperate except on his own terms; un- 
willing to go оп err асһег; is tardy unnecessarily; talks 
too much in spite of reprimands; is inattentive. B8; G6; T 14. 

3. Demands more than his share of the teacher's attention: is babyish 
at school; is fidgety; restless, a disturbing factor. B4; G5; T 9. 

Social and other relations. B 12; G 18; T 30: 

1. Difficulty in getting foothold in social group: difficulty in entering 
a “closed corporation” class; child is a wallflower at the school 
dance, no partners; resents inability to match expensive customs of 
schoolmates; schoolmates have snobbish attitudes; classmates rough, 
“beat up” bright younger child in class. B 5; G 10; T 15. 

2. Persecution and prejudice: child teased because of eye patch; refu- 

ce child called “Hitler” because ignorant of American ways; is 
subject to hazing, is lied about. B2; G4; T 6. 

3. Miscellaneous problems of unpopularity, difficulties with other chil- 

dren, еїс.: other children’s peculiarities get on his nerves. B 6; G 8; 


T 14: 


ess (according to parents’ or 
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^. Neglects academic work in social whirl interests. B 1; G 1; M. 
D. Child's difficulties in general adjustment to school situation, inclu “ail 
unhappiness about school, friction with teachers. B 36; G 23; T $ 
1. According to child, parent, or report from school, things are no E 
ing well, child had or is having a hard time, a “terrible year.” B 9; 
G8; T 17. des 
- Child hates school or dislikes school's program: is a truant, e 1 ш 
tries to outsmart, uses dishonest methods to cope with school’s 3 
mands; does not want to go to school; dislikes curriculum; care 
nothing about his school standing. B 8; G 4s TIZ 
- Difficulties of transients or transfers from one school to another od 
from one type of Program to another, including difficulties en- 
countered by refugees. В 7; G 2: 15:9. 1 
- Problems of dull child or of child who has difficulty in keeping the 
pace, including necessity of foregoing other experiences in order to 
study. B 6; G 2:18; 
‚ Problems arising from fact child is br 
than classmates: lack of stimulation, 
has learned at home, ahead of the cla: 
work. B4; G 8:110! 


- School problems by virtue of various handicaps: poor vision, deli- 
cate physique, etc.; poor attendance due to illness; extreme sinis- 
trality; mirror writing. B6: G3; T 9 

E. Complaint by parent or child regarding the school program, teachers, 

or school subjects or facilities or problems relating to school work. B 
62; G 71; T 133. 
1. Discipline too rigid, confining, too much regimentation, etc., ог 
` too poorly devised. B 0; С SOINS. 


- Discipline or demands too lenient, not enough control. B 9; G 9; 
T 18. 


N 


[59 


> 


ut 


ight, abler or better informed 
not enough hard work, etc; 
55; child often bored by easy 


a 


N 


Ул 


- Homework (including projects not assi 
school) : too much; not the right kind; difficulty in getting it done; 
interference with family projects; requir 


es mother’s attention and 
help; child too nervous and fidgety to get it done quickly. B 7; 
Сб 1З? 


gned but motivated at 


10. 


Ti: 


12. 


13. 


ig 


15. 


16. 


17. 


1 


со 


19. 
20. 


‚ Child dislikes or shirks certain sub 
. Promotion policies bad: promotions 


. Inadequate or wrong handling o 


. School day; 
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Too fatiguing and overstimulating (add as a subtotal to 27H). 


Bs G5; Iud: 
jects or projects: French, mathe- 


matics, spelling, etc. B8;G5; T 13. 
too frequent, goes half-yearly 


to new teacher; classification of new pupil unwise. B 1; (3:25 5153; 
Е specific subjects or inadequate 


provisions in certain areas: poor sex instruction; subject of war 
handled poorly; health care and inspection insufficient; manners, 
handled well; remedial measures failed 
etc. B2; G6; T 8. 

d learns nothing in year. B 3; 


courtesy, social graces not 
to help stuttering, poor reading, 
Teachers not good pedagogues: chil 
(е IS: 


"Teachers lacking in understanding, sympathy, unaware of social 


relationships among children: are partial, use tactless ог cruel 
etc., are cross, tense, arouse fear (include in- 
d is described as afraid of teacher); resent 
gifted artistically, makes; child resents that 
teachers talk democracy but do not 


reprimands, sarcasm, 
stances in which chil 
caricatures which child, 
teacher does not keep promise; 


practice it. В 9; G 10; T 19. аа ob 
"Teachers have not enough time to T En IRA job with 


individual ils; are overworked. 
individual pup! hool: problems of having chil- 


Difficulties in getting to and from sc 
dren in same family attend different schools. B4; G5; Т9. 


Morals, mores, standards of school community not wholesome or 
up to what is desired (but see 10B for special angle of this); par- . 
ents would prefer public (or private) school but conditions, means, 
or opportunities do not permit; parents object to segregation of 


es B45 С 6; 10. ; 
Patent not kept properly informed of child’s progress: home-school 
a T5 


Jations not 5008: i 
Pen with homework (not blamed on school) by reason of 


child's laziness, evasion, Or parents lacks: parents’ attempts to 
help fail because of difference 1n methods. B 11; G 6; T 17. 
Expense involved in aspects of the school program (subtotal 14D2 
with this)- B1;G1;T2. 

including 80105 and coming to and from school, too 
no time for chores or play. B3; G5; T 8. 


H 5 


long and leaves 


Not used. 
School trie: 
convert chi 


ing to parent, to change, reform, or 


s, in ways displeas 
Lfellow-well-met out of retiring boy; 


]d: try to make hai 
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F. 


35. 


- Parents and child disagree 


+ Worries, fears, anxieties, forebodings, 


- Negative or passive attitudes: 


- Hatred, anger, resentment directed toward the en 


convent school tries to persuade girl to become a nun. (No items.) 
Child is not working up to his level of ability: is sometimes oc 
tive and preoccupied; works on his hobbies instead of lessons. B 153 
G9; T24 


Child too conscientious: too much of a grind, too studious to the ex- 
clusion of other activities. B0;G1;T1. . 

regarding course of study or subjects child 
child to go to high school or college, but 
зе a school agreeable to child; parents аи 
gives up college to marry or go to work. B 6; 


should take: parents want 
child refuses; hard to choo: 
appointed when child 
G4; T 10. 


Unfavorable reaction to war situation. B 2%; G 2%; T 2%. B 97; 
G 99; T 196. 


fear of bombs, airplanes or fire 


caused by bombs (subtotal with fear in 22), fear for safety of self or 


others, B 23; G 48; T 71. 
1. Fears, anxiety, depression relatin 


Б to own immediate safety, wel- 
fare; bad dreams, nightmares а 


bout war, including severe emo- 
tional aftereffects of war experiences, B 11; G 21; Т 302. 
Distressed by wast ial, or critical of conduct 
of war. B 1:G2:T 3, 


№ 


w 


- Fears expressed in term: 


Failure to cooperate, to do, to take hold: Not interes 
for war stamps; wants mother to h mmodities; no posi- 
tive plans to help; concerned only with 

veniences and deprivations due to war; 
B 9; G5; T 14. 

Not as interested as Parent desires; lack 
of patriotic feeling, apathy, spectator attitude, pacifistic or superior at- 
titude, feels superior, not interested. B7;G 12; T 19. 


€my: general hatred 
of strife and its consequences; revolted by news of atrocities, etc. B 
10; G4; T 14. 
Excess of interest: desire to hear too much war news on radio (over- 
exciting) or to read too much about it. B 75;G3;T 10. 


m= 


. War play, war games, an 
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- Determined effort by child or parent to ignore or evade war topics. 


B3; G3; T 6. 


. Wants actively to participate, to fight: wishes he were old enough “to 


get in," wants to enlist; only son's Navy enlistment makes heartache 
for family. B 10; G 0; T 10. 


. Overgenerous or overzealous (general opposite of 35B) : gives until has 


less than enough for himself, to Bundles for Britain, etc. B 1; G 0; 
TA 

Special emotional complications: relative or friends located in enemy 
country; or relatives or friends are technical enemies; Finnish child has 
difficulty in adjusting to Finland’s changed role; relatives divided in 
allegiance; war service abroad causes distress to family and special 
problems for the children; children feel specific great hates and fears 
with respect to former acquaintances. B 7;G6; T 33. 


. Parents avoid talk about war. B 10; С 10; T 20. 
. Child has difficulty in understanding: most of war talk and news is 


“over his head,” etc. B 3; G3; T 6. 
War activities entail special sacrifices or inconveniences for child: giv- 


ing up ambition for graduate work; mother’s war work curtails her 
time with children; war interferes with child’s career, schooling, op- 


es, etc. B 4; G 0; T 4. 


portuniti 
g needed, little for young people to do. 


Feeling of futility, not bein, 
B1;G5; Тб. 


d complications associated therewith: boys 
chase girls in war play. B1; G0; T 1. 
Unfavorable reaction to books, literature, and expert opinion on child 
rearing. B 2%; G 276; T 2%. В 11; С 12; T 23. 


Use of books or reading matter made for tenseness, perfectionist stand- 


ards: too much or too little display of affection; too much or too little 


leniency; rendered parent self-conscious, had general or specific un- 
favorable effect; created many unnecessary problems. B 4; G 4; T 8. 
Expert opinion or indirect word-of-mouth opinion of supposed experts 
had unfavorable effects, as above; “no scientific data on how to bring 


up children—all opinion.” B 4; G RE 
Advice by books, journals, experts, did not work, or is not believed to 


be sound. B 3; С 4; T 


